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From Netzer 301

Inclusion, service,
and sustainability
are woven into the
fabric of SUNY
Oneonta and what
sets it apart from our
peer institutions.

The last eight months have gone by
quickly. I weathered my first polar
vortex. I am adjusting to skiing in the
Northeast, and I learned the hard way
about the need to sharpen your edges.
I am still enjoying my listening tour
and meeting with students, faculty,
staff, elected officials, community
members, and alumni. I met many of you
throughout New York, Washington, D.C.,
and Florida during our receptions. It is
such a joy to listen to stories and reflect
on our common values. As I noted in the
last edition of Reflections, there is truly
a community of care at SUNY Oneonta
and among its graduates. Three values,
which I heard in conversation after
conversation, express this ethic.
First, our College is especially
welcoming and mindful of inclusivity.
Second, we are proud to serve others
and are deeply vested in the well-being
of our communities. And third, there
is a commitment to sustainability, not
only environmental and financial—but a
kind of spiritual sustainability to helping
students find their unique true north,
that thing that feeds their souls. Based
on what I have heard, these three values
— inclusion, service, and sustainability
— are woven into the fabric of SUNY
Oneonta and what sets it apart from our
peer institutions.
Beyond those three common values,
we lead our peers in stewardship, in
fundraising, and in overall endowment.
Much of what is raised funds student
scholarships, and they sit at the center of
our values. Scholarships demonstrate our
commitment to paying it forward.
More and more of our students are the
first in their families to attend college.
All too often, many of our students face
economic hardships. At times, some
must choose between textbooks and food
— and opt to forego food.
We are doing much to combat these
issues. We have instituted a food pantry
on campus, and we have established an
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emergency fund for students in dire need.
We have enacted a financial literacy
program, Making Cent$, designed to
help students make informed financial
decisions and manage their resources.
At SUNY Oneonta, the average student
debt at graduation is just under $25,000.
However, student debt does not tell the
whole story. In addition to individual
student loans, parents and families
are increasing debt through parent
loans, mortgage refinance, and early
withdrawals from retirement accounts.
I know how hard financing an education
can be. As a single mother of three
children, I assumed a great deal of debt
to pay for their education. I was thankful
for every scholarship dollar that offset
my liability.
Most of SUNY Oneonta’s privately
funded scholarships are for students who
demonstrate need. Even after financial
aid programs such as the state-based
Excelsior Scholarships are factored
in, students will likely face annual
expenses of $15,000 or more. Every
dollar we can provide helps our students
succeed both while they are here and
in their future endeavors. I have heard
many alumni talk about how SUNY
Oneonta transformed their lives not
only by preparing them for unimagined
career paths, but also with life skills
such as resilience, perseverance, and
compassion.
This year, SUNY Oneonta has awarded
$5.15 million in private and institutional
scholarships. With your help, we can
keep increasing that number, as we have
in years past.
Together, I believe, we are transforming
communities, one student at a time.

Barbara Jean Morris

From the Alumni Association
Oneonta for experience leading up to my
time in the state capital.
Oneonta did not disappoint. Dr. Lynch
was able to secure an internship with
New York State Assemblyman Bill
Magee, who was then in his first term.
I was able to gain valuable experience
in interacting with Magee’s local
constituents and learn the process of state
government from the inside.

The feature on first jobs on Page 20
reminds me how my first job experience
started me onto my career path.
When I transferred from community
college to SUNY Oneonta, I still did
not have a clear picture of what I
wanted to do after graduation. I was a
political science major — and, while I
took many classes to fulfill my major,
SUNY Oneonta offered a wide variety
of classes that allowed me to explore
other possibilities. Plus, SUNY Oneonta
offered valuable hands-on internships.
I participated in the semester internship
in the New York State Legislature in
Albany under the tutelage of political
science professor Michael Lynch. Prior
to doing that legislative internship, I
asked if there was another internship that
I could do while I was taking classes in

After my internship with Magee, I went
to Albany for a semester. I worked in
the office of Alan Hevesi, the majority
leader at that time. That internship
exposed me to the inner workings of the
state legislature. While there was class
time and required papers, that semester
in Albany was also a full-time job. That
opportunity led to summer employment
with Hevesi, and that led to an offer to
work on his campaign for New York
City Comptroller in the fall. If Hevesi’s
campaign was successful, a job in his
office was likely to follow.
That experience, along with the constant
mentoring by Dr. Lynch and many of
my SUNY Oneonta professors, plus my
exposure to a variety of other academic
topics at SUNY Oneonta, provided
me with the tools, confidence, and
wherewithal to decline the offer to work
on the campaign. Instead, I took a leap to
go to law school that fall.

Because of SUNY Oneonta’s ability to
provide a variety of experiences to its
students and because of the interest its
professors take in their students’ growth,
I believe I was more prepared for law
school. While in law school, I sought out
internships and participated in handson clinics because I knew their value
from my experiences at SUNY Oneonta.
I did an internship in counsel’s office
at the New York State Senate and two
stints in the unemployment insurance
clinic, where I represented underserved
claimants in unemployment hearings.
I also clerked for a New York State
Supreme Court judge in Ulster County
and then obtained part-time employment
as a law clerk in my second year of law
school at the Civil Service Employees
Association, Local 1000, AFSCME,
AFL-CIO. I have been general counsel
there since 2013.
My success can be traced back to my
first job and internship experiences – and
SUNY Oneonta is what helped me find
that path.
Go Red Dragons!
Daren Rylewicz ’93
President
SUNY Oneonta Alumni Association
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Across the

photos by Gerry Raymonda

QUAD

Kyle Lamprecht ’12 (second row, fourth from
right) with the Terpsichorean Dance Company

Alumni Return to Campus to Share Insights with Students
“Be open-minded about what you can be after you leave
Oneonta,” Kyle Lamprecht ’12 told Alexandra Nicolette’s
nutrition education counseling class. While he is currently
a hospital nutrition business manager for Mead Johnson
Nutrition in New York City, he did not set out on this career
path. Instead, he was open to an opportunity to do something
that he hadn’t ever considered before. Now he says he’s happy
and doing very well.

CAMPUS

CONNECTIONS
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November

Cory Rusin ’14 summarized her career path from college
through her professional experiences that led her to her work as
a student success coordinator in Binghamton, New York. Rusin
explained that her first professional preferences ended up not
working out for her, but she’s even happier with the way that
things worked out. Her message let the students in Stephanie
Poplock’s psychology class know that sometimes plans B, C,
and D are better than plan A.
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Tom Mullins ’72

Tom Mullins ’72, who teaches at Cohoes High School in
Cohoes, New York, met with 75 Educational Opportunity
Program students to transform their tendencies to doubt
themselves into an ability to believe in themselves. He

The Mask and Hammer theatre
club and the theatre department
produced Our Country’s Good, a
play by Timberlake Wertenbaker
in the Goodrich Theatre on
Nov. 7-9.

Tom Capek ’85

explained that when a task seems overwhelming, it is effective
to break it down into smaller tasks. He demonstrated this by
teaching an instructor how to spell a 47-letter word in a matter
of minutes.
Alumni of Distinction honoree Michael Levenstein ’74
returned to campus to speak to students in the pre-health living
learning community’s first-year seminar. Both he and his wife,
Deanna Palumbo, spoke about their time as doctors.
Chris Wenczel ’85 spoke with students who have an interest in
geology and other earth sciences. He is a principal consultant/
hydrogeologist with Environmental Resource Management
in the New York City area. He has more than 30 years of
experience in the field, specializing in hydrogeology, hazardous
waste management, and water supply.

visit to campus and told them about his career path and
provided tips for success in an engineering career. Capek also
was the keynote speaker at Scholars Day and met with his
former middle and high school teachers, John ’68,’74G and
Carol ’58,’73G Burkhart. Capek is one of three brothers —
the other two are Frank Capek ’82 and George Capek ’86 —
who graduated from the 3-2 engineering program. His daughter
Rebecca Capek graduated in 2011.
Chris Wenczel ‘85

Continuous Flow,
paintings and
photographs by Leslie
Parke, was in the
Martin-Mullen Art
Gallery Nov. 8 –
Dec. 18.

December

Tom Capek ’85 is a senior vice president and chief engineer
for Corning, Incorporated. He spoke with several groups
of physics students and 3–2 engineering majors during his

Terps Rewind: Dancing
Through Time took
over the Goodrich
Theatre Nov. 29 –
Dec. 1.
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Sheryl Ferguson Nichols ’98

Sheryl Ferguson Nichols ’98 returned to campus recently and
spent an entire weekend touring, reminiscing, and engaging
with students sharing her message of perseverance and “being
your best you.” Her visit included a session with EOP and firstyear students; spending time with the women’s basketball team
before practice; and having brunch with both basketball teams,
department coaches, and administrators.
Nichols was a starter on the women’s basketball team from
1994 to 1998. She was the first woman to score 1,000 points
and is still the all-time leader in career points (1,449), steals
(422), and assists (583).
Nichols reflected on the invaluable skills and life lessons
learned while being a college athlete and how those skills have
contributed to her success today. Since graduation, she has held
both sales and college administrative positions. She is currently
the director for student success at Beacon College in Leesburg,
Florida, a college that serves students with learning disabilities.

and strong work ethic, taught me discipline, and the value of
teamwork, and honed my communication skills.” she said.
She pointed out that college athletics also builds collaboration
skills and teaches students how to work and succeed in a group
environment.
Mark Ventrone ’79, a lawyer in Syracuse, New York,
with more than 30 years of experience, spoke to Jacqueline
Bruscella’s professional communications class. Afterward, he
mingled and networked with communications majors in the
Hunt Union.
Mark Ventrone ’79

Nichols said that being a student-athlete at Oneonta benefited
her life and professional career in many ways. “Playing college
basketball enhanced my leadership skills, gave me a positive

Comedian Brandon
Vestal performed
his show A Useless
Grown Man in
the Hunt Union
Waterfront on
Dec. 3.
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Andrew Bottomley, assistant
professor of communication and
media, gave the 2018 Richard
Siegfried Lecture on Dec. 4 in the
Morris Conference Center. His
topic was “Voice from Below: Audio
Storytelling and the Politics of
Experience.”

Beverly Fields ’87

The Music Industry Club
presented Jetty Bones,
Grayling, Foxy Dads, and
It Keeps Snowing in the
Hunt Union Waterfront
on Dec. 8.

December

In celebration of Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Beverly
Fields ’87 returned to campus to speak at a program in his
honor at the Center for Multicultural Experiences. She shared
a story about how she landed her first job, which was at the
New York Public Library. Fields was so proud to be a SUNY
Oneonta graduate that she made a miniature photocopy of her
diploma, laminated it, and kept it in her wallet. She showed
it to a woman at the library, who offered her a job. Fields is
the director of the McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement
Program at Bloomfield College. “Whatever your dreams are,
whatever your passions are, go for them,” she told the students.
“Do whatever makes you happy. Martin Luther King Jr. left a
mark on the world. What do you want your mark to be?”

Stand-up comedian
Andrew Schulz
performed in
the Hunt Union
Ballroom on Jan. 16.
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Backstage at Kinky Boots

Students Travel to Network with Alumni
In January, theatre students met in New York City to participate
in the Goodrich to Broadway program. The day started
with a tour of Hudson Scenic Studio led by Carrie Winkler,
colleague of Hudson Scenic Studio’s co-founder and Alumni of
Distinction honoree Neil Mazzella ’73. Mazzella was in Puerto
Rico working on a production of the hit Hamilton. Students
then had the opportunity to network with Alumni of Distinction
honorees David Feldman ’82 and Dana Kuznetzkoff ’83, as
well as Kyle Beckley ’08, Kathleen Mulligan ’83, Nancy
Robillard ’84, Carol Silverman ’83, and Andrew Tejada ’13
before attending a reading of the new show, Chasing Rainbows,
which is being produced by Beckley’s company. The day
wrapped up with a visit to Kinky Boots, the smash hit produced
by Alumni of Distinction honoree Hal Luftig ’79, whose
representative, Kevin Conner, acted as the tour guide for the
group.
Student travel was supported by charitable gifts to the Fund for
Oneonta.
At Hudson Scenic Studio

The Evasons, a mentalist
duo, performed in the
Hunt Union Ballroom on
Jan. 21.

8

Spring 2019 | Reflections

Echo, an all-male a cappella
group, performed in the Hunt
Union Ballroom on
Jan. 28.

Greg Harris ’97G, the president of the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame, is on the far left. Emily Pentland ’19,
Angela Marano ’18, Julie LIcata, Jennette Tisbe ’22, and
Maria Danise ’22
Four students traveled to Cleveland to meet with Alumni of
Distinction honoree Greg Harris ’97G, the president of the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Emily Pentland ’19, Angela
Marano ’18, Jennette Tisbe ’22, and Maria Danise ’22
(pictured above) were given a tour of the iconic hall. “From my
perspective as their teacher,” music professor Julie Licata said,

Dan Ainspan ’15, met with Emily Pentland ’19, Angela
Marano ’18, Jennette Tisbe ’22, and Maria Danise ’22

“I think the most interesting thing Greg offered the students
was a glimpse into his daily activities and, as evidenced by his
position as CEO and president of a museum, an understanding
of the potential expanse of jobs for musicians and music lovers
that exist outside of the actual music industry.”

Students Travel to Pacific to Study During January Break
“On this trip we learned so much about creating a sustainable
tourism environment and the conservation of indigenous
flora and fauna of the Ogasawara Islands,” said Kayleigh
Hartnett ’20. “This trip was such an amazing experience for
me, being introduced to such a wonderful culture, meeting all
the local people of the islands, and spending time working to
protect the islands as they do.”

In early January, 11 SUNY Oneonta students traveled to
Japan for their class Global Studies in Conservation and
Sustainability, taught by Kiyoko Yokota. The goal of the
two-and-a-half week course was to teach the students
how they can meaningfully contribute to conservation and
sustainability efforts around the world, according to Yokota,
who accompanied the students along with lecturer
Lt. Col. Paul Lord ’74.
Fears and Dreams,
a show of work by
Evan Summer, was
in the Martin-Mullen
Art Gallery Jan. 28 –
March 15.

Meanwhile, 10 other SUNY Oneonta students traveled to
the Pacific for Geography 294 to explore the geography,
culture, and history of the 50th state: Hawaii. Accompanied by
professors Wendy Lascell ’97 and Ken Johnson, the students
visited popular landmarks, immersed themselves in the
Hawaiian way of life, and participated in various eye-opening
activities.
“We’ve learned about Hawaii’s cultural history as well as
its geological history, all while exploring Oahu.” said Casey

February

Photos from the Global
Studies in Conservation
and Sustainability trip
to Japan. Below: Photos
from the Geography 294
trip to Hawaii

The Harry Potter Club
presented its eighth
annual Yule Ball on Feb.
16 in the Hunt Union
Ballroom.
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McCurty ’19. “It’s amazing that the geography department at
Oneonta has opportunities like this for its students. I’m grateful
to be here learning, and I’ve gained nine new friends in the
process.”

Music industry students rock out at a
global music products trade show in
Anaheim, California
In January, students attended the annual NAMM (National
Association of Music Merchants) show, a music industry trade
show featuring more than 7,000 brands and attracting more
than 115,000 industry professionals.
The NAMM trip is a long-running SUNY Oneonta tradition.
Music department faculty have taken students to the event for
25 years. Lecturer Nancy Tarr ’87, who has accompanied
Oneonta students on the trip for the past four years, said
experiential learning is key to one’s education.
“Whenever you can see people doing what you want to be
doing someday, and you can talk to them about how they got
there, that’s a wonderful opportunity,” she said.
Music industry student Miranda Bowers ’20 said NAMM
gave her confidence that she’ll be able to find a job in the
industry after graduation.

Black History Jeopardy,
which focused on
important events and
figures in black history,
took place on Feb. 14 in
Littell Hall.
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“Overall, this trip very much made me realize that what I
wanted to do was not impossible,” Bowers said. “I think with
the idea of a job in music, there comes a stigma of not being
able to financially support yourself, and that idea scared me.
During The NAMM Show, though, I learned that I could do
exactly what I want without falling into debt.”
The trip was made possible in part by support from the
Caroline ’67 and David D’Antonio Student Travel for
Excellence Fund.
Photos top and bottom: SUNY Oneonta music industry students
at the 2019 National Association of Music Merchants Show in
Anaheim, California.

Student’s Work Honored with Psi Chi
Regional Research Award
Nicole Faraci ’19, an undergraduate research student in
psychology, is receiving a 2019 Psi Chi Regional Research
Award for “Disordered Eating Behaviors, Social Closeness,
and Greek Life Membership,” research she conducted with
Katherine Lau from the psychology department. Faraci is
in the Oneonta Future Alumni Network and is an Alumni
Association Student Board Member. Faraci recieved the award
and presented her poster at the 90th meeting of the Eastern
Psychological Association in New York City Feb. 28 -

Bill Zahn, a Pixar
Animation Studios
animator, discussed his
journey from rubber
monsters to digital
cowboys in the Hunt
Union Ballroom on Feb. 18.

March 2. She also presented at the International Convention of
Psychology Science in Paris. Both trips were supported in part
by the Caroline ’67 and David D’Antonio Student Travel for
Excellence Fund.

A Gift to the School of Economics and
Business Lets Students Put Money in the
Market
Starting in January, students in Kai Chen’s portfolio
management class began applying what they have learned
by managing a small account of SUNY College at Oneonta
Foundation assets.
Hands-on academic work is not new for economics and
business students, who have engaged in a mutual funds project
since fall 2006 in conjunction with their finance courses. They
have evaluated the performance of mutual funds held by the
College Foundation and made recommendations about buying,
selling, or holding mutual funds. But this was only a simulation
exercise, culminating in a presentation to faculty, senior
administrators, and foundation board members.
The shift to funds that will actually be managed by students
is a new step in applied learning — and could not have been
undertaken without a gift from Alumni of Distinction honoree
Kent Newhart ’77. Newhart, who was a business economics
major, is the president of the ATA Financial Group.
“The student-managed portfolio moves to a new level of
engagement, motivation, and learning for the students by
establishing a fund for them to manage,” said Wade Thomas,
dean of the School of Economics and Business. “Likewise,
our Bloomberg Terminals will see increased applied use by
the students to collect data, analyze, and track investments.
Investment research, decision making, data analysis, teamwork,
and accountability will be more realistic and active.”
This student-managed fund will follow the existing investment
policies, approval process, and transaction processes of the
College Foundation. The investment returns of the studentmanaged portfolio are proposed to be retained in the portfolio
or expended for purposes that are consistent with the Newhart
Fund.

The Outdoor
Adventure Club
hosted a moonlight
snowshoe walk
on Feb. 19 at the
College Camp.

“We are grateful to Kent Newhart for his generosity to SUNY
Oneonta and for creating another great opportunity for our
students,” said Paul Adamo ’81, vice president for college
advancement and executive director of the College Foundation.
“These skills will make SUNY Oneonta graduates stand out in
a competitive field.”

SUNY Oneonta
Will Welcome New
Provost in June
SUNY Oneonta President
Barbara Jean Morris has
announced the appointment
of Leamor Kahanov as the
college’s new provost. Kahanov
will begin her new job on July 8.
Kahanov comes to SUNY
Oneonta from Misericordia
University in Dallas, Pennsylvania, where she has served as
dean of the College of Health Sciences and Education since
2014. Prior to her tenure there, she held positions at Indiana
State University, San Jose State University, and San Francisco
State University.
As provost, Kahanov will lead development of academic
programs, policies, and supporting administrative offices. She
will maintain the overall integrity of the curriculum and ensure
that the academic environment encourages learning, research,
creative activity, and continuous growth of students and faculty.
Kahanov earned a bachelor’s degree in exercise science and
athletic training from Indiana University, a master’s degree in
exercise and sports sciences from the University of Arizona,
and a doctorate in education, curriculum, and instruction
from the University of San Francisco. She has authored or
co-authored more than 80 articles published in peer-reviewed
journals in the last five years and secured grants, gifts, and
contracts for professional development events, capital projects,
research, and scholarships since 2011.
“I am honored to join SUNY Oneonta and look forward to
collaborating with the campus community to ensure our
environment maximizes student potential,” Kahanov said.

The watercolor exhibition
Menagerie: Paintings by
Tawan Wattuya opened
on Feb. 6 in Project Space
Art Gallery in the Fine Arts
building.
Spring 2019 | Reflections
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On Jan. 14, incoming first-year and transfer students
celebrated the start of the semester with the ceremonial Pass
through the Pillars.
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Leveling up their Coursework
High school students get a boost from SUNY Oneonta's Continuing Education Program
SUNY Oneonta offers an excellent educational experience
for students who attend class on campus. But the College’s
reach goes beyond our hilltop. High school students are also
receiving an Oneonta education with the Office of Continuing
Education’s College in High School program.
Currently, more than 200 students in 25 secondary schools
across New York are enrolled in one SUNY Oneonta class.
Plus, they can earn college credits paying the equivalent of
$50 per credit. These courses provide bargain college credits
and offer a challenge for high school students who might not
otherwise be exposed to advanced material.
In Charlotte Valley Central School (CVCS), Danielle
Dorsey ’07 teaches Biomed 2, whose curriculum is equivalent
to Biology 202, introduction to anatomy and physiology. The
entire K-12 enrollment in CVCS is around 400 students. This
narrows the variety of courses the district can offer.
“Opportunities are limited,” Dorsey says. “This is the first
college class they are taking at the school that’s not distance
learning. For many, it’s the first time in their high school career
where they must learn on their own with a facilitator who
doesn’t hold their hand, just like in college. That’s the lesson.
That’s the education.”
While some of the CVCS students who take Dorsey’s Biomed
2 course every year are in it for the college credit, some
just want to challenge themselves and learn how to work
independently. The labs are more advanced as well with DNA

electrophoresis plus “a lot of dissections and a lot of hands-on
activity,” she says.
Dorsey, who also teaches physics, earth science, and biology,
enjoys it when her Biomed 2 students see her after graduation.
They let her know how much the class helped them, both in
terms of the information and the practice of college-level work.
“One of my students was inspired enough that she wants to
major in science,” Dorsey says. “Another one has gone to
college for environmental studies.”
Aubrie Malesky ’22 took Biomed 2 at CVCS. The class
helped her start her college career with the skills she needed
and helped her think about her future career.
“I took Biomed 2 because I have a great love of science,”
Malesky says. “Therefore, I took as many science classes as I
could my senior year of high school. It was probably the class
that prepared me the most for college. My major is adolescent
education with a concentration in chemistry. With this degree,
I’d love to teach high school chemistry.”
Most of the classes offered in the high schools are introductory
science courses, like geology, astronomy, chemistry, and
physics. Margaretville Central School District offers a child
growth and development class, taught by Dove Karn ’05.
Oneonta High School recently added science of natural
disasters, taught by Lee Ferrara ’00.
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The appropriate SUNY Oneonta department chair reviews the
credentials of high school teachers who want to offer college
courses to make sure they would meet the criteria of an adjunct
faculty member. The material covered in a course needs to
be compatible with SUNY Oneonta course content, meeting
college-level the credentials of high school teachers who
want to offer college courses to make sure they would meet
the same criteria of an adjunct faculty member. The material
covered in a course being taught in the high school also needs
to be compatible with SUNY Oneonta course content, meeting
college level learning outcomes.
The high school courses began as part the Earth Science
Outreach Program (ESOP), which was created to get more
secondary students excited by and prepared for college-level
earth science work. Department of Earth and Atmospheric
Sciences professor James Ebert was the driving force behind
ESOP’s development.
“The U.S. has a shortage of geoscientists, and geoscience is
critical to national security and the economy,” Ebert says. “This
problem is exacerbated by the fact that there is no AP course
available for the geosciences. In New York, students take
Regents earth science in eighth or ninth grade. Without an AP
course available, students generally don’t see the geosciences
as an option when they consider a major in college.”

“The students enjoy it,” he says. “There aren’t many earth
science courses where they can earn college credit. About half
of them take advantage of that.
“This class expands on knowledge that students already have,
and we’re fine-tuning things they’ve been taught already,”
Cohn says. “For example, in Regents earth science, they are
taught that there are two tides — but in my class, they learn
that isn’t true everywhere. We just talked about cosmogenous
sediment in the ocean and how it originated in space. They’d
never really thought about that.”
Cohn’s appreciation for the ocean started at SUNY Oneonta,
where he took a scuba diving course. Since then, he’s gone on
dives from the Great Barrier Reef to the Galapagos Islands.
Oneonta not only introduced him to his hobby; it also prepared
him for teaching any course.
“The professors really were top notch and did a good job
preparing us for what we’d encounter in the classroom,” he
says. “My content knowledge was excellent because of them.”
“I think it is important for students to consider if taking college
level courses in high school is right for them,” Rebecca Lynch,
assistant director of continuing education, says the program
has benefited students while challenging educators to grow
professionally. “I believe that these courses offer a challenge to
both high school students as well as their teachers. It provides
access to students, exposing them to a variety of topics that
may well introduce them to a possible career path or to explore
something new. High school teachers can develop and deliver
courses at an advanced level through collaboration with and
support from our faculty. This program fosters relationships
between our faculty, the high school teachers, and their
students and builds educational partnerships between SUNY
Oneonta and high schools across New York state.”

photos by: Michael Forster Rothbart
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Tappan Zee High School’s Stephen Cohn ’06 earned his
doctorate in science education from Curtin University in
Australia. Cohn has taught introduction to oceanography for
four years at Tappan Zee, where the high school enrollment of
more than 1,000 students dwarfs that of CVCS.

One of SUNY Oneonta’s strengths is teaching the next
generation of teachers. Soon it could be known in high school
classrooms, too, for preparing secondary students for college
work.
For more information about the College in High School
program, visit https://suny.oneonta.edu/admissions/continuingeducation/college-high-school or contact Rebecca Lynch at
607-436-2548.

Spring 2019 | Reflections

SUNY ONEONTA ALUMNI NIGHT

AT THE NORTHEAST CLASSIC CAR MUSEUM
24 REXFORD ST. | NORWICH, N.Y.

THURSDAY, JUNE 13 | TO REGISTER, VISIT ONEONTAALUMNI.COM/CLASSIC

Mark Your Calendar
May
2
10
16

Boston Area Meet and Mingle, Boston
Senior Pass Through the Pillars, Oneonta
Long Island Meet and Mingle,
Melville, New York

June

20

27-29 Family Weekend, Oneonta
28

Legacy Family Breakfast, Oneonta

4

Alumni of Distinction Presentation
of Honors, Oneonta

October

7-9

Reunion Weekend, Oneonta

13

Alumni Reception at the Northeast Classic
5
Car Museum, Norwich, New York

August
26

Fall Freshman and Transfer Pass
Through the Pillars, Oneonta

31

Red Day, Oneonta

4

Founders’ Day, Oneonta

6

30 Under 30 Awards Celebration, Oneonta

11

9/11 Memorial Ceremony, Oneonta

September

Red Dragon Open Benefit Golf
Tournament, Oneonta

Inauguration of President Barbara Jean
Morris, Ph.D., Oneonta

10

SUNY Oneonta Alumni Reception at		
Harpoon Brewery, Boston

23

SUNY Oneonta Alumni Reception,
New York City

24

Backpacks to Briefcases, New York City

Events are always being added to the calendar.
Please check online for updates:
oneontaalumni.com/Event-Calendar
Spring 2019 | Reflections
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Competitive Poetry

photos by Gerry Raymonda

The Slam’s emcee, Jonah, draws
names from the hat.

The Oneonta Poetry Slam builds writers
and performers who can work a room
16
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The poets are nervous....
Seven of them have dropped their names into the official (and
literal) hat and will be competing. Three judges have been
selected from the audience. A sacrifice has been chosen. The
rest of the crowd waits for the poetry slam to begin.

a performance art form. Me and a couple of other students who
also enjoyed poetry decided to start a team. Early on, we spoke
to Robb Thibault, director of the Hunt College Union. He
thought it was a great idea.”

Poetry slams and poetry readings exist on opposite ends of the
continuum. A reading tends to be sedate; a slam tends to be
rowdy. In a slam, the end goal is connecting with the audience
with words, yes, but also performance. A slammer uses body
language, facial expressions, and vocal tone to keep the crowd
listening to the work. The
crowd responds with snapping
(if they like what’s been said)
or hissing (if they don’t).

Thibault had experience with poetry slams when he
interviewed in 2001 for the job he now holds. He’d started a
slam program at the University of Michigan. SUNY Oneonta
students who were on the hiring committee saw that on his
resume and wondered if he could do the same here. Castle
helped get the ball rolling.

Also: A slam keeps score. Like
at a diving competition, the
judges score the poem after
the poet has entered the water,
so to speak. Performances are
graded on a scale of 1 (not
good) to 10 (so good). At the
end of the night, the scores
are tallied, and a winner is
declared.

“Even if you decide, well,
no, that’s not me. Even
if you are not discovering
things about yourself,
you are still gaining
perspective”— coach
Justine Bishop ’15

Nationally, Marc Smith seems to have started the slam in
the 1980s in Chicago at the Green Mill Jazz Studio. On the
East Coast, the Nuyorican Cafe in New York City is a hub.
Poetry slams came to the SUNY Oneonta campus at the turn
of the 21st century. George Castle ’03 was in his dorm room
watching Slam, a 1998 movie about an aspiring rapper who is
in jail and discovers poetry to communicate his thoughts.
“I can do that,” Castle said to himself. “I had already been
interested in poetry, but I’d never really experienced poetry as

The slams started small, maybe
50 people, Castle says. The
crowd kept growing until there
were enough participants to
build a competitive team to
send to College Unions Poetry
Slam Invitational (CUPSI),
the now-international slam
competition that gained
momentum at the same time.
This year, the competition was
April 10-13 in Houston and
will be the 18th consecutive
year SUNY Oneonta has sent
a team.

The 2019 Houston-bound team was chosen during the fall
semester and includes Gabriel Membreno ’19, Katie Hebert
’19, Malack Alharaizeh ’20, Phylesia Lewis ’20, Casey
Williams ’20, and Reed Guy ’20. For them, tonight’s slam is
an opportunity to hone their poems and performances. It’s also
a chance for less polished slammers to gain some experience.
For all attendees, however, it’s a room for sharing and listening.
Terri Forde ’20
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Gabriel Membreno ’19
“I think poetry slam is popular on campus because it is a
very safe space for people to say what they need to say, and
they don’t have many other places to do that — and to get
affirmation of their experiences,” coach Justine Bishop ’15
says.
“It’s a place where certain things — like mental health and
sexuality — are talked about that aren’t normally talked about
quite so openly. Just listening to those conversations helps you
think of yourself in a new light. Even if you decide, ‘Well, no,
that’s not me.’ Even if you are not discovering things about
yourself, you are still gaining perspective,” she says.
The poems in tonight’s slam touch on topics like body image,
faith, abuse, race, and love. A couple of the poets mix-andmatch some of the above. These poems are written about the
roiling, emotional places in each poet who has created them.
When they perform, the poets bring the words to life — and the
best pull the audience into the mood the work encapsulates.
Which brings us back to the sacrifice.
In a slam, the first poet onstage is there only to warm up the
crowd and calibrate the judges. The sacrifice’s score is used
only as a benchmark for each poet who comes after. Our
sacrifice is Williams, whose “The Best War Stories Come from
New York City Corner Stores” engages the crowd, which snaps
its approval.
For some prospective SUNY Oneonta students, the poetry slam
scene is a draw. Kristen Tomanocy ’11 went to high school in
nearby Norwich, New York. Her poetry teacher would bring
students up to the slam on campus.
“I just fell in love with the culture,” she says. “It felt like a
community to me. I just knew that when I went to Oneonta, I
just knew I was going to be a part of it. It wasn’t a question for
me. That year I was the only freshman. All of the other team
members were seniors. They kind of took me under their wing
and kind of taught me about the legacy of all of the poets who
came before me who had gone through Oneonta.”
18
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Reed Guy ’20

An audience
member offers her
score.
That legacy informs what Tomanocy is doing now. Tomanocy
is part of the Wombat Theater Company in New York City and
was part of the team that transformed a book of Maryanne
Rojas ’14’s poetry into a stage play. Tomanocy also teaches
seventh-grade English at the Metropolitan Expeditionary
Learning School in Queens, New York, where one of her
biggest units is poetry slam.
“We basically use the book
and lyrics from Hamilton,”
she says. “We study those for
poetic devices, and they write
a Revolutionary War poem. We
slam it — and it’s amazing.”
Former slam team poet Mary
Taibi ’12 is also a middle
school English teacher.

sciences and disorders department. His slam experience
doesn’t immediately inform his research, which looks at
communication from the standpoint of how disorders affect a
person’s ability to read or speak. It has, however, informed how
he does his job.
“[Slam] helped me be comfortable with crowds because that’s
what I do for a living now. I’m giving lectures to crowds of
people. But poetry slams were
my first experience where I
had to face a lot of people,
where they would sit and listen
to every word that comes out
of my mouth. That was my
first time commanding the
audience and getting a feel for
what it’s like to have that kind
of attention and pressure,”
Castle says. “It gave me a confidence that it was something I
could do.”

“I just fell in love with
the culture. It felt like
a community to me.”—
Kristen Tomanocy ’11

“I think poetry slam gave me more confidence in my speaking
skills and taught me how to emote,” Taibi says. “I am always
amazed by how positively poetry slam impacted my life. I
couldn’t say enough to fully express the ways in which it
altered my personality and beliefs. I made some of my best
friends at the competitions and learned how to be a more wellrounded person.”
Castle, whose movie choice launched this campus community,
is a New York University professor in the communicative

That kind of confidence is displayed by some of tonight’s
nervous poets — and the rest are starting to develop by getting
up on this stage and speaking their carefully chosen words.
Once the numbers are calculated, one poet is declared the
winner. But, really, the act of performing in front of this crowd
becomes its own reward.
Spring 2019 | Reflections
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As you hold this issue of Reflections in your hands, the members of the SUNY
Oneonta Class of 2019 are entering the next part of their lives. SUNY Oneonta’s
institutional goals include making sure students graduate with as little debt
as possible so that they can choose their next step based on their plans rather
than financial pressure. Those first jobs sometimes lead to broader careers;
sometimes, they are steppingstones. We asked alumni how those first jobs
influenced where they wound up in their professional lives.

John Cassidy ’85
Geography

The number of responses we received on social media about this topic was
overwhelming. Thank you for sharing your time and experiences. Here are just a
few of the replies.

I immediately went to work for
Geographic Data Technology in
Lyme, NH, as a digital map technician
— and am still here, 34 years and
two merger/acquisitions later. The
company is part of TomTom, the GPS
company. I think I made the most of
my SUNY Oneonta degree.
Photo: John, from 1985 at a
company Christmas party

Victoria Sperazza ’15
Mass Communication

Life after Oneonta took me down to
Philadelphia. I had big dreams and
a specific career path in mind, but
limited connections and networking
opportunities. I ended up taking the
first job I could as an enrollment
counselor at Drexel University Online.
I quickly realized it was a glorified
call-center. I’m now on job number
two in marketing (right field) but
for a healthcare company (wrong
industry), but not giving up! My sails
are set and I won’t stop persevering.
That’s the Red Dragon spirit!

Yvonne Cummings ’72
Political Science

My first job was Legal Coordinator for
the NYC Department of Corrections.
The position required familiarity with
researching and interpreting the law,
a skill I obtained from Hoyt Jackson’s
Constitutional Law and Civil Rights
and Liberties courses. After 5 years at
NYCDOC I switched to Health Care
Finance while earning a graduate
degree in Public Administration, and
spent 29 years at the largest public
health benefit corporation in the U.S.

Kerry Butrick Dowling ’05
Mass Communications
Donni Wiers Hildebrandt ’03
Anthropology & Child and Family Studies

My first job was at a liquor store!
Then I came back to SUNY Oneonta
for a graduate degree in school
counseling. I worked as a school
counselor in rural Alaska for seven
years. Now I’m back in Oneonta and
work at the SICAS Center. Photo:
Yupik Village where Donni lived on the
banks of the Yukon River
20
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My first job was as a reporter at a
local newspaper. Later as editor I
was meeting local school district
and political officials and moved on
to doing communications for the
local school district. Now, I’m the
Communications Manager at Cornell
Cooperative Extension of Orange
County. Photo: Kerry speaking to Chris
Van Aken of Van Aken Dairy

Beth Walters ’16
Communication Arts

My first job was a clown for Ringling
Brothers! I started less than a month
after graduating; then, sadly, the
company announced it was closing
three days after I got there. But three
months after I left Ringling, I joined
Big Apple Circus as their operations
manager. Photo: Walters in costume
David Polinchock ’81
Speech Communications

I went to Orlando to work for
Disney after graduation. I was in
merchandising, and then worked
as a parade performer in the tenth
anniversary celebration. I did “The
Trolley Song” from Meet Me in St.
Louis for a year. Photo David (in the
derby cap)

Megan Hotaling ’05
English and Communication Studies

After grad school, Megan went
to work for New England College,
where she has served in student
engagement for 12 years. The job
has “everything to do with my
experiences with the College Union
Activities Council and my mentor, the
late Harvey Delaney.”
Photo: Megan with Harvey in the CUAC
office in the Hunt Union
Jill Clark ’81
Theatre

Heather George ’07
Mass Communication

My first job after college was at
WXXI, a PBS station in Rochester,
NY. I worked there for 5 years as a
production assistant in TV and radio.
Now I’m an instructional technologist
for Johns Hopkins University, where I
started as a multimedia technician at
the School of Engineering.
Photo: Heather working the camera

Amy Lupinski ’14
Anthropology

Jay Davidson ’69
Secondary Education

My first job was as a teacher of
junior high school English in San
Francisco. I wrote to the school
district while I was student teaching
in 1968. They wrote back that they
were interviewing in New York City in
November. I went to the interview and
was hired on the spot. What a great
feeling it was, completing my senior
year and knowing that I already had
a job in San Francisco. I moved to San
Francisco nine days after graduation
and have been here ever since.
Photo: Jay (yearbook photo above) is an
Alumni of Distinction honoree
John Gennaro ’72
Earth Science 7-12

I worked at Clinique in Bloomingdale’s
in NYC. As a theatre major who
became a makeup artist, it was
fantastic training. Learning to do
makeup on every skin color, type,
age, and gender in a busy, loud,
and crowded store gave me the
confidence to work anywhere. One
of my most recent jobs was doing
makeup on about 70 people over two
days in a hotel room in New Orleans.
And we stayed ahead of schedule!
Photo: Clark with WWE Superstar
Pete Gas. Jill is an Alumni of Distinction
honoree
Dave Voyles ’09
Communication Studies

I worked as a construction worker
when I finished school. Now I am a
software engineer at Microsoft.

My first job was a secretary at Albany
Medical Center. I worked there for
three years and knew there was
more out there. I now work at Capital
Region BOCES as a safety specialist
and work in seven different school
districts.
Photo: Amy in the chemical storage
room at one of her assigned school
districts taking an inventory

I graduated in December and had
a teaching job on Long Island in
January. There was quite a demand
for Earth Science and Physics
teachers back then.
Photo: John on a field trip to Smith’s
Point National Seashore on Long Island

The Next
Chapter
Students are turning the page on their
educational careers. What comes next?
Spring 2019 | Reflections
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Stephanie Peguillan ’15
Child and Family Studies

My first job was at Lynn University
where I served as the Coordinator
for Student Involvement. While it
was not directly related to my Child
and Family Studies major, I used a
lot of the skills that I gained from my
co-curricular experiences at Oneonta,
including working in residence
life, Hunt Union, and New Student
Services. After one year of serving in
this role, I realized that Oneonta was
my home. I stepped out of my comfort
zone to become the Coordinator
of Freshman Programs for SUNY
Oneonta and it was one of the best
decisions that I have ever made. Once
a Red Dragon, always a Red Dragon!
Photo: “My biggest accomplishment
while working at Lynn was planning and
executing the first Dance Marathon.
Knight a Thon is now an annual event
at Lynn and is a 12 hour fundraiser for
children in South Florida with Pediatric
Cancer.”

Katie Dupuree ’07
Art

After graduation, I moved back home
to Clifton Park to continue working
at a pizza restaurant I had worked
at on summer breaks. It wasn’t until
Jan. 2008 that I took a leap of faith
and moved to Boston to pursue a
career. This was the best decision
I ever made. I found a job almost
immediately working at an online
clothing company. I worked there for
two years before finding my current
career at Jodi Solomon Speakers
Bureau. Eight years later, I am the
managing director. We plan speaking
events for leading social activists
and change makers. Taking risks and
getting out of your comfort zone can
lead to great things

Brett Wellman ’01, ’03
Elementary Education

Amanda Losardo ’14
Biology

After I graduated, I took a year off to
work as a paraprofessional for the
NYC Department of Education. I loved
working with kids, but knew it was not
what I wanted to do permanently. In
2015, I moved to Washington DC to
pursue a Master of Public Health in
epidemiology. I now work for my local
health department as an environmental
health specialist doing routine
inspections at food facilities. I love
what I do and where I live.
Photo: Amanda (in green print shirt)
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My first job after graduating was at
SUNY Oneonta as a Resident Director
in Hulbert and Tobey Halls. My
experience at Oneonta opened doors
to my career in higher education. I
am the Assistant Dean of Students at
a college in Boston, and continue to
oversee housing, along with campus
activities, conduct, athletics, veterans,
and emergency management.

Aimee Swan ’06
Computer Science

After graduation, I was part of the
Information Systems Leadership
Development Program at Lockheed
Martin. I spent 6 years at Lockheed
Martin before coming to SUNY full
time. My current position is Assistant
Director for Application Services at
the SICAS Center. We modify Ellucian
Banner software for New York State
and SUNY and distribute it to the
different schools for use
Photo: Aimee on left

Do you have a great story about
how your experience at Oneonta
has affected your post-college life?
We’d love to hear about it!
Post your stories and photos online
at facebook.com/oneontaalumni,
twitter/oneontaalumni, or at
linkedin.com/groups/103772/
You can also email your stories
to alumni@oneonta.edu with the
subject line “Class Notes” or mail
them to:
Class Notes
Office of Alumni Engagement
SUNY Oneonta
108 Ravine Parkway
Oneonta, NY 13820
Photos should be the highest
resolution you can provide for
print.
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@RedDragonSports
Senior Duo
Honored

Alyssa Brault and
Nicholas Giordano
selected as
SUNYAC Scholar
Athletes of the Year
The State University of New
York Athletic Conference
(SUNYAC) announced
that Alyssa Brault ’19 and
Nicholas Giordano ’19
were the Scholar Athletes of
the Year in their respective
fall sports. Brault was the recipient for women’s tennis, while
Giordano was honored for men’s soccer.
Brault is a mass communications major with a production
concentration and holds a 3.93 GPA. She was the recipient of
the SUNYAC Elite 20 Award for women’s tennis, having the
highest GPA of any student-athlete at the championship site.
“We are so proud of Alyssa,” said head coach Lonnie Mitchel.
“She represents the women’s tennis team with so much dignity
and class, acting as a role model for all our players on both
the women’s and men’s tennis teams. Alyssa is the ultimate
example of what every student-athlete should strive for in all
areas.”

Giordano stepped into
the starting goalkeeper
position after transferring to
Oneonta. In his two seasons
with the Red Dragons, he
played 35 games. In 2017,
Giordano was an AllSUNYAC and All-Region
selection.
“This is the highest honor
available for a studentathlete in the SUNYAC
Conference, and Nick is
a deserving recipient,”
commented head coach
Iain Byrne. “Nick has been a leader on and off the field for our
Oneonta men’s soccer program, and we expect he will move on
to do great things in his life.”
Academically, Giordano carries a 4.0 GPA majoring in
economics. Additionally, he has received the Susan Sutton
Smith Award for Academic Excellence and was named to the
SUNY Oneonta Provost’s List and SUNYAC Commissioner’s
Academic Honor Roll.
Giordano also earned academic honors from the College
Sports Information Directors of America. Giordano was
selected to the Google Cloud Academic All-America First
Team for men’s soccer. Giordano appeared on the national
ballot after earning honors on the District 3 First Team. District
3 is made up of all the colleges in the state of New York.

Men’s Cross Country Team Qualifies for NCAA Championships
Along the way to Winneconne, Wisconsin, where the NCAA
championships were held, the Red Dragons posted a secondplace finish at the SUNYAC championships and a program-best
fourth at the NCAA Atlantic Region championships.
At the national championship meet, the men finished 29th
overall. The Red Dragons were hoping to eclipse a 22nd-place
finish in 2016.

A highlight of the fall 2018 season was a trip to the NCAA
Division III championships by the men’s cross country team.
With smart training led by a strong core of veterans, the squad
earned its second NCAA berth in the last three years.

24
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“We had an incredible season, and the guys accomplished
so much, but we just came away short in the final race,” said
coach Chris Wilber. “We know our result doesn’t define us, and
it’ll only motivate us to continue improving and elevating our
team going forward.”
Leading Oneonta in his final cross country race was Chris
Hannan ’19. Hannan saved his best for last, finishing 50th
overall and posting a personal best 8K time of 25:06.4.

“I don’t think our final race as a team was indicative of what
this team is truly capable of,” said Hannan. “It was a long,
tough, and muddy season, and we raced tougher courses than
more than half the nation saw. I’m beyond happy to have
finished out my cross country season with a personal best, and
for my teammates to be excited for me shows just how special
this team is. I won’t be forgetting this day anytime soon.”

Devin Akerley ’19 finished his day in 217th place overall,
crossing in a time of 26:19.3. Akerley was making his third
straight appearance at nationals, which made him the only male
in program history to do so.

Matthew Palmer ’20 was the next runner to cross for the Red
Dragons, coming in at 145th place overall. He nearly recorded
a personal best time himself, crossing in 25:51.

Rounding out Oneonta’s group of seven competitors were
Phillip Inguanta ’20, who finished in 26:42.6, and junior Sean
Ryan ’19 who finished in 27:19.

In 227th place was Blake Dellabough ’20 who crossed in
26:25.7. Ethan McDonald ’20 was less than 2 seconds behind
him with a time of 26:27.8.

All-American Closes Out Career with a
Third Place at Nationals
“I came out here looking to take it all,” Bethel said. “I hit a
bump in that path and was forced to aim for the next best thing.
Not many people can say that they ended their career on a
win, so I will take pride in that and be happy that I was able to
achieve the status of a four time All-American. Gold is nice,
but bronze shines just as well.”

Wrestler James Bethel ’19 closed out the greatest career in the
nearly 60-year history of the program on March 9 by winning
three matches on the final day of the 2019 NCAA Division
III championships to earn a third-place finish. He entered the
championship as the top seed and left the championships as the
only four-time All-American in program history.

Off the mat, Bethel is an involved, successful student leader
who is a dean’s list student, honor society vice president, and
two-time Scholar All-American. His research on the prevalence
of motion sickness among student athletes was accepted for
presentation at a national conference this May. On top of his
athletic and academic commitments, Bethel has performed
more than 250 volunteer hours for the College and community.
Bethel’s resume extends even further with his service on the
SUNY Oneonta College Foundation Board.
To learn more about Bethel’s journey to the championships, go
to exposure.oneonta.edu/on-the-road-to-nationals.

ATHLETICS INFO
For the latest news and information
regarding Oneonta State Athletics, visit
www.oneontaathletics.com
Watch games live
livestream.com/accounts/14594035
Subscribe to the Athletics YouTube
channel
www.youtube.com/oneontareddragons
Like Athletics on Facebook
Facebook/OneontaRedDragonSports
Follow Athletics on Twitter
@RedDragonSports
Follow Athletics on Instagram
RedDragonSports

To access the master calendar of home
and away athletic contests, click on
the composite calendar link on the
Athletics homepage. After subscribing,
the calendar can appear on mobile
devices and Outlook calendars.

ATHLETICS HALL OF
FAME
Do you know someone who may be
worthy of induction into the Athletics
Hall of Fame? Please nominate
this individual at: http://www.
oneontaathletics.com/sb_output.
aspx?form=4

The Hall of Fame inducts individuals
and teams in the following categories:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Student-athletes
Department staff
Honorary
Teams of distinction
Veterans

Nominations are accepted throughout
the year. Once nominated, an
individual or team does not need to be
re-nominated.
The next induction is Saturday,
Sept. 14, 2019.
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2019 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION AWARD WINNERS
The SUNY Oneonta Alumni Association extends its heartiest congratulations to this year’s Alumni Association Award
winners. The Alumni Association Awards will be presented on Saturday, June 8, during Reunion Weekend at our Annual
Alumni Association Awards and Volunteer Recognition Celebration Breakfast. This celebration will be open to the general
public, and registration is available through the Reunion Weekend webpage at oneontaalumni.com/reunion-weekendregistration. We hope you will join us in congratulating and celebrating these most accomplished alumni!
Nick Brown ’19 — Student Leadership
Nicholas Scott Brown held multiple
leadership positions during his time
at SUNY Oneonta. He was on the
executive board for the BeFit club and
a resident advisor for Huntington Hall.
As an RA, he created programs for his
residents that taught life skills, like how
to change a tire or jump a car battery.
Brown hopes he can harness what he learned both inside the
classroom and in leadership to his ambitions in the working
world. He was the student liaison between the School of
Economics and Business and the Alumni Association during
2019’s Backpacks to Briefcases program.
Art Dauria — Emeritus Faculty
Outstanding Service
Arthur F. Dauria retired in 2017 after 42
years of teaching in the communications
department at SUNY Oneonta. He
served as department chair for 12 of
those years but stepped down to spend
the last five years teaching students
and mentoring new faculty. Among
his accomplishments are: publishing several articles and
one book; receiving the Chancellor’s Award for Excellence
in Teaching; helping to lead the department to a unified
curriculum of communication courses responsive to modern
students’ needs; orchestrating the physical department
to one unified space; and providing improved facilities for
fellow teachers. Since his retirement, Dauria has enjoyed his
participation on the College at Oneonta Foundation Board of
Directors. But his greatest challenge — and greatest joy —
was teaching.
Peter Dorn ’71— Military Service
Peter R. Dorn completed his postgraduate schooling at the National
Defense University; Armed
Forces Staff College; and Harvard
University John F. Kennedy School
of Government’s Executive in
National and International Security
Program. Dorn’s military service spans
26
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48 years with over 20 years as an active-duty Marine. He
retired at the rank of lieutenant colonel. After his active duty
career, Dorn was a senior staffer in the Office of National
Drug Control Policy in the office of the Director of Central
Intelligence’s Crime and Narcotics Center. He also was a
senior congressional staffer. For the past 15 years, he has
been a congressional lobbyist serving military-related clients.
Kathy Hewlett — Current Staff
Outstanding Service
Kathy Hewlett is a familiar
face to current students and to
alumni. She worked in the Office of
Alumni Engagement for 12 years and the
admissions office for three years; now,
she is the student supervisor and box
office manager for the Hunt College
Union information desk. In 2015, Hewlett was recognized
by graduating seniors in the First Destinations program for
positively impacting their lives. In 2017, she received the
Francis S. Daley Outstanding Service Award from the Division
of Student Development. In 2014, Hewlett was the Oneonta
High School Alumni of the Year. While her professional
achievements are many, she says that her greatest
accomplishment is her family.
Roland Holstead ’67 — Red Dragon
Spirit-Individual
Alumni of Distinction honoree Roland
E. Holstead was the sixth member
of his extended family to attend the
College (the 14th member of the
family has just completed her first
year at the College). Holstead earned
a doctorate from the University of
Connecticut and was awarded a postdoctoral Alfred P. Sloan
Fellowship from Harvard University to study computerassisted instruction. He served on active duty with the United
States Navy (1967-69) in the Taiwan Defense Command. He
continued service in the Navy Reserve and retired as a captain
aboard the USS Constitution in 2004. Holstead began his
career at Springfield College and continued as an assistant
dean at the University of Connecticut, a dean at the
University of the District of Columbia, and a vice president
at American International College. He served on the Board

of Directors of the SUNY Oneonta Alumni Association,
culminating his service to the College as president of the
association (2016-18.) During that time, he chaired the Class
of 1967 reunion, served on the Alumni Awards committee,
and stewarded the Class of 1967 Scholarship.
David Lynch ’74 — Humanitarian
David Lynch’s first “school” was a blue
tarp on bare ground. His eager students
learned despite interruptions of pigs,
dogs, and chickens. Their first one-room
school came from reader donations
after a Los Angeles Times article about
the school. Lynch has built three schools
at the dumps in Tijuana, Mexico.
Eleven years ago, he expanded his work to the Matagalpa,
Nicaragua, municipal dump, where he found a young
man whose first school was also a blue tarp.
The picture book Armando and the Blue Tarp School; a
children’s theater musical based on the book; a Los Angeles
community college play—Responsibility: The Musical; and the
documentary The Tijuana Project all highlight “Señor David”
and his work. His honors include the World of Children
Humanitarian Award in part sponsored in part by UNICEF.
The nonprofit organization Responsibility, Inc. supports his
effort.
Alice Maggiore ’10 — Emerging Leader
Alice Maggiore began working with the
Downtown Committee of Syracuse Inc.
in January 2015. As communications
manager, she is the “voice” of the
Downtown Committee, handling all
internal and external communications
to promote the businesses, retailers,
restaurants, and residents that are
driving revitalization throughout downtown Syracuse.
She designs the Downtown Committee’s annual report,
prepares press releases for local news coverage, manages
the Downtown Committee’s social media accounts, and has
a hand in organizing all Downtown Committee signature
events, such as the annual Downtown Living Tour every May.  

Phi Omega. Also notable is her involvement with the Alumni
Association. Narins is the secretary of the Oneonta Future
Alumni Network (OFAN) and has held a seat as a student
board member on the Alumni Association Board of Directors
since June 2017.
Zubaida Qamar ’10 — Emerging Leader
Zubaida Qamar is an assistant professor
of nutrition and dietetics at San
Francisco State University. She earned
a master’s and a doctorate in nutrition
from Texas A&M University.
Qamar’s research investigates the
behavioral aspects of nutrition
and cultural and socioeconomic
determinants of health in diverse communities. Her research
interests include utilizing technology and community-based
approaches toward the development of nutrition programs
that aim to improve dietary behaviors in diverse communities
and reduce the risk for chronic diseases.
Mary Schrot ’92 — Outstanding
Commitment to Diversity and Inclusion
Mary B. Schrot graduated from
Lesley University in 2000 with
a master’s degree in intercultural
counseling. She studied abroad at
the American University of Rome
and volunteered with World Teach
as an English-language instructor at
Phetchaburi Rajabhat University, Thailand.
Schrot has worked for over 26 years as an international
student and scholar advisor at numerous institutions,
including Duke, Harvard, MIT, Newbury College, Boston
University, and SUNY Oneonta. Since 2014, she has been
working at the Scripps Research Institute in Florida. She
has assisted thousands of international students, scholars,
doctors, and researchers not only in pursuing their academic
and career goals, but also in exposing them to diverse
experiences and cultures.

Grace Narins ’19— Student Leadership
Grace Narins is a biology major with
a chemistry minor and a pre-pharmacy
concentration. After graduation, she
will pursue a doctorate in pharmacy at
the University of Maryland. Narins has
been on the executive board for
the Class of 2019 since her first
year. She is also involved in honor
societies including Phi Eta Sigma and Beta Beta Beta. She
completed over 100 hours of community service in Alpha
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FROM THE COLLEGE FOUNDATION

photos by: Michael Forster Rothbart

PREPARED
AND
EMPOWERED
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Thank you for believing
in my potential to
succeed in this career
field and in my dreams.
— Yahayra Colon ‘19
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Yahayra’s Pathway to Success
Yahayra Colon ’19 is an intern in the Illinois State Police Forensic Science Center and a recipient of the Helen and Michael
Casper Fellowship for Internship Support. Here, we chart her path through SUNY Oneonta from admission all the way to her
plans beyond graduation:
“I feel continuous support from my ACE counselors. They push me and root for me.”
ADMISSION TO
SUNY ONEONTA
• First-generation college
student
• Accepted to the Access
to College Excellence program
for disadvantaged students

“My scholarships ease my
financial stress so I can
focus on my studies.”
SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORT
• Richard and Maureen
Lillis Scholarship
• SUNY Oneonta
Foundation Scholarship
• KeyBank Foundation
Opportunity Programs
Scholarship
• Class of 1997 Scholarship
• Alumni Centennial
Scholarship

ENGAGEMENT & PAYING IT FORWARD
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Featured Panelist, 25th Annual Scholarship Dinner
Senior Manager, Center for Multicultural Experiences
Logistic Coordinator, Activities Council
Resident Advisor, Huntington Hall
Internship Ambassador, Career Development Center
Tour Guide, Office of Diversity & Inclusion
Orientation Leader, New Student Services
Participant, Educational Opportunity Program
Alumni & Networking Dinner

“I promoted an inclusive
environment to enrich the
multicultural climate, adding to the
strength of our College community.”

FUNDING & FUTURE PLANS
The Caroline ‘67 and David D’Antonio
Student Travel for Excellence Fund
The Helen & Michael Casper Fellowship
for Internship Support

“I plan to attend graduate school for a master’s degree in forensic
technology. These awards allowed me to focus on my future.”
When you give to SUNY Oneonta, you create opportunities and prepare and empower our students. Thank you. oneonta.edu/give

State University College at Oneonta Foundation Corporation
This is our legal name, and it is important that this name be used in wills, retirement plans, life insurance policies, and all other
estate planning documents that name the College as a beneficiary of a gift or bequest. For more information about giving to SUNY
Oneonta now or in the future, please contact:
Paul J. Adamo ’81
Vice President for College Advancement
paul.adamo@oneonta.edu

Tim Hayes
Senior Advancement Officer
tim.hayes@oneonta.edu

Ellen Blaisdell
Director of Gift Planning
ellen.blaisdell@oneonta.edu

Jill Mirabito
Senior Advancement Officer
jill.mirabito@oneonta.edu

Division of College Advancement
308 Netzer Administration Building
SUNY Oneonta | Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-436-2535 | Fax: 607-436-2686
http://www.oneonta.edu/advancement/
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BEYOND THE PILLARS
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The recent swearing in and robing ceremony for judges and justices in Suffolk County on Long Island had
five SUNY Oneonta alumni in attendance. From left: District Court Judge Honorable John J. Andrews ’78;
Supreme Court Justice Honorable George Nolan ’80; Family Court Judge and Alumni of Distinction
honoree Karen Kerr-Ozimek ’82; Supreme Court Justice and Alumni of Distinction honoree Richard
Ambro ’81, and District Court Judge and Alumni of Distinction honoree James A. McDonaugh ’91.

1958
Ann Crawford is interested in hearing
from anyone from the Accelerated Class
of 1958. “Surely,” she says, “there are
some of you who fondly remember those
OLD days?”

1960
Robert Gaffney retired in 1991 as an
intermediate school principal from the
Hornell City School District in Hornell,
New York.

Jennifer A. Carpenter ’92 Scholarship,
which supports Bay Shore High School
graduates who attend SUNY Oneonta.
David Connors (pictured below third
from left with sons Billy, David, and
Ryan) ran into Clare Lenz in Normandy,
France, in summer 2018 because she
noticed his SUNY Oneonta alumni
T-shirt. He says it was great to see Roger
Hover and Carol Hover ’65 at the DK
reunion in June.

Barbara Gerardi keeps busy making
quilts in two quilt groups and bowling
in a league. She went to Israel with a
church group in January.
Claire Sullivan is the primary caregiver
for her husband. She works on
homework with her grandchildren and
attends as many of their games as she
can.

Genevieve McKee attended a portion of
the Department of Defense Dependents
Schools annual Reunion in 2018. She
taught in Okinawa, Japan and Germany
from 1966 to1968.

1964

55th

Phil
Carpenter
was inducted
in April to the Bay
Shore High School
Hall of Fame, in Bay Shore, New
York. Phil taught middle school social
studies for 54 years. Phil established
the Philip M. Carpenter ’64 ’67G and
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1973

1968 Alumni Spotlight
Alumni of Distinction honorees Leslie Greenbaum and Paul Perlman ’76
hosted the men’s and women’s basketball teams at Frank’s Sunny Italy in
Buffalo, New York.

1965
Robert Washburn re-retired four
years ago from his retirement job in
the teachers education division of
Dominican College in Orangeburg, New
York. He and wife Linda have taken up
river cruising and touring in Europe.

1966
David Cooper says, “Coops still going
strong. Four grandkids (ages 13, 11,
7, and 6) keep my wife and I busy and
broke. What a way to go!”

1968
Teresa Millias completed her sevenbook series Stories from Lone Moon
Creek. The books are available at local
bookstores; online through Amazon.
com, and Barnes & Noble; or email:
tmillias12197@gmail.com.
Six Bacon Hall alumnae gathered for
their 50th college reunion: Azalea
Wnorowski Baker, Ellen Froehlich
Gangross, Janet Klimasz Stadulis,
Char Kucharek Eaton, Valerie Malkus
’84G, and Claire “Micki” O’Keefe
Roemer. All had a fabulous time!

1969

50th

Stephanie Torkilson-Bambina
and her husband, Steve, are
rehabbing a cottage on the Journey’s End
section of Goodyear Lake in Maryland,
32
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New York. It should be ready in time
for Reunion Weekend in June. “A home
on Goodyear Lake has been a lifelong
dream, which we have now made come
true,” she writes.

1972
Scott Ackerson retired from his third
career, which was teaching high school
English for the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Schools in North Carolina. He loves to
read, listen to music, hike, camp, and
ride his motorcycles.
Placido Impollonia is celebrating
his 43rd year as an energy manager
who practices and promotes energy
conservation, efficiency, and
sustainability. “It’s been a long, strange
but fabulous trip,” he says.

Alumni of Distinction honoree Maria
Burgio is the author of Wise Parent,
Healthy Child: A Practical Guide to
the Gentle Art of Childrearing and All
Children Have Different Eyes: Learn to
Play and Make Friends. She is a forensic
psychologist for the New York State
Supreme Court, and the Dutchess County
and Columbia County courts. Her
current book project, Little Murderers:
Character Studies of Ten Children
That Kill, has garnered three national
fellowship residences, the most recent
as a Woodstock-Brydcliffe Artist-inResidence.
Alumni of Distinction honoree Michael
Brophy lives in Philadelphia and serves
as a mediator with ADR Options,
working to settle lawsuits outside of the
formal judicial process. Mike retired
from full-time law firm life in May 2016
but continues a limited solo practice
and was recently named a Pennsylvania
SuperLawyer for the 10th consecutive
year. Mike sends heartfelt best wishes to
all of his friends and political science
co-conspirators from his years at
Oneonta State.
Sean F.X. Dugan is the president of
New York City chapter of the American
Board of Trial Advocates.

1974
Bob and Sheila Striffler,
and Ken and Deb Kawaller
At the Epicurea CuisinArt 2018 golf
outing on the Caribbean island of
Anguilla, Bob and Alumni of Distinction
honoree Sheila Striffler were thrilled to
see that one member of their foursome,
Ken Kawaller, was wearing a SUNY
Oneonta visor. Deb Kawaller ’77 reports
that she and Ken won the outing with a
tie-breaking score of 61.

45th

Alumni of
Distinction
honoree
William Canary
received the
Business
Champion
Award from the
ReadyNation
Global Business Summit for his
advocacy and activism for early
childhood education as president
and CEO of the Business Council of
Alabama.
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Jacqueline A. Kane published A Real
Whole Lot: A World War II Soldier’s
Love Letters to His Wife. The book is a
collection of letters from Jacqueline’s
parents. Newlyweds and recent graduates
of historically black colleges, they
spent almots all of the first four years of
their marriage apart while Jacqueline’s
father served in the military. The
book is available on Amazon and at
arealwholelot.com.
Dianne Modestini ’74G restored the
Leonardo da Vinci masterpiece Salvator
Mundi and provided a window on the
world of art and restoration with the
carefully compiled memoirs of her late
husband, Mario Modestini, a prominent
restorer. Called Masterpieces, the book is
published by Italy’s Cadmo Press.

1975
Carolyn K. Adams took the bronze
medal in her division at the USA
Powerlifting National Championships
in Spokane, Washington, in October.
She discovered powerlifting in the past
two years, which includes deadlift, back
squat, and bench press. Her goals for
2019 are to break her own state records
and to improve her performance in next
year’s nationals.
Stanford Business Books published
Organizational Transformation: How
to Achieve it, One Person at a Time by
Bruce Avolio.
Alumni of Distinction honoree Roz
Hewsenian, chief investment officer

of the Helmsley Charitable Trust,
received the 2018 Institutional Investor
Allocators’ Choice Award for Lifetime
Achievement.
Len Reyngoudt was inducted into the
Schenectady U.S. Bowling Congress
Hall of Fame in June 2018.

1976
Gail Ann Bucolo, a retired
biotechnologist and teacher, has been
given the Albert Nelson Marquis
Lifetime Achievement Award by Marquis
Who’s Who.

1981
Alumni of Distinction honoree Maj. Gen.
Anthony German retired from the New
York Air National Guard on Feb. 2 after
a 35-year career.
Residential senior living project planning
expert Frank Mandy is Kendal Corp.’s
senior project director for development.

1983

1977
Kenneth Kiewra is an educational
psychology professor at the University of
Nebraska. His book Nurturing Children’s
Talents is a guide for parents, educators,
and coaches on talent development.
Pedro Rodriguez’ daughter Anadelia
returned from 2 1/2 years with the Peace
Corps in Swaziland.

1979

40th

Mindy Sayres is an associate
principal at GZA Geo-Environmental,
an environmental and geotechnical
consulting firm.

1980
Barbara Scribano Wolff is a userexperience software researcher at J.P.
Morgan in New York City.

Neil Fishman is the president of
the National Conference of CPA
Practitioners.

1984

35th

Sue Ohrablo
has published
The Pocket
Advisor: A Family
Guide to Navigating
College. In it, she
draws from more than
30 years of work in higher education and
provides college-bound and new college

1982 Alumni Spotlight
Alumni of Distinction honoree Terrence Quinn is the director for the division of ocean
sciences at the National Science Foundation. Previously, he was at the University of
Texas at Austin, where he was a professor in the Jackson School of Geosciences. He
started his academic career at the University of South Florida, where he was promoted
to the rank of professor in the College of Marine Science before moving to Texas. Quinn
was a lead author of a chapter in the Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change 2014 and has served in numerous advisory and service roles
within the ocean sciences community in general.
34
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students information to help them
navigate institutional resources, policies,
and procedures. She also provides
guidance for academic planning.

Donald Gibson is the chairman of the
New York Bankers Association. He
is president and CEO of the Bank of
Greene County.

Alumni of Distinction honoree Scott
Salmirs appeared on CNBC’s Squawk
Box in December 2018 to talk about
efficiency being the key to success in a
tight labor market.

John Jacobson’s essay “Fly,” which was
published in About Place Journal, was
nominated for “Best of the Net, 2018”
and a Pushcart Prize.

Shelly Oberman hosted a regional

1988

1996 Alumni Spotlight

Vickie Bunty ’88 ’89G, a licensed
massage therapist and acupuncturist,
joined A Touch of Moore in Norwich,
New York.

Optometrist Bryan Wolynski
consults for OrCam Technologies,
which makes the OrCam MyEye
assistive device for people who are
blind or visually impaired. He is the
first optometrist in the United States
to use this technology. In November
2018, he appeared with a blind
veteran on the Dr. Phil show and
demonstrated how this device works.

1989
Robert Gilman is a partner and
co-leader of the real estate
group at Anchin, Block and
Anchin in New York City.
alumni event at Wakefield Bar in Seattle,
Jan. 31. (Back row, from left: Martin
Levy ’88, Shelly Oberman ’84, Andy
Boyd ’77; front, from left: Noreen
King ’82, Christine Atkins ’83 and
Holly Hoag ’79.)

1985
Jodi Kaplan was inducted into the
Oceanside High School Hall of Fame
Circle of Pride.

1987
David Boller

30th

1990
Vincent Alvarez is a Class C director of
the Federal Reserve Bank of New York.
He is also the president of the New York
City Central Labor Council, AFL-CIO
(NYCCLC).
Alumni of Distinction honoree Christy
Lamagna published The Strategic
Planning Guide for Event Professionals
in November 2018.

Nina Mooney and her husband
celebrated their 20th anniversary in
Glacier National Park, Flathead Lake,
and the Grand Tetons.

1995
David Boller, James Paloumbis ’96,
and Bob Russo ’96 opened Garden
Social in East Meadow, New York.

1996
Brian Della Rocca is senior counsel
for Clark Hill’s tax and estate planning
group in Washington, D.C.

1999
Todd Scorzafava was named
20th
a 2018 Top Financial Adviser
by the Financial Times for the
fourth consecutive year. He
is a partner with Eagle Rock Wealth
Management in East Hanover, New
Jersey.
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Logan and Jack Paveltich

2003 Alumni Spotlight

For years, the placement of a seasonal
wreath and tree on the sign for the
Holland Tunnel bothered Red Dragon
Cory Windelspecht.
“[E]very holiday season it is
decorated with two wreaths and a
holiday tree. But for some reason the
tree is over the letter ‘N’ in the word
Holland instead of the letter ‘A’ where
it would fit perfectly,” Windelspecht
wrote on his change.org petition.
“[It’s] just unsightly and ruins the
holiday festivities for people to enjoy
on such a great piece of architecture.”

2000
Michael Carrillo is the chief risk officer
for Purshe Kaplan Sterling Investments
in Albany, New York.

2005
Travis Stone was featured in the
Netflix series 7 Days Out for his work
as the track announcer during the 2018
Kentucky Derby.

2007
Christopher Catapano is a sergeant
in the Oneonta Police Department. He
is a certified hostage negotiator and a
member of the department’s Special
Response Team.

Kristina Gutierrez (Photo above)
showed her Red Dragon pride during a
college fair at the Queens Valley School
of the Arts. She is a special education
teacher there. Are you interested in
promoting SUNY Oneonta at your
college fair? Contact us at alumni@
oneonta.edu.

More than 1,500 people signed in
agreement, and the message was
amplified by outlets including NPR,
The New York Times, and The Daily
Show. A few weeks later, the festive
greenery was rearranged.
“It just goes to show you how many
people see it, and they go, ‘Oh my
God, that’s me! That just bugs me,
too,’” Windelspecht told The New
York Times.

Danielle Wegielski Paveltich and
Robert Paveltich welcomed Logan
Michael in September 2018. He joins
big brother Jack. (Photo above.)

2006

Alumni Spotlight
Scott Harris was nominated for a Grammy in the Song of the
Year category for “In My Blood,” which he co-wrote with
Teddy Geiger, Shawn Mendes, and Geoffrey Warburton.
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Current and alumni members of SUNY
Oneonta’s ultimate team during its fall
2018 reunion

2008
Robert Agostini is an assistant vice
president of commercial lending and
business development for the Bank of
Greene County.
Kyle Beckley began working full time
for the Army National Guard in October.
He still manages his two companies,

Beckley Productions, which is a
theatrical and digital media production
company, and Full Out Creative. Full
Out Creative provides photo and video
services for the performing arts in
New York City and beyond. www.
FullOutCreative.com

2009

10th

Ryan Delaney celebrated
SUNY Oneonta’s ultimate
team’s 12th year as a team and 11th
alumni weekend in fall 2018. It was the
largest gathering yet, with 142 attendees,
which included 65 alumni. (Photo
above.)

Building a Tradition
Brick by Brick
The Alumni Brick Garden presents a way to
commemorate your time at SUNY Oneonta, honor
people you care about, or memorialize a fellow graduate
or member of the campus community.
Donated by the Class of 2010, the Alumni Brick Garden
is a permanent tribute to those who have made SUNY
Oneonta the outstanding college it is today.
For more information, go to
oneontaalumni.com or contact the Office of Alumni
Engagement at 607-436-2526.
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Lisa ’12G and Jason Pomeroy
announce the birth of their first child,
Lincoln Daniel Pomeroy, on Aug. 26,
2018.
Trisha Meeker McCauley, Hannah
Babel Cottrell, Tiffani Montelione
Batewell, and Sean Batewell had a mini
reunion over the holidays with some
Future Red Dragons!

2011
Tyson Robb is the solid waste
coordinator for Delaware County, New
York.

2012

Alumni Association Awards

2020

AnneMarie Cucci completed her
doctoral degree at the University of
Rochester’s Warner School of Education
in May 2018. She is the annual fund
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and alumni
engagement
director at
D’Youville
College in
Buffalo, New
York.
Nora Venezky is the executive director
of the Greenbriar (West Virginia)
Historical Society.

2016
Ben German ’16G works for SOLitude
Lake Management, a national freshwater
and fisheries management company, in
its Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, office.

Hey Red Dragons!!
Did you get a class ring during your time
at Oneonta or have a relative who did?

We’re going to be collecting images of
old class rings or the rings themselves
for an archive project. Send your images
to alumni@oneonta.edu or mail your
images or your rings to:
Office of Alumni Engagement
SUNY Oneonta
108 Ravine Parkway
Oneonta, NY 13820
Want to Submit a Class Note?:
Email: alumni@oneonta.edu
Mail: Class Notes
Office of Alumni Engagement
SUNY Oneonta
108 Ravine Parkway
Oneonta, NY 13820
Online: oneontaalumni.com.
Photos should be the highest resolution
you can provide for print.

The Alumni Association awards committee is actively seeking nominations of
alumni who deserve recognition through our annual awards. We encourage you to
nominate outstanding individuals for the 2020 Alumni Association Awards in the
following categories:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Excellence in Alumni Service
Current Faculty/Staff Outstanding Service
Emeritus Faculty/Staff Outstanding Service
Friend of the College
Honorary Alumna/Alumnus
Outstanding Commitment to Diversity and Inclusion Alumna/Alumnus
Emerging Leader
Red Dragon Spirit: Group and Individual
Student Leadership
Humanitarian
International Alumni Achievement
Military Service

Find complete descriptions of each award at oneontaalumni.com/alumniassociation-awards.
Please submit letters of nomination to the Office of Alumni Engagement via email
at alumni@oneonta.edu no later than October 25, 2019. Nominations should be no
longer than 750 words and should include a description of the leadership qualities,
honors, accomplishments, and other supporting information that qualify the
nominee for the award. In addition, please include the nominee’s full name, class
year, address, phone number, and email address. Self-nominations require a letter
of support from another person in addition to the nomination itself in order to be
considered.
The Annual Alumni Association Awardees will be honored during Reunion
Weekend, June 5-7, 2020.

1940

Lillian Timer passed away on Dec. 14,
2018. She taught elementary school and
was a librarian.

1943

Rosemary Finn died on Dec. 5, 2018.
She retired as an accounting supervisor
for the New York Telephone Co.

1944

Kathleen Higgins passed away on Oct.
27, 2018. She taught English in New
Jersey and later became a guidance
counselor.

1946

Mildred Hubiak passed away on Jan.
28, 2019. She retired from the Owen D.
Young Central School.

1947

Claire Burns passed away on Dec. 27,
2018. She was an elementary school
teacher in Clinton, New York.

1948

Marjorie Seeley-Smith died on March
7, 2018. She was a member of the
Agonian Sorority and brought her love of
teaching to several school systems before
retiring.

1952

Kathleen Sullivan died on Dec. 6, 2018.
She was a public school teacher for 27
years.

1953

David Crandall died on Jan. 25, 2019.
He worked for the Schenectady City
School District, where he finished his
career as assistant superintendent in
charge of personnel.

1954

1957
Patricia Chamberlain died on Jan. 5,
2019. She was an elementary school
teacher and was inducted into the Kappa
Delta Pi honor society in education.

1958

Althea Gennarino passed away on
Jan. 2, 2019. She taught kindergarten in
Unadilla, New York, for 26 years.

1960

Betty D. Kohler died on Nov. 24, 2018.
She was a teacher, caseworker, and
certified nursing assistant.

1961

Donna Morey passed away on Jan. 4,
2019. She was a kindergarten teacher.

1962

Walter Debus passed away on Dec. 31,
2018. He was a Navy veteran and taught
elementary school in St. Johnsville, New
York.

1963

Alumni of Distinction honoree Evelyn
Read passed away on Jan. 7, 2019.
She was a retired first-grade teacher
at a public school on Long Island and
had a love of animals and cooking. She
cherished her time at SUNY Oneonta.

1964

Betsy Jane Gibbs passed away on Oct.
18, 2018. She was a special education
teacher in Shelter Island, New York.

1965

Linda Lane passed away on Nov. 10,
2018. She was a retired teacher.
Gary Turits passed away on Dec. 6,
2018. He was a high school principal and
taught education at SUNY Oneonta.

1966

In Memoriam

Barbara Urell died on Dec. 17, 2018.
She taught in the Edgewood and
Talawanda Districts in Ohio and at the
Miami University McGuffey Laboratory
School.

1967

John Bailey died on Dec. 21, 2018. He
was employed by the Kingston, New
York, School District for 33 years and
taught algebra at Ulster Community
College.
John Kalb died on Jan. 22, 2019. He
served in the U.S. Army Reserves and
received an honorable discharge in 1973.
He retired as a district sales manager for
Ciba-Geigy Pharmaceuticals.

1968

Paul Beams ’79G passed away on
Nov. 26, 2018. He retired at the rank of
lieutenant colonel from the Marines in
1992 and worked for the Boy Scouts.

1970

Dora Fowler passed away on Nov. 8,
2018. When she retired in 2011, she had
the distinction of being the oldest and
longest-serving teacher in New York.
Peter F. Gough passed away on Oct. 12,
2017.
Carol Seymour Walsh passed away
on Jan. 8, 2019. She was an elementary
school teacher and worked at Walsh’s
Video, her family’s business. After her
husband’s death, she started the Jerry
Walsh Memorial CakeEater Classic, a
golf tournament.

1971

David Norris died on Nov. 7, 2018.
For the last 19 years, he was the CFO
of Bottom Line Advisors, a corporate
consulting firm he founded.

Meryle Simon died on Dec. 27, 2018.
She was a schoolteacher on Long Island,
New York.
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1972

Jill MacCracken Morris passed away
on Dec. 5, 2018. She gave her time,
talent, and treasure to the Oneonta
Community Christian School.
Lois Friedenreich Shafer passed away
Nov. 26, 2018.

1973

Minnie Weinstein died on Dec. 23,
2018. She was a registered school nurse
and health teacher.

1975

Kathryn Pixley ’75G passed away on
Jan. 9, 2019. She taught in the SUNY
Oneonta Writing Center for 20 years
and was an accomplished musician. She
and her husband endowed the Kathryn
and Edward Pixley Scholarship Fund for
theatre and English students.
Rosemary Reese ’75G died on Dec.
26, 2018. She was the first lay principal
of St. Mary’s Academy in Dover, New
Hampshire.

1976

Jim Kohut passed away on Jan. 6, 2019.
He retired as a social worker for New
York state.

1978

Karen Herrmann died on Jan. 13, 2019.
She taught home economics for many
years.

1979

Rita Corbett passed away on Jan. 1,
2019. She taught at Catholic schools in
Watervliet and Latham, New York.

1982

Bethellen Connick passed away on Dec.
21, 2018. She was a devoted mother and
homemaker.
Sandra Goehrig died on Oct. 3, 2018.
Besides Jim Goehrig ’84, her husband
of 34 years, she leaves behind three
grown children and one grandchild.
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Linda Smith passed away on Oct. 5,
2016. She is missed by SUNY Oneonta
friends Mary Ellen Kokoska Lavin ’81,
Stacy Riegel Szoyka ’80, and Terry
Smith Drone.

1983

Max Fox died on Aug. 12, 2018. He
worked with Merck and was co-founder
and CFO of CarpoolWorld.

1984

Gloria Armstrong passed away on
Jan. 13, 2019. She took pride in her
membership to the Syracuse Regional
Church of Christ and had an active role
in the children’s ministry.

1986

Richard Barthel died on Oct. 27, 2018.
Leni Lee Brusso passed away on Oct.
15, 2018. She enjoyed collecting and
selling antiques.

1987

Reginald Sears died on Nov. 10, 2018.
He was the operations manager in the
computer center at SUNY Oneonta for
the last 40 years.

2005

Michael Cornell died on Feb. 4, 2019.
He was a disabled veteran who earned
four degrees from SUNY Oneonta.

Friends

Donald Axtell passed away on Dec. 10,
2018. He was the head baseball coach
and a physical education professor for 30
years.
Nick Barberio passed away on Oct. 22,
2018. He was a member of the education
department for more than 30 years and
helped train hundreds of teachers.
Ella Jane Baumgardner passed away
on Jan. 9, 2019.
Ellen Brown died on Dec. 8, 2018. She
worked in the educational psychology
department.
Betty Dean died on Feb. 2, 2019. She
worked in Milne Library.
Patricia Jackson passed away on Nov.
13, 2018.
Jean K. Jester died on Dec. 24, 2018.
Jean worked for SUNY Oneonta for 33
years as a secretary.

1988

Janet Kerr died on Dec. 8, 2018. She
retired from Cooperstown Central
Schools.

1990

Carl Meacham died on Sept. 2, 2018.
He was a professor of political science
from 1983 until his retirement in the
early 2000s.

Carol Bell passed away on Jan. 26,
2019. She was a published author.

Lisa Kuhn German died on Nov. 5,
2018.

1993

Robert Howard Greene died on Jan. 7,
2019. He was a CPA.

1996

Christopher Dirk German died on
Nov. 5, 2018. He provided patient care in
the Oneonta region as a certified orthotist
and prosthetist.
Kelly Knapp Hamilton passed away on
Oct. 5, 2018. She was employed by STF
Services in East Syracuse, New York, as
a document specialist.

Stephen Onduru Odongo died
Jan. 31, 2019. He was a lecturer in
the Department of Chemistry and
Biochemistry.
Richard Sturdevant died on July 10,
2018. He ran the electric service shop
and hardware and served in the U.S.
Army.
Roger Sullivan died on Jan. 4, 2019. He
oversaw SUNY Oneonta’s enrollment
growth as well as the enrollment of a
more diverse and academically talented
student body starting in 1996. As a result
of that work, the College gained national
recognition and rose in national rankings.

Alumni Profiles
The couple with their
son, Oliver

Kate English Mankoff ’02
Professional position: Associate Publisher of Marketing for Food Network
Magazine, HGTV Magazine, and Pioneer Woman Magazine, which are published
by Hearst, as well as an adjunct professor at Fashion Institute of Technology
(FIT) in New York City

Evan Mankoff ’02
Professional position: Director of project management office for Louis Berger,
an engineering and environmental consulting firm
Residence: South Orange, New Jersey
Where our SUNY Oneonta degrees took us:
Kate: I was an apparel and textiles major in the 3+1 program with FIT. I
thought I would work in fashion merchandising, but after writing for the State
Times as sports editor, I added a mass communications minor. Once I got
into my communications coursework and had several internships I decided
to pursue an advertising and marketing communications major at FIT. I’ve
always loved magazines, and my fashion background was helpful at the start
of my career at design-focused magazines. I ultimately earned my master’s at
Baruch College in marketing.
Evan: I was a geology major with a water resource minor. I earned a master’s at the University of Akron, also in geology. The
first job I took was very much in line with what I anticipated a career for geologists to be. After 10 years, I shifted my career
and now work in a project management office. I’m supporting not only the scientists in our company, but all the engineers,
planners, and architects. I help them in the process of project management, the training associated with that, and the tools
that they use to deliver those products to the clients at the end of the day. The transition to the project management office was
a significant change as I no longer really use my geology degree directly. One of the big things that I liked most about science
is exactly what I do now, problem solving — recognizing the problem, figuring out the best solution, and finding efficient ways
to implement a solution.
How our SUNY Oneonta education benefitted us most:
Evan: My experience as a geology major allowed me to walk right into the professional world with an understanding of having
an identified scope, how to break it down into smaller pieces, complete that work, and report on it. I learned that through the
opportunities I was presented with as a student. I was involved with a variety of field research as a student thanks largely to Dr.
P. Jay Fleisher and quickly learned that the process is similar in both academia and the professional world.
Kate: I think that’s where our two worlds differ. Science translates directly from the classroom to the workplace. For me, the
coursework provides a solid background that is then rounded out with the professional experience of internships. The 3+1
program with FIT is a definite advantage to SUNY Oneonta. I got a campus experience and core education at Oneonta that I
would have missed out on if I had spent all four years at FIT. When I went to FIT my senior year, I was prepared to focus on the
next step in my career and leverage the access New York City offers to the media and fashion industries.
Why we give back to Oneonta:
Kate: We met in the scholar seminar class that we were placed in our first semester. As part of the program, we both received
a book scholarship. It wasn’t a huge amount, but it was unexpected and helpful considering how much books cost. I also
received a number of scholarships from the human ecology department as did Evan through the geology department. We saw
the impact of how much they helped us. Once we were financially able to, we decided it was important for us to give back so
future Evans and Kates could also benefit, and hopefully they will one day pay it forward themselves.
If you would like to give to the Fund for Oneonta, endow a scholarship, or include a gift to the College at Oneonta Foundation in your
estate plan, contact the Division of College Advancement at 607-436-2535 or visit Oneonta.edu/give.
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