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Madison Nedell ’22 teaches
a fourth-grade class at
Worcester Central School
(WCS) about citizenship
during her Spring 2022
teaching experience. Nedell
already knew many of
the students through her
participation in the clinically
rich “block” program in the
WCS STEM classroom prior to
student teaching.

From Netzer 301
Our students, faculty, staff, alumni,
friends, and donors are all pillars of our
communities, both on campus and off:
• Having participated in Pass
Through the Pillars for both new
students and graduating seniors,
I could see the strength, hope, and
resolve our students have to improve
not only their own lives, but the lives
of those around them.

Alberto J.F. Cardelle
President
SUNY Oneonta
It is difficult to believe, but as of Sept.
6, I have been a member of the SUNY
Oneonta community for a full year.
What an invigorating, busy, terrific,
challenging, inspiring year it has been. I
want to extend my thanks for the warm
welcome my wife, Rachel, and I have
received as we’ve met various members
of the College and alumni community.
As I reflect on my first year as President,
I notice a recurring connection between
all aspects of the SUNY Oneonta
community and the notion of pillars
— not only the physical Pillars of Old
Main, which allow our current students
to share a tradition with those who came
before — but the people of this wonderful
community and the symbolic definition
of pillars as a sign of strength, longevity,
and sense of place.
I believe that the College is a pillar in the
greater Oneonta area. I intend to nurture
our relationship with, and continue our
commitment to positively contribute to,
the city, town, and region.
2
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• Our faculty and staff show strength
through their passion for supporting
students and creating an environment
that is enriching, encouraging, and
vibrant. The Class of 2022 even
started a new recognition for faculty
and staff who have been pillars of
their SUNY Oneonta journey. You
can read more about the new Pillar
Awards on p. 7.
• Our alumni, friends, and donors
are pillars of their organizations,
communities, and industries. Some
were recognized for their strength
of spirit and accomplishments as
Alumni of Distinction or Alumni
Association Award winners during
Alumni Weekend.
It is my firm belief that these recurring
examples of strength and commitment
speak to the valuable experiences and
excellent education students receive here
that will serve as pillars in their future
careers and lives.
Speaking of Alumni Weekend, what
a marvelous celebration of all things
Oneonta we had this summer! You
can read more about the events and
celebrations on p. 26-27. Everyone I met
was thrilled to be back at Oneonta. I
heard countless stories from alumni who
tie their successes to their time at the
College and the positive influences and
inspirations of faculty, staff, and friends.
The summer also provided time to
plan and strategize. As I mentioned
in the last edition of Reflections, this
past spring, we developed an agenda
of prioritized opportunities to help
guide our collective actions as an

institution over the next 18 months.
The Regaining Momentum agenda has
helped all areas across the College have
thoughtful discussions around possible
improvements and innovations. We have
provided preliminary funding to several
projects designed to support student
success and community building, both
on campus and off. The agenda also
outlines existing areas of distinction
and expertise related to sustainability
practices, student development, cocurricular opportunities, and more.
You’ll read about prime examples of our
College’s enduring proficiency in those
areas in the pages ahead.
I hope you’ll be able to attend the
inauguration ceremony Oct. 14 and
some of the related events that will
celebrate all Oneonta has to offer. The
sense of community I’ve observed and
experienced in Oneonta, both at the
College and within the local region, is
stronger than other places I’ve lived
before. It is my goal to build on this
sense of community, showing that the
College is not simply in Oneonta, but of
Oneonta.
In recognition of the special connection
between the College and local
community, several events leading up to
the inauguration will recognize the sense
of place that exists between the two.
They will celebrate the best of Oneonta,
both on campus and off. If you can’t
attend in person, you can still celebrate
from afar. For details about inauguration
events and a link to RSVP for the
ceremony, see p. 16.
I hope you had a rejuvenating summer
and enjoy reading about all that
members of our community have
recently accomplished.

Alberto J.F. Cardelle
President

From the Alumni Association
I am enthusiastic and grateful to
serve as president of the SUNY
Oneonta Alumni Association.
SUNY Oneonta has played an
important role in my life, and this
amazing community has become
an extended part of my family.
My experience is not unlike yours:
Either you enter as a member of
a family with long Red Dragon
relationships or leave with newly
established familial ties with
classmates that stand the test of
time. Friends I made in my first
year who helped me build my
future are the friends I reconnect
with today as if no time had
passed. This is a distinguishing
characteristic of the SUNY
Oneonta experience.
SUNY Oneonta continues to
provide the excellent education
and life skills that prepare current
students for their careers and
futures. As graduates, we are our
College’s best ambassadors. Our

actions demonstrate our pride
in our alma mater through our
professional paths, community
service, and willingness to serve.
With over 71,000 Red Dragons
from undergraduate and
graduate programs, we have a
powerful presence. As alumni,
your voice, ideas, and concerns
will be heard. I encourage you
to share your accomplishments
with us so we can acknowledge
them in this magazine and on
our social networks.
I ask all of you to participate.
Reengage with your Red Dragon
family. Leverage the Alumni
Association. Become familiar with
upcoming events. Volunteer your
time and experience. Contribute to
the Fund for Oneonta to support
the future growth of our College.

Drew McKay ’05
Alumni Association
President
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Class of 2022 graduates celebrate
during commencement.

Across
THE QUAD
College Celebrates Class of 2022
During 133rd Commencement

SUNY Oneonta celebrated the Class of 2022 during the
College’s 133rd Commencement ceremonies on campus
May 21.

“It was the hottest day of the year so far,” confirmed Michael
Kistner ’02, lead meteorologist for the National Weather
Service in Binghamton.

Students, family, and friends gathered inside the Alumni
Field House to recognize the 1,101 undergraduate students
and 143 graduate students who had completed graduation
requirements. Depending on their academic major, graduates
were recognized at either the 9 a.m. School of Sciences
ceremony, the 1 p.m. School of Liberal Arts and Business
ceremony, or the 4:30 p.m. School of Education, Human
Ecology, and Sports Studies ceremony.

During the ceremonies, President Alberto Cardelle welcomed
students and their families and friends and commended
graduates for their resiliency. He also asked graduates to
commit themselves to “proving the wisdom of those that have
invested in your education.”

Outside the Field House, College employees worked in
90-degree heat, directing traffic, taking tickets, running
shuttles, answering guests’ questions, and preparing
refreshments for after-ceremony receptions held under a tent
on the academic quad. Red, the College’s dragon mascot,
posed for photos with students and families.
4
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“Your first and immediate task will be to serve as a constant
antidote to the toxic polarization and loathing that has
distorted our national discourse and our basic mutual respect
for each other,” Cardelle said, followed by applause from
the audience. “Be sympathetic, be empathetic, and behave
every day with radical compassion, because as the Mayan
activist Rigoberta Menchú says, ‘The people are the only ones
capable of transforming society.’”

Other speakers offering congratulatory remarks included
Keith Jones, presiding officer of the faculty; College Council
Chair Patrick E. Brown ’78; and Dennis Craig, vice president
for student affairs and enrollment management at Purchase
College. Craig, who served as acting president of SUNY
Oneonta for a year, gave the address to graduates and was
recognized for his service to the College with a special
College Council Resolution.

where this all started,” she said. “Because in this humble little
town that students and alumni alike call home, you created
the closest of friendships, tackled the grandest of obstacles,
and made the fondest of memories.”

Senior Class President Jillian Martelle ’22 also spoke.
“Looking back, I can confidently say that I took one of the
biggest leaps of my life attending SUNY Oneonta,” she said,
“and it has without a doubt been the best decision I could
have made.”
The Catskill Brass provided musical selections for the
event, the Leatherstocking District Pipe Band performed
the processional, and Joslyn Shepard-Stivers ’22 sang the
national anthem and alma mater.
After the conferral of degrees by President Cardelle and
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs Richard
Lee ’80, Alumni Association Board member Jessica
Sinopoli ’20 encouraged graduates to stay connected with
the College.
“Today you will walk out of this auditorium and go on to do
whatever you see fit, but we encourage you to never forget

Students Offer Income Tax Assistance

“This is an incredible experiential learning opportunity
for our students,” Foley-Deno says. “They not only put into
practice what they’ve learned in the classroom but also get
to interact with community members and help simplify
a process that, for many people, can be confusing and
stressful.”

Students Rachel Henry ’24 and Justin Almanzar ’23 work on an
income tax return for Oneonta resident.

Continuing a tradition started years ago by a beloved
professor, business economics and accounting students
prepared income tax returns this spring for the campus
community and beyond.
Through the IRS’s Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)
program, 17 students received extensive training to prepare
and file free basic tax returns for SUNY Oneonta students
and employees. Assistance was also available to area
residents who qualified.
SUNY Oneonta has been a VITA partner organization for
many years, thanks to William “Jeff ” Weinell ’96, a lecturer
and academic advisement coordinator for the School of
Economics and Business who died in 2020. Weinell, who also
served as a mentor and advisor to various campus clubs,
initiated and grew the VITA program. When he ran it, VITA
was held off campus and was a volunteer opportunity for a
small number of students.
After a year off due to the pandemic, the program was held on
campus and turned into a class, taught by Charlene FoleyDeno, assistant professor of accounting.

Abigail Gifford ’22, Anthony Baglivo ’22, and Melanie
Soesman ’22 volunteered with Weinell at the program’s
inception and have seen it grow ever since. This year, Gifford
and Baglivo were student reviewers/coordinators and
Soesman was an assistant coordinator.
“My mom was a CPA, so this process was always something
I was aware of,” says Gifford, a professional accounting major
from Northport, New York. “But this experience, because it’s
completely hands-on, changed my entire understanding of
taxes and what she did. It’s a different way of learning, and it’s
really been great.”
All VITA volunteers must take and pass 50-plus hours of
IRS tax law training, which includes maintaining the privacy
and confidentiality of taxpayer information. In addition to
requiring volunteers to certify their knowledge of the tax
laws, the IRS requires a quality review check for every return
prepared at a VITA site prior to filing.
“Having this experience was what helped me land an
internship,” says Baglivo, a business economics major from
Brooklyn, New York, who hopes to one day be a business
underwriter. “It’s the first thing on my resume that people ask
about, because that’s what it’s all about — getting that handson experience.”
Fall 2022 | Reflections

5

26th annual Undergraduate Philosophy Conference

SLAB Students Organize Academic Conferences

Academic excellence was on special display during the month
of April, thanks to three student-organized conferences and
a symposium that spotlighted students, faculty, and alumni
from the School of Liberal Arts and Business (SLAB).
Philosophy
SUNY Oneonta’s 26th annual Undergraduate Philosophy
Conference, held April 1-2 in Morris Hall, drew philosophy
student scholars from colleges and universities across the
country. Renowned philosopher, author, activist, journalist,
and advocate for free speech and academic freedom Alice
Dreger delivered the keynote address, Courage and the Value
of Disloyalty.
Mathematics major Aliyah Abdelsalam ’23, of Sunnyside,
New York, represented SUNY Oneonta, presenting the
paper The Philosophy of Technology: Metaverse and Possible
Worlds.
Women’s and Gender Studies
The Women’s and Gender Studies Student Symposium, held
April 13 and 15 at Hunt Union, featured presentations by
eight students, each of whom picked one feminist-activist
scholar to research. Treviny Cox ’22, of Cohoes, New York,
presented on bell hooks’ Work on Black Feminism and Theory
as a Healing Practice.
“The WGS symposium was an inspiring experience,” Cox
says. “Being able to present the work we do is so important.
Feminist and activist spaces that these conversations create
are great pushes for change.”
English
The English Department’s 11th annual New Critics
Undergraduate Literature and Composition Conference
was held April 23 at the Morris Conference Center. The
conference was split into four sessions, with 17 students
presenting. Students from other colleges are usually invited
to attend, but advisors decided to keep the event small this
year and limit it to SUNY Oneonta students due to the
6
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pandemic. Closing out the conference was keynote speaker
M.T. Anderson, a well-known sci-fi author, who presented the
talk The End of All Our Exploring: Writing in a Strange Land.
English major Haleigh Eustis ’24, of Schuylerville, New
York, helped organize the event and presented during the
Percy Jackson/Rick Riordan panel. Eustis discussed sexuality
(or the lack thereof) in the authors’ novels and how this
could affect young readers who don’t see much LGBTQIA+
representation in youth novels. Although public speaking is
not her strong suit, she says, it was a great experience overall.
“Seeing people interested in what I had to say was just so
exciting!” Eustis says. “The conversation among everyone
was magnetic, and the entire event made me very proud of
the work Parnassus (the English club) had done for months in
advance.”
Political Science
The 13th annual Undergraduate Political Science Conference,
hosted by the Political Science Club, was held April 29 at
Hunt Union. The conference featured research presentations
by six students — one from SUNY Oneonta and others from
colleges across the state. There was also a networking hour
and an alumni panel, where recent Oneonta graduates — one
of whom is a policy analyst for the New York State Senate —
discussed life after graduation. Edward J. Erickson, professor
of international relations and retired U.S. Army lieutenant
colonel, gave the keynote address, Hydropolitics and
International Affairs.
August Heminway ’23, a criminal justice and political
science major from Ridgefield, Connecticut, spoke on Justice
in an Unjust World: A Study of Post-Conflict Justice in an
Ineffective System.
“It was a good first experience with public speaking, where
I was able to present research on a topic I am passionate
about,” Heminway says. “Being part of this professional event,
which highlighted the best up-and-coming ideas and goals in
the sociopolitical world, was a great opportunity.”

Award winners at the Juried
Student Art Show

Students Take Part in Juried Art Show

A colorful array of over 80 works by 45 students was featured
in SUNY Oneonta’s Juried Student Art Show, held March 28May 21 in the Martin-Mullen Art Gallery.
Art department faculty members selected the works for
inclusion. Invited juror Nancy Callahan ’71, professor
emerita of art and a professional artist who exhibits her work
nationally and internationally, chose the award winners.
The show highlighted mediums and themes explored by
students throughout the academic year. Prints, 3D models,
clay sculptures, digital designs, photographs, drawings, and

Five Employees Receive
Chancellor’s Award for
Excellence

Five SUNY Oneonta faculty and staff members are among
a select group of State University of New York professionals
chosen to receive the 2022 Chancellor’s Award for
Excellence.
Simona Giura, associate professor of management; Sarah
Portway, assistant professor of fashion merchandising; and
Sasha R. Ramlal, associate professor of education, received
the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching.
William R. Wilkerson, professor of political science, received
the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Faculty
Service, while Rebecca O’Donnell, College accountant,
received the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in
Professional Service.
“Our Chancellor’s Award winners are leaders in their
disciplines who have excelled in the areas of teaching,
scholarship, and service to the College and its constituents,”
says President Alberto Cardelle. “They are most worthy of
receiving this great distinction, and I am proud to call them
colleagues.”
All five were honored during Commencement ceremonies
May 21. To read more about this year’s Chancellor’s
Award recipients, visit suny.oneonta.edu/news-events/fiveemployees-receive-2022-chancellors-award-excellence.

an assortment of mixed
media made up the offerings.
Tara Tassio ’23 designed the
show’s poster.

The Martin-Mullen Art
Gallery and Martin-Mullen
Creativity Awards are named
for two emeriti faculty
members, Minnie Martin and
James Mullen.

Class of 2022 Starts
New Tradition
Executive officers of the Class of 2022, in partnership
with the SUNY Oneonta Alumni Association, have
established the Pillar Awards — a new campus tradition.
The Pillar Awards give members of the senior class
an opportunity to recognize individuals who have
had the greatest impact on them and been a pillar
of their SUNY Oneonta experience. Each spring, the
nominations will be open to all graduating seniors.
In its inaugural year, 70 seniors nominated 49
individuals — ranging from teaching faculty to dining
services staff to administrative staff to athletics
coaches.
Pillar Award honorees were notified via email and
celebrated in the campus-wide bulletin. Although
a reception planned for honorees and students was
canceled due to COVID-19 concerns, honorees were
invited to join their student nominators at Pass
Through the Pillars.
Each honoree received a certificate from the SUNY
Oneonta Alumni Association and a framed image of
their nominator’s testimony about their impact.
To view the list of honorees, visit
oneontaalumni.com/PillarAwards.
Fall 2022 | Reflections
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Students Return to World’s Largest Music Trade Show
in audio arts production. “NAMM was a great opportunity to
network and build connections. The panels were great, but I
truly believe having everyone gather in person proved to be
the most valuable part of this experience. I left the convention
feeling inspired to keep pursuing my professional goals.”

Music industry students at The NAMM Show in Anaheim, Ca.

SUNY Oneonta music industry students resumed a
longstanding tradition, attending and taking part in the
world’s largest music products trade show, The NAMM Show,
June 3-5 at the Anaheim Convention Center in California.
After a two-year hiatus due to COVID, The NAMM (National
Association of Music Merchants) Show brought together
leaders, innovators, experts, artists, and creators across the
music products, pro audio and sound, and entertainment
technology industry for a rousing reunion. Instead of being
held in January, as is customary, the event was reimagined
and rescheduled for June to avoid any lingering travel
restrictions.

Students enjoyed special events, live music, and celebrity
appearances; attended dozens of demonstrations, panel
discussions, and educational sessions tied to today's trends
and marketing techniques; and got to preview and test new
products from 3,500 brands — from Ciari Guitars’ folding
guitar to the SoulPedal, a shoe insole that offers wireless
control of wah, volume, and MIDI parameters. Other
highlights included meeting Derek Dixie, music director for
global superstar Beyoncé, and getting an inside look at live
sound production through a broadcast streaming booth and
stage tours provided by Dom Cicchetti, Yamaha institutional
sales manager.
While in California, the group met up with Noah Rakoski
’07 and learned about his work as head of West Coast label
relations for YouTube Music at Google. They also toured
Google’s impressive facility.

Accompanied by lecturer Nancy Tarr ’87, 10 music industry
majors and Music Industry Club members took part in
product introductions and demonstrations, educational
sessions, panel discussions, and — perhaps most importantly
— networking and inspiration.

“That was definitely my favorite part — the Google tour
and meeting Noah,” says music industry major and singersongwriter Luke Mock ’23. “He is an astounding and
inspiring character who shared the most real and blunt advice
about the music industry. I also really enjoyed going to
panels and networking with other artists and music industry
professionals.”

“I’ve become so used to meeting people virtually and
reaching out via email since the pandemic started,” says
Hannah Goldberg ’24, a music industry major with a minor

The trip was made possible, in part, by support from the
Caroline ’67 and David D’Antonio Student Travel for
Excellence Fund.

College Celebrates Green Dragon Week

Sustainability-themed activities ranging from speakers to
student presentations highlighted Green Dragon Week April
18-23. A spring snowstorm April 19 left thousands in the
region without power, including the SUNY Oneonta campus,
and several Green Dragon Week events were postponed.
Power was restored April 20, just hours before a lecture by
award-winning writer and investigative journalist Anna Clark,
one of the week’s biggest events.

• A discussion and Q&A by Carrie Freeman, author of The
Human Animal Earthling Identity, on how individuals can
save the world by expanding their sense of self.

Highlights of Green Dragon Week included:

• An Earth Day Cleanup, in which students joined with
community members to clean up garbage and debris in the
Otsego County town of Morris.

• The Cornell-Gladstone-Hanlon-Kaufmann Lecture in
Environmental Education and Communication, Anatomy of
a Water Crisis, delivered by Clark, author of The Poisoned
City, which recounts the story of the 2014-16 public health
crisis caused by lead-tainted water in Flint, Michigan.
• A presentation by a representative from Material Maxim/
MAMCO on the company’s commitment to disrupting
the plastics industry by using hemp and other sustainable
materials.

8
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• A Campus Tree Phenology Walk led by Sean Robinson,
associate professor of biology.
• A DIY session on how to make sustainable body scrubs
from coffee grounds and other common household items.

Community members were challenged to
imagine what the world of 2041 might look
like if we started working together now.

Free community sale at the Otsego ReUse Center

Annual Move-Out Event a Great Success

About 34 tons of gently used items donated by SUNY
Oneonta students were saved from the waste stream and
given new life this spring, thanks to the College’s Move-Out
Donation and Reuse Collection program.

On- and off-campus students moving home at the end of the
semester donated about 75,000 pounds of items. On May 24,
community members were invited to “shop” the items during
a free sale hosted by the Otsego ReUse Center.
Shoppers began arriving at 6 a.m., and by 9 a.m. over 300
people stood in a line that wound through the ReUse Center
parking lot and around the corner onto Duane Street, where
dozens of cars were parked. Mountains of clothing, furniture,
bedding, rugs, appliances, books, nonperishable food, and
other goods were piled high. One small group at a time,
shoppers entered a roped-off area, rummaged through the
items, and filled reusable bags to take home.
Sustainability coordinator Rachel Kornhauser and about a
dozen other College volunteers in red shirts milled around
the roped-off area, directing shoppers, answering questions,
folding and hanging clothes, consolidating, and organizing as
the piles dwindled. By 10:30 a.m., only a few items were left.

“It was pretty amazing to watch everything disappear,”
Kornhauser says. “Since SUNY Oneonta started this initiative
in 2014, it has grown exponentially. We are not only keeping
items that students can no longer use out of the landfill but
also supporting the needs of our local community, and that’s
a wonderful feeling.”
The Move-Out Donation and Reuse Collection is coordinated
by the Office of Sustainability, which leads energy- and wastereduction initiatives on campus and engages the campus
community in sustainability programs. The office also works
to integrate sustainability into the residential and academic
experience.
The Otsego ReUse Center, a project of The Arc Otsego, keeps
items with life still in them out of the waste stream and offers
them to the general public at affordable prices.
“We’re elated to have this longstanding partnership with the
College,” says Faith Tiemann, chief marketing officer for The
Arc Otsego. “This project is all about community outreach,
and it’s incredible to be here and witness community
members getting the goods they want and need at no cost.
They are very appreciative.”

Students Donate Record Amount of Food to
Community Ministry

The Lord’s Table community feeding ministry in downtown
Oneonta is stocked and ready to serve, thanks to the
generosity of many SUNY Oneonta students.

what we did this year. We were all in shock and so excited to
share the amount! Our students were very generous to our
community.”

During the last two weeks of the semester, students donated
more than $6,700 worth of nonperishable food items, which
were collected in bins at Mills Marketplace, the grocery and
convenience store on campus. On May 20, the items were
delivered to The Lord’s Table, located on Elm Street and
operated by St. James Episcopal Church.

Last fall, about $2,000 worth of food was donated to St.
Mary’s Food Pantry in Oneonta, Foti says. The effort is part
of Sodexo’s Stop Hunger initiative, which uses funds raised
during a variety of on-campus events to alleviate hunger
throughout the community.

According to Joanna Foti ’16, field marketing specialist for
Sodexo at SUNY Oneonta, most of the donated food was
purchased by students using leftover Dining Dollars, which
can be carried over from the fall to spring semester but not
from spring to the following school year.
“When they have unused Dining Dollars, a lot of students
either stock up for themselves and their families or donate
them,” Foti says. “We collect food donations at the end of
every semester, but we have never received anything close to

Employees at The Lord’s Table show donated food items.
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Engesser, during an overnight shift in the Mission Operations Center

Class of 2017 Alumnus Working on
James Webb Space Telescope
The first images from NASA’s new $10 billion James Webb
Space Telescope have captivated the world, offering the
deepest and sharpest images of the cosmos ever captured
and allowing us to see farther into the universe, in both time
and distance, than ever before. And a recent graduate of
SUNY Oneonta helped make it happen.
Mike Engesser ’17 is a staff scientist working on the
MIRI (mid-infrared instrument) of the telescope at the
Space Telescope Science Institute in Baltimore. Seated at
a desk behind seven giant computer screens “just like in
the movies,” Engesser — who dual majored in physics and
computer science at SUNY Oneonta — takes data received
from the telescope, calibrates it, and analyzes it so that
it’s ready for science operations. His team discovered a
supernova, or exploding star, that had previously never been
seen, and Engesser received credit as author.
“It’s all a bit surreal,” he says. “I grew up learning about
the Hubble Telescope and hearing about Webb, and then
learning about Webb as an astronomy student with Dr. Josh
Nollenberg at Oneonta. We knew Webb was coming because
it had been in the works since before I was born. So, it’s
surreal to actually be a part of the project now and be around
all the people who have been with it since its inception.”
Engesser joined the Space Telescope Science Institute and
Webb project in 2019, after earning a master’s degree in
astronomy at San Diego State University. Knowing that the
launch of the Webb Telescope was coming soon, he and his
team spent the past few years preparing for this moment.
It’s a dream come true for a guy who spent his childhood in
Medford, New York, looking up at the stars, learning about
space with his dad, and watching the 1998 science fiction hit
10
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Armageddon over and over again, “as embarrassing as that
is to admit working in the astronomy world,” he says with a
laugh.
“From my youngest memories, I was always interested in
space. And this is such a fascinating time to be working in
this field.”
At SUNY Oneonta, Engesser honed his skills alongside
Nollenberg, giving observatory shows at College Camp and
the College’s planetarium. He also was a member of the track
and field team and worked as lead desktop consultant with
Information Technology Services.
“I had a rich college experience,” Engesser says. “I loved
doing the observatory shows at College Camp and had great
experiences with track, going to nationals and getting close
with my coaches, who always stressed that academics came
first.”
What stays with him most, he says, is the mentoring he
received from Nollenberg.
“He gave me invaluable advice about how to do research, how
to be part of the industry, and how to leverage my skills in
computer science in the field of astronomy,” Engesser says.
“That really helped me get where I am today.”
Engesser is excited to see what the future holds.
“There’s so much to do with Webb at the moment, and it’s all
very exciting,” he says. “I’ll be starting to write papers, maybe
looking to get my PhD. Webb has opened up a whole new
realm of transient supernova science, and I’m ecstatic to be a
part of it.”

SUNY Oneonta Named to Money’s
‘Best Colleges in America’ List

SUNY Oneonta is ranked No. 114 on the Money Best
Colleges in America 2022 list, which recognizes colleges and
universities across the country that have a record of helping
students graduate and launching graduates into jobs with
above-average wages.

“If the purpose of higher education is to actually lift the next
generation up, these are the schools that are doing the work,”
says Michael Itzkowitz, who analyzes data on college return
on investment and produced the new mobility index used to
calculate the rankings.

“To compile Money’s 2022 Best Colleges, our team looked at
more than 2,400 four-year colleges with sufficient data and
above-average graduation rates,” says Money executive editor
Mike Ayers. “From there, we scored on 24 measures in three
areas: quality, affordability, and outcomes.”

At 74.3%, SUNY Oneonta’s six-year graduation rate is well
above the national average of 62.2%, and Oneonta graduates
are well prepared for life after college. According to a survey
of 2021 graduates six months after graduation, 81% were
employed and/or continuing their education, and 84% said
their current occupation was related to their SUNY Oneonta
major.

SUNY Oneonta ranked higher than three of SUNY’s
university centers and was the only institution in SUNY’s
13-school University Colleges sector to make the top 135.
“We’re thrilled to be recognized as one of Money’s Best
Colleges in America,” says President Alberto Cardelle. “This
is a ringing endorsement that SUNY Oneonta’s education is
not only affordable, but exceptional. Our excellent graduation
rates, extensive experiential learning opportunities,
investment in scholarships, and successful alumni are points
of pride, and this recognition showcases our commitment to
making a low-cost, high-quality college education accessible.”
To calculate the rankings, Money looked at graduation rates,
the net price of a degree, student and parent borrowing, and
loan repayment rates. To evaluate outcomes, the Money team
considered median earnings, the share of alumni working,
and the share of alumni earning more than a high school
graduate. The analysis also included four “value-added”
calculations, which compare a school’s performance against
its predicted performance after accounting for standardized
test scores and the percentage of low-income students among
its enrollees.
The result is a group of 671 colleges divided into two lists —
623 on the main list and 48 on the “selective” list — that offer
prospective students “a quality education at a comparatively
affordable price.”

SUNY Oneonta is committed to making college affordable
through merit- and need-based scholarships for new first-year
and transfer students, and that support extends throughout
a student’s time at Oneonta, with a variety of additional
scholarships available for valuable experiential learning
opportunities such as study abroad, faculty-led trips, and
internships. In 2020-21, SUNY Oneonta awarded $5.7 million
in scholarships, and on average, students who graduated
in 2020 had $3,800 less student loan debt than the national
average.
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SUNY Oneonta students at the Pine
Lake Archaeological Field School

Students Dig Into the Past
at Archaeological Field School

Seven SUNY Oneonta students spent the month of June
digging into the past and honing skills for the future during
the Pine Lake Archaeological Field School, now in its 19th
year.

A collaboration of SUNY Oneonta and Hartwick College, the
Archaeological Field School introduces students to the basic
methods archaeologists use to identify, excavate, record, and
interpret archaeological sites. SUNY Oneonta provides most
of the equipment, while Hartwick provides the place — Pine
Lake Environmental Campus, located in West Davenport,
New York.
Lost and Found
Tucked away in a field nestled between Pine Lake and
Charlotte Creek, students worked each day from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m., sifting through excavated dirt and searching for
evidence of ancient hunter-gatherer communities in an area
believed to have been a gathering place for Native American
people thousands of years ago. The school drew students
from SUNY Oneonta, SUNY Albany, SUNY Buffalo, and
Syracuse University.
This is the only prehistoric field school in the region,
according to SUNY Oneonta anthropology professor Renee
Whitman, who started the field school in 2003 and now codirects it. It’s also one of the only field schools where students

spend time in the field and in the lab, processing found
artifacts, analyzing, and completing data entry.
“You become an archaeologist here — you’re really doing it,”
says Whitman. “Students learn everything they need to know
to work in archaeology: setting up units, mapping, recording,
the lab component, data entry, report writing, sometimes
exhibit design — all of it!”
Over the years, Archaeological Field School students have
found hundreds of artifacts that provide a glimpse into the
past, from 4,000-year-old cooking hearths to fire pits, and
more. This year, students found hundreds of flakes of chert
(a type of rock used to make tools and weapons), pieces of
pottery, nutting stones, and a full projectile point (known to
most as an arrowhead). They also found quartz that’s not local
to the region, indicating
that it had been traded.
“The first time students
find these artifacts,
they’re like, ‘Oh, my
God — this is 2,000
years old,’” Whitman
says. “And then they’re
hooked. It never gets
old.”

Volunteers Go ‘Into the Streets’
SUNY Oneonta students headed “Into the Streets” for the
College’s annual volunteer day May 7, bringing back a longrunning tradition that had been on hiatus for two years due
to the pandemic.
Students began their morning with breakfast and a sendoff that included a free T-shirt proudly identifying them as
SUNY Oneonta volunteers. Nearly 300 students signed up to
participate at 24 area not-for-profit organizations, according
to Linda Drake ’91, executive director of the College’s Center
for Social Responsibility and Community, which coordinates
the event. “There were most likely many more students who
showed up at a moment’s notice,” she says.
12
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Student volunteers traveled in teams to sites in Oneonta,
Laurens, Otego, Milford, Cooperstown, Burlington, New
Berlin, East Meredith,
and Delhi. They spent up
to six hours in activities
such as painting,
cleaning, and windowwashing at nonprofit
agencies, schools, and
churches; cleanup at
area parks and trails; and SUNY Oneonta students take part in
the college’s annual volunteer day.
landscaping at various
organizations.

Geology and biology students
at Dinosaur Ridge

Oneonta Goes West:
Field Excursion in the Rocky Mountains

SUNY Oneonta students from two separate disciplines,
geology and biology, teamed up this summer and put their
skills to the test during an 18-day field trip to the Rocky
Mountain region.

The trip, led by Leigh Fall, associate professor of
paleontology and geology, and Donna Vogler, professor of
biology, let 12 students learn firsthand about the flora, fauna,
formations, and ecosystems in Colorado, Arizona, and Utah.
Surrounded by desert, mountains, and tumbleweeds, students
honed their observation and identification skills, collecting
geological and ecological data and analyzing that data to
better understand how the natural world works.
“The trip was such a great experience,” says Erika Liguori, a
senior majoring in biology. “I not only made new friends and
saw new places but also got to experience what working out
in the field is like, and I will be able to take what I learned and
apply it in the future.”

In time spent at the Grand Canyon, Great Sand Dunes
National Park, Mesa Verde National Park, Arches National
Park, and Rocky Mountain National Park, students practiced
identifying rocks, fossils, plants, and animals; recorded their
observations in a field notebook; and synthesized their data
in field presentations.
“Picking a favorite part of the trip is really hard because
overall it was such an incredible experience,” says Samantha
Martin, a senior Earth science/adolescence education
major. “But I would say the peaceful sunsets and sunrises
at the Grand Canyon or the elk grazing in the back of
our campsite at Rocky Mountain National Park or seeing
dinosaur tracks at Dinosaur Ridge! Every stop on the trip was
a unique experience and extremely beneficial for correcting
misunderstandings I had in both ecology and geology.”

Field Entomology Students
Take Their Skills to the Stream

Six students in Professor Jeff Heilveil’s New York Stream
Biota: Identification and Ecology class spent two weeks of
their summer break wading in local streams and rivers and
getting up close and personal with insects of the region.
The intensive 16-day field experience let students learn
firsthand about the ecology of streams and rivers, helping
them see the vast diversity of insects in New York as well
as how human actions affect aquatic systems. They learned
to identify the organisms (algae, insects, fish, etc.) and use
different types of gear, and were introduced to questions and
problems in the field.
“Perhaps the best (and most educational) part of the class
is that students design and execute an individual research
project,” Heilveil says. “And at the end of the course, they
present their projects by giving a scientific-meeting-style
research talk.”
Student projects this year compared water chemistry above
and below beaver dams, looked at insect community changes
upon moving downstream in rivers, examined whether more
zooplankton (microscopic animals) were attached to rocks or
carried in the current, and more.

Students get a firsthand look
at the ecology of local streams
and rivers.
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More than 200 students took part in last spring's 2041 Project, using the tools of
creative worldbuilding to show people in the present day that an environmentally
healthy future is possible and to inspire them to make it happen.

2041 Project: Learning to
Build a Better Future

by Imagining a Better Future

To address the civilization-level crisis of climate change, one
must first envision a plausible, positive future characterized
more by cooperative problem solving than by competition
and conflict. This is the premise of the 2041 Project, an
interdisciplinary endeavor of the A.J. Read Science Discovery
Center with support from the Corning Foundation.

One class took a methodology under development today
— the use of plant-based methods to decarbonize the
atmosphere — and imagined how it might be applied in the
future. In their poster, the students presented the science and
showed how highly effective, cost-efficient algae farms have
been used extensively in Venezuela and Colombia.

The project uses the tools of creative worldbuilding to help
people think through the challenge of climate change.

“When we talked to faculty fellows after the project, they all
agreed this was a really great way to engage students and
bring the real world into the classroom and the classroom
into the real world,” says Doug Reilly, director of the A.J.
Read Science Discovery Center. Reilly is a co-creator of the
2041 Project, along with Brian Lowe, professor of sociology,
and Emma Sarnacki ’19, then a Science Discovery center
graduate intern from the Cooperstown Graduate Program.

Over 200 students and 11 faculty in 11 courses, along with a
handful of staff, were involved in the 2041 Project during the
Spring 2022 semester. The students showcased the results of
their efforts in late April at the 2041 Festival, which featured
student posters; a future-art exhibition; short talks and panel
discussions; live demonstrations; an interactive timeline
exhibit; a virtual discussion with Lori Marino, founder and
president of the Whale Sanctuary Project; and a keynote
speech by noted academic futurist Bryan Alexander.
The participants were primarily undergraduates, with one
class of students from the Cooperstown Graduate Program.
They represented multiple disciplines: biology, composition,
earth and atmospheric sciences, environmental science,
fashion, geography, museum studies, and sociology. The
students worked within their own class or with other classes
and received support from their professors, each of whom
was granted a 2041 Project Corning Sustainable Futures
Fellowship.
Among their outcomes:

The project’s foundation was laid in Spring 2019 during a
six-week climate change reading group hosted by the Center.
The group consisted of faculty, staff, and students. Their
selection was Down to Earth: Politics in the New Climate
Regime (Wiley, 2018) by Bruno Latour, which challenged
them to rethink how climate change was communicated.
“It was a really great group, but one of the things that struck
me was the level of despondency. Climate change is a huge
challenge,” Reilly says. “There was a lot of sighing and people
talking about how they were sad, depressed, didn’t know what
to do, couldn’t imagine a good future. And we thought about
that for a while.

• Environmental studies students made future news
reports about the climate and geoengineering projects.

“Eventually it struck us that if you can’t visualize success,
then your chances of success are a lot lower.”

• An environmental policy class developed tabletop
displays of future technology.

So, the group set about tackling this challenge. “Everyone
knows that to fix climate change, you have to decarbonize
the economy,” Reilly says. “We wanted to address people who
know this but aren’t able to act because they can’t imagine a
positive outcome.”

• A writing class wrote news articles from the future.
• Science classes made posters presenting real science
with fictional case studies.
14
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After pondering the issue, Reilly, Lowe, and Sarnacki decided
on “a project to collectively imagine a future scenario that
was as realistic and granular as we could make it — one that
would allow people, at least for a little bit, to put themselves
in that future,” Reilly says.
For some, imagining the future proved to be a challenge. “A
lot of students, when they think about the near future, have
a very dystopian view,” Lowe says. “And we can’t fault them
for that. The predictions for climate change are, at best,
unnerving.” So are apocalyptic plots in many films, books,
and TV shows, Lowe says.
Harkening Back to the New Deal
Reilly recalls doing workshops with classes and asking if they
could imagine every college student doing a year of national
service after graduation: “In that year, with other people your
age, you could do anything from rescuing climate refugees
to rebuilding habitats, mangroves, and forests to helping
farmers transition to regenerative agricultural practices that
don’t rely on fossil fuels.”
The concept is akin to President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New
Deal and his creation of the Civilian Conservation Corps
(CCC) in 1933. A work relief program that gave millions of
young men employment on environmental projects during
the Great Depression, the CCC planted more than 3 billion
trees, constructed trails and shelters in over 800 parks
nationwide, and helped to shape the modern national and
state park systems.
Reilly then asked students if they would like to do something
like this after graduation. “I think 98% raised their hands.
This generation wants to help. They want to be part of the
solution,” Reilly says. “What they don’t want is to be handed
not only a world on fire, but a world on fire without hope.”
Starting Out
The 2041 Project began small with a graphic design class of
25 in Fall 2019. Students were charged with imagining what
the public art of 2041 would look like and creating new art
in a style like the Works Progress Administration poster
project, a part of Roosevelt’s 1935 Second New Deal in which
unemployed graphic artists were paid to make public service
posters.
The next semester, the project expanded to three art classes,
two sociology classes, and over 130 students. The sociology
classes, taught by Lowe, conceived future ideas while the art
students, directed by Ruben Salinas, assistant professor of
digital and studio art, illustrated them as posters.
At the start of the Spring 2022 semester, organizers recruited
the 11 Fellows and began work toward the 2041 Festival, timed
to coincide with Earth Day and Green Dragon Week, SUNY
Oneonta’s annual sustainability celebration.

Podcast

Paper Hat Assembly, 1956

Another element of the project is a podcast, designed as
if it were occurring in the future, produced by Reilly and
Sarnacki and edited by music industry students in Professor
Andris Balins’ Audio Arts and Studio Assistant classes. The
first three-episode season was produced virtually during the
Spring 2021 semester. For Season 2, everyone was back on
campus; two episodes were produced in Fall 2021 and three in
Spring 2022.
The first season follows a reporter (Sarnacki) as she
interviews people about their role in fighting climate change.
In the first episode, she interviews three graduating seniors
on Placement Day, when they receive their National Service
Year assignments. Student volunteers played the various
characters.
By the second season, Sarnacki had graduated, and Reilly
took over the writing and producing. Sarnacki consulted on
the five-episode arc, helping craft the podcast’s dramatic
focus: The reporter from the first season has gone missing on
assignment, and a fledgling reporter is sent out to determine
what happened to her. As the new character travels crosscountry by airship, she interviews volunteers, including
several characters from the first season, about their national
service projects and the fate of Sarnacki, who has a cameo in
the last episode.
“The podcast was one of the most exciting projects I’ve
been part of at SUNY Oneonta,” Reilly says. “Andris’ audio
students were amazing, really getting into this future world
and what it might sound like, coming up with everything
from airship interior sound atmospheres to Detroit/
Bangladeshi trip-hop music. The volunteer actors, like Rosie
Baez ’23, who played the second season’s lead reporter, really
started to inhabit their characters, sometimes giving story
feedback.”
As for the impact of the 2041 Project, Lowe believes by
allowing students to imagine a plausible future, “they gained
optimism that [a world irrevocably damaged by climate
change] is not inevitable.”
“We hope they take this experience and say, ‘Yeah, we could
do this. It would be really cool,’” Reilly says. “And then they
track this vision back to the present and say, ‘Okay, how do
we start?’ And that would be the inspiration for careers, for
activism, for lifetime projects.”
Lowe, Reilly, and Sarnacki will present the 2041 Project
(virtually) at the Global Conference on Sustainability in
Higher Education in October.

“The festival, which was open to the campus and local
communities, gave students a wider audience,” Reilly says.
“And that was motivating and refreshing for them. People
were going to see their work. It was going to have an impact.
They were part of something bigger.
“We gave them permission and space to be optimistic and
radical and think outside the box, and we said to them,
‘Reimagine everything, start from the beginning.’ And that
really inspired them, because I think for some, it was the first
time they could imagine a positive future.”

Cooperstown Graduate Program student Cole
Webster ’23 demonstrates the mysteries of
electricity with a Van De Graaf generator at the
Science Discovery Center's 2041 Festival in April.
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The Inauguration of SUNY Oneonta's Ninth President

Alberto J.F. Cardelle, PH.D., MPH

Alumni, friends and donors are
cordially invited to attend President
Cardelle's inauguration ceremony.
Friday, October 14, 2022
Two O'Clock in the Afternoon
Alumni Field House
SUNY Oneonta
Please RSVP by Oct. 1, by visiting
suny.oneonta.edu/inauguration
Refreshments will be served immediately
following the ceremony.
Contact the Office of the President with questions.
607-436-2748
16
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5 FUN FACTS
About Dr. Cardelle

1

2
3
4
5

He’s a first-generation American. Growing up in Miami, Cardelle and
his two brothers had a traditional Hispanic upbringing. His parents
were Cuban immigrants who came to the United States in their early
20s, instilling in him a love of Cuban music and culture. “It was a
wonderful childhood, with extended family close by. We went to the
beach every day and played baseball and spent lots of time outside.”
Like many first-generation Hispanic Americans, Cardelle is bilingual
and frequently switches back and forth between Spanish and English at
home. Calm in most situations, he tends to fall back into Spanish when
he’s in bad traffic or doesn’t like a referee’s call!
He hasn't always been in higher ed. Prior to his extensive career in
higher education, Cardelle spent a decade working on health care
issues with the World Health Organization, the American Medical
Student Association, UNICEF, and Oxfam America, where he met
his beloved wife of 30 years, Dr. Rachel Frick-Cardelle. The Cardelles
have three grown daughters who are carrying on a passion for service
and adventure: Marianela, an engineer, works on sustainable water
systems in Singapore; Catalina attends graduate school in computer
science; and Josephine is a civil engineer for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service.
He’s been bitten by the travel bug. For Cardelle, the perfect day starts
with some good coffee and involves traveling with his family. When
his daughters were young, the family completed a cross-country trip
from New York City to Seattle and into Canada. They have adventured
together in Central and South America as well as in Europe. Most
recently, the Cardelle family traveled 21 hours to Indonesia, where they
climbed Mt. Batur and swam in the country’s pristine reefs.

Meet SUNY Oneonta’s
‘First Pets’
Cardelle and his wife, Rachel FrickCardelle, have two cats, Bagie and
Milton, who have settled in nicely in their
new home at the President’s Residence.
Shortly after arriving in Oneonta, The
Cardelles adopted a puppy, an Australian
Cattle Dog-Chihuahua mix, and named
him Yeobo, a term of endearment in
Korean meaning “honey” or “sweetheart.”
Yeobo frequently makes appearances on
campus and is never seen without his
stylish red SUNY Oneonta bandana.

He loves sports and enjoys staying active. As a boy, Cardelle was a
proud member of the “Mambises” Little League team in Miami. Since
then, he has developed a love for running and has competed in multiple
marathons and half-marathons; last October, he ran in Oneonta’s 28th
annual Pit Run. A lifelong fútbol (soccer) fan (his favorite team is
Liverpool), he has joined teams wherever he lived and even coached his
daughters’ teams when they were young. Rumor has it that he can also
skateboard.
He considers himself a foodie. Cardelle is always on the hunt for the
best coffee, tapas, and tuna melt, and he loves Italian ice but will only
order black cherry. When his daughters were growing up, he often
made their school lunches and became famous for his “Mac & Cheese
Tuesday.” These days, his favorite dish to make is blackened salmon —
Rachel’s favorite. Unsurprisingly, Cardelle has a soft spot for Cuban food.
Last April, Dining Services hosted a special Cuban Night at Wilsbach
Dining Hall for the campus community, and Cardelle handpicked the
menu. To ensure that it “felt like home” to him, Sodexo purchased bread
for the Cuban sandwich from a bakery in Florida.

Follow me on Instagram!
@pres_cardelle
Fall 2022 | Reflections
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Campaign Co-Chairs
Linda ’76 and Pat ’75 McCann

Students Get

Montanna Miller ’23 helps a pre-k
student hold a chick during a STEM
lesson at Worcester Central School

Hands-on Experience
at Local School

The jackets and lunch boxes have been stowed, the first
bell has rung, and 22 elementary education students
are sitting attentively in rows of desks, pens in hand.

“Welcome to Block 25,” says Leanne Avery, professor
and chair of SUNY Oneonta’s elementary education
and reading department. Let the fun begin.

In the back of the classroom, baby chicks are peeping
from a bunny house-turned-chicken coop. Clear plastic
bags containing germinating lima beans are tacked
up on the wall, next to the chick incubator and the
swallowtail butterfly cocoons. To the front, next to the
door, there’s a tank of brown trout that will be released
into a stream at a farm down the road. Along the
side of the room are two sinks, a box of Madagascar
cockroaches, and two colorful Lego robots that tower
above shelves piled high with science supplies of all
kinds.

‘The College Kids Are Here!’
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Today is Tuesday, and that means Block 25 has arrived
in Worcester Central School STEM teacher Sandy
Knapp’s classroom ready to teach — and learn — at
8:30 a.m. sharp. It’s a clinically rich classroom where
students in grades pre-K through 8 have their core
science lessons, with one class coming each period of
the day, similar to other “specials” like art, music, and
physical education.
Both the STEM room and Worcester’s partnership with
SUNY Oneonta have been in place since 2015, and they

have become an exciting and rewarding part of Knapp’s
work as a teacher.
“The best part is seeing the connections the children
make with the students,” she says. “Our kids, they so
look forward to it. Every Tuesday, they say, ‘The college
kids are here!’”
After a morning meeting with Avery and department
lecturer Jacqueline Myers, who is here today to observe
how the pre-service teachers integrate literacy into
their science lessons, the class divides in half. One
group heads to a small classroom off the library for
teaching methods instruction with Avery. The other
remains in the STEM room with Knapp to work with
the pre-K students. After lunch, they will switch.
Getting Their Feet Wet
Today is a C Day, which means students in pre-K,
second grade, fifth grade, sixth grade, and eighth grade
will be coming to the STEM room, and the pre-service
teachers will test the lesson plans they’ve developed
with their teaching partners for each grade level.
“They’re doing extraordinary work in taking on this
opportunity to work with students for a whole day every
week,” Avery says. “It’s very different from preparing for
a college class. They’re getting their feet wet and really
committing to a high level of professional practice.”
During the half-hour lunch break, the college students
grab their colorful lunch boxes and eat with their
professors at desks in the STEM room. “This is sacred
time,” Avery says. But the sixth-graders will arrive soon,
and there are last-minute preparations to make. One
pair of teaching partners projects a world map onto a
smart board on the wall, tapes a sheet of white paper on
top of it, and begins tracing it in black marker.
Throughout the day, pre-service teachers try out
lesson plans ranging from having pre-K students color
squares making up the sides of a rectangle and count
them aloud to understand how 10+6=16, to challenging
sixth-graders to write a persuasive letter to producers
of The Amazing Race about which of the world’s

Madison Nedell ’22 teaches a
fourth-grade class at Worcester
Central School.

Ryan Purcell ’23, left, and Matthew Hartman ’23, right, teach a
group of fourth graders about traditions in different cultures
during a STEM class at Worcester Central School

biomes would make the best settings for the next
season.
Real-Life Experience
It’s a long day, but these future teachers say it’s
worthwhile for the chance to get this real-world,
supervised practice.
“This is much different from the observation hours that
we would be doing. This actually gives you a real idea
of what the normal day would look like,” says Matthew
Hartman ’23, an early childhood/childhood education
major from East Atlantic Beach, New York, and one of
two Block 25 students who have been offered substitute
teaching jobs at Worcester through the partnership.
“Coming here every week has been so different from
other field experiences in such a positive way,” agrees
Dayna DeAngelo ’23, an early childhood/childhood
education major from Old Forge, New York. “We get to
make connections not only with the students but also
with the teachers. It’s giving us real-life experience of
what it would be like to be a teacher and really building
our confidence.”
“Block” is a semester of teaching methods classes,
usually taken in senior year, prior to student teaching.
Students (pre-service teachers) are divided into
cohorts that take the same methods of teaching classes
together and sometimes — as with Block 25 — do field
experiences as a group. But unlike more typical field
experiences, where students observe the classroom
teacher or have brief interactions in various schools,
SUNY Oneonta’s block semester includes a clinically
rich component that allows students to immerse
themselves as pre-service teachers for at least one full
day each week in the same school.
Fall 2022 | Reflections
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Students in the Phonathon
calling room work diligently to
contact alumni.

A Call for Support —
and Engagement

It’s a scenario that plays out nightly Sunday through
Thursday during the academic year.

platforms. During their first week of calling, they receive
individualized training from student supervisors.

Ring, ring, ring …

The program has five student supervisors, “experienced
callers with great individual performance and exemplary
leadership qualities,” Bethel says.

But unlike so many others, this call is not spam. It’s one
you’ll enjoy answering — placed by a Phonathon caller
hoping to engage alumni and raise needed funds for the
College.
The Phonathon, a program of the Division of College
Advancement, employs up to 30 students each year who
work from a call center in Hunt Union. They come from
all majors and backgrounds and work a minimum of
eight hours a week on a schedule of their choosing.

Callers are divided into teams, each led by a supervisor,
and team competitions ensue throughout the semester.
“We also conduct individual caller competitions, based
on our key performance indicators,” Bethel says.
It’s known as one of the best jobs on campus. Unless they
are graduating seniors, callers almost always return the
following semester — a boon for the program.

During a typical year, the Phonathon raises $100,000 to
$125,000 to support student needs and ensure a more
vibrant College experience, says James Bethel ’19,
assistant director of the Fund for Oneonta, who manages
the Phonathon.

“As students become more experienced, they’re able to
articulate a deeper understanding of the importance of
what we do and convey it not only to our prospective
donors but also to new callers coming into the program,”
Bethel says.

The program was paused in 2020-21 due to COVID. It
restarted in 2021-22 with just 15 callers, in accordance
with COVID recommendations. This fall, the program is
back to full strength.

As callers and supervisors, students have a unique
opportunity for experiential learning.

Before students hit the phones, they learn about the work
of College Advancement and are trained on two software
20
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“I learned so much during my time as a caller,” says
Morgan Collins ’22, an early childhood/childhood
education and Spanish major. “My oral communication
skills improved quickly as I began speaking with more

James Bethel ’19 develops activities
to increase caller morale.

and more alumni. I learned how to actively listen, think
on my feet, and professionally represent myself and the
College.”
Her supervisory role gave Collins confidence as a
leader. “I learned how to coach and guide new callers,
giving them both praise and feedback,” she says. “I also
gained experience collaborating on a team.”
Annaliese Szeli ’23, a childhood education major
with a concentration in Earth Science, loves “how
unpredictable each conversation is — you have to be
prepared for anything! This relates to my career as
an educator, since it is a critical life skill to be able
to connect with others and remain calm during the
unknown.”
“The Phonathon pushed me out of my comfort zone in
the best possible way,” says Gabi Mastrantuono ’20,
now an environmental health and safety associate for
Amogy. “Although I did not end up in a sales-related
career, the program gave me vital skills that I have
carried with me, particularly in leadership, training,
interviewing, and rapport building.”

Since assuming responsibility for the Phonathon last
summer, Bethel has instituted a number of changes,
including the addition of text messaging, “a really
effective way to get information to our prospective
donors.”
Most notable, he is transitioning the Phonathon to
“a multi-channel donor engagement center. We’ll be
calling members of affinity groups to provide updates
on Alumni Weekend and other events,” he says.
“We also want to re-segment our data so that we can
provide alumni with relevant updates and connect
them with callers whose experiences are similar to
their own.”
“It’s not just about securing donations,” Collins says.
“We and the College are genuinely curious about
where alumni are in life, so answering the phone
and having a nice conversation really makes a big
difference. We appreciate the kindness.”
“When I’ve had a stressful week,” Szeli says, “having
an alumnus recall a funny story about their time at
Oneonta or give me advice truly makes my day.”

And she points to an added bonus: “Being a Phonathon
caller doesn’t just look great on a résumé. It’s a
fantastic talking point during interviews.”

Morgan Collins ’22

Lin Pounder ’24

Michelle Feighan ’22

Joanna Krumholtz ’23
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The Campaign
In Action

As President Cardelle rebuilds momentum on campus,
we’re seeing this same enthusiasm reflected in your
financial support of the College. And we are immensely
grateful.
Over 9,000 Red Dragons have supported the Grow. Thrive.
Live. campaign, donating a total of $27,893,045 as of June
30. That’s nearly 112% of the original $25 million goal!
You’ll recall that when we surpassed that goal, we
introduced three new ones: to fully endow the Student
Emergency Fund with $1 million, establish 25 endowed
scholarships or student support funds, and increase the
unrestricted portion of the endowment.
Once again, you’ve risen to the challenge — helping to
make a profound impact on our students and the College
community.
Over $892,500 has been raised to permanently endow the
Student Emergency Fund. Our $1 million goal will make
available $50,000 a year to students with emergency
needs, enabling them to stay in school.
Since Jan. 1, twelve endowed scholarships or student
support funds have been created, easing students’
financial burden so they can engage in research and other
forms of experiential learning. And over $667,600 has
been raised for the unrestricted portion of the College’s
endowment, growing funds that can be applied where
they’re needed most.

Campaign co-chairs Linda ’76 and Pat ’75 McCann

During Alumni Weekend, we saw the campaign in action
in the achievements of our Alumni Award recipients
and Alumni of Distinction honorees. They spoke of how
Oneonta had been transformational in their lives and how
they are now giving back.
Farrukh Quraishi ’76, a soccer star who went on to
become a professional soccer player, “witnessed the ethic
of service firsthand” at Oneonta. As a result, he and his
wife have established an endowed scholarship. “The
generosity of others — complete strangers, really — made
the difference for me and others like me,” he says.
PUMA executive Scott Saltzman ’86 offered students
real-world experience when he engaged assistant
professor Sarah Portway’s Fashion Promotion class in
developing strategies for the launch of a new product;
he also invited them to his New York City showroom for
Market Week.
Won’t you join us as we transform the lives of a new
generation of students?
Linda ’76 and Pat ’75 McCann
Campaign Co-Chairs

State University College at Oneonta Foundation Corporation

This is our legal name, and it is important that this name be used in wills, retirement plans, life insurance policies, and all
other estate planning documents that name the College as a beneficiary of a gift or bequest. For more information about
how you can give to SUNY Oneonta now or in the future, please contact:

Jill Mirabito
Paul J. Adamo ’81
Tim Hayes
Benjamin Wendrow ’08
Vice President for
Senior Advancement Officer Director of Gift Planning
Director of Development
jill.mirabito@oneonta.edu
College Advancement
and Donor Relations
tim.hayes@oneonta.edu
paul.adamo@oneonta.edu
benjamin.wendrow@oneonta.edu

Our NEW mailing address is:
Division of College Advancement & College at Oneonta Foundation
308 Netzer Administration Building
108 Ravine Parkway | Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607.436.2535 | Fax: 607.436.2686
www.oneonta.edu/advancement
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40 Years of Investing

in SUNY Oneonta Students

The College at Oneonta Foundation (est. 1982)
It began with $50.

On March 19, 1982, with all the paperwork in order and a
$50 processing fee paid, the New York State Department
of State filed a Certificate of Incorporation for The State
University College at Oneonta Foundation Corporation.
That year, the College at Oneonta Foundation reported
total funds at $74,774.15. Over the next 40 years, the
Foundation experienced tremendous growth. Thanks to
our donors, our endowment funds and net assets are now
valued at over $71.4 million.
The College at Oneonta Foundation’s vision is clear —
provide a $100 million endowment supporting affordable
access to high-quality academic experiences for students

College at Oneonta
Foundation is
established on
March 19.

As we reflect on our first 40 years, we remain committed
to keeping an Oneonta education affordable, accessible,
and inclusive. The Board of Directors of the College at
Oneonta Foundation extends its deepest appreciation to
every member of the Red Dragon family who makes this
a reality through charitable gifts and grants of all sizes.
Sincerely,
Jim Doig ’75
President,
College at Oneonta Foundation Board of Directors

1996

1988

1982

at SUNY Oneonta. Progress toward realizing this vision
is possible because of charitable gifts from alumni,
parents, faculty, staff, and friends, as well as grants from
foundations and corporations.

Mills Distinguished
Lectureship
endowed fund is
established.

Founders’ Society is renamed the Netzer
Planned Giving Society in memory of our
late College President Royal Netzer and
his wife, Clara, whose generous bequest
endowed a fund for campus beautification.

1999
Cornell-GladstoneHanlon-Kaufmann
Lecture Fund is
established.

1983

1992

1998

2001

Press conference
announces the first
fundraising drive, with a
$250,000 goal.

Endowment funds
and net asset value
surpass $3 million.

Bequest gift from Rufus
Thayer expands the
Biological Field Station.

$1.1 million is
raised to establish
the Alumni Field
House endowment.

2005

2008

2012

2013

2018

Foundation welcomes
the first students to
its Board of Directors:
Amanda Villari ’07
and Jonathan
Winnicki ’06.

Board approves
naming of the
Martin-Mullen Art
Gallery with a gift
commitment of
$250,000.

Awarded
scholarship and
program support
funds exceed
$2.5 million.

Endowment
funds and net
asset value
surpass $40
million.

$25 million fundraising
campaign, Grow. Thrive.
Live. The Future of SUNY
Oneonta, is launched.

2007

2010

2015

Endowment funds
and net asset value
surpass $30 million.

Visions and Solutions: The Fund
for Science and Technology
raises over $5.2 million for
scholarship support in the
sciences, mathematics,
computer science, and statistics.

The 125th Anniversary
Possibilities Full of
Promise campaign
raises over
$13.6 million.

2021
$3.5 million in gifts,
grants, and endowment
income was expended for
scholarships, awards, and
campus programs in 2021.
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First-Generation Students

Navigate Uncharted Waters

For Odalis Galeano ’20, the first in her family to attend
college, her Oneonta experience “made me realize that
I am a community leader, a lending hand, an educated
Latina who can go as far as anybody else.”
Galeano, who majored in business economics and
completed an internship with Constellation Brands, is
now a U.S. Open recruiter for the United States Tennis
Association.
She is one of the growing number of first-generation
students to attend SUNY Oneonta and colleges
nationwide.

According to the Center for First-Generation Student
Success, one in three undergraduates now identifies
as first-generation — meaning neither of their parents
earned a bachelor’s degree. At Oneonta, the percentage
is even higher: About 35% of currently enrolled
students identify as first-generation. And as of midsummer, about 40% of the College’s incoming freshmen
and transfer students were first-generation, according
to Karen Brown ’88, executive director of admissions.
That percentage has grown significantly over the
past five years; in 2017, just 29% of incoming freshmen
and transfers were first-generation. The Center for
First-Generation Student Success projects “the firstgeneration student population will continue to grow
rapidly in the coming years, as the pipeline of first24
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time undergraduates is heavily weighted with first-gen
students.”

“It is important for us to recognize that first-generation
students are different — they have a different
background and often different needs than students
whose parents graduated from college,” Brown says.
“We know they need more assistance to maneuver
through the academic bureaucracy.”
That was the case for Maimouna Camara ’22, who
found that “a lot of things were harder for me because I
didn’t know exactly what to do.” The Office of Student
Success and the Office of Access and Opportunity
Programs helped smooth the way.
“Since none of my family had attended college, I didn’t
know if I would fit in with students from academic
backgrounds,” says Ethan Chichester ’23. After using
the Office of Student Success and other resources, he is
now heavily involved with intramural sports, mentors
new students, and plans to attend a graduate program
in city and regional planning.
Extra assistance starts with recruitment, when firstgeneration students and their parents receive targeted
communications explaining the college search and
admissions process.
Additional financial assistance is offered, too, in the
form of Opportunity Scholarships. The scholarships

SUNY Oneonta inducted its inaugural class
of 141 first-generation students into the
Alpha Alpha Alpha national honor society
during an April 24 ceremony at the Alumni
Field House.

provide $1,000 a year for four years to first-generation
students who have financial need, are New York state
residents, and demonstrate academic achievement,
distinction, or excellence.
Once admitted students send a deposit, they receive
When You’re the First, a booklet that introduces them
to other first-generation Red Dragons and outlines
the academic, financial, and other support services
available to them.
“We let them know there’s a first-generation
community here of faculty, staff, students, and alumni,
so that they feel they belong,” Brown says. “As a
first-generation student myself who attended this
institution, I feel a strong commitment and connection
to this particular group of students.”
Last Nov. 8 (the date that the Higher Education Act
of 1965 was signed), Oneonta participated for the
first time in the National First-Generation College
Celebration.
“We had buttons made saying, ‘I’m first’ and ‘I’m a firstgeneration supporter,’ and we had a celebration on the
quad,” Brown says. “We had cookies, we had giveaways.
We had volunteers all over campus.” As part of the
celebration, a special web page (exposure.oneonta.
edu/firstgeneration-red-dragons-blazing-the-trail) was
launched.
“National research shows the importance of being
able to see yourself on campus, so that’s a piece of the
web page — it has pictures of current students, alumni,
faculty, and staff,” says Monica Grau ’88, director of the
Office of Student Success. “That’s also what the buttons
do, and why we want people to wear them. It creates
another type of safe space.”

This fall, the College’s celebration will expand from one
day to four, encompassing such activities as a panel
discussion and a reception with President Cardelle
and the College’s vice presidents. “It’s important for
first-generation students to see all of the people who
support them, as well as identify with people who are
first-generation,” Grau says.
In April, Oneonta inducted its inaugural class of 141
students into Alpha Alpha Alpha, the national firstgeneration honor society. Membership is open to those
who have earned at least 30 credit hours toward a
bachelor’s degree and achieved an overall grade point
average of at least 3.2. As part of the inaugural class,
12 first-generation faculty and staff members also were
inducted.
“Over the next year,” Brown says, “we hope to share the
stories of more first-gen faculty, staff, and alumni on
the web page. But also, we hope to connect our firstgen students with first-gen alumni, faculty, and staff, so
that they have a mentor whom they can ask anything
of, knowing that they’ve walked in those same shoes.”
If you were a first-generation student and would like to
share your story or offer advice to others, contact the
Office of Alumni Engagement at alumni@oneonta.edu.
As often happens with first-generation students,
Galeano’s experience started a family tradition.
“It helped my younger sisters and cousins realize
that you can get a great experience, connections, and
education from a state school,” she says. “My extended
family currently has four alumni and five enrolled
students in the SUNY system. I’m so proud of each of
them!”
Fall 2022 | Reflections
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Alumni Weekend 2022
"The Hills"

Alumni taking a photo with the Red Dragon balloon arch at
Alumni Weekend HQ

From left: Tim Brock ’80,
Linda ’76 and Pat McCann
’75, and Gwen Schuster
’68 at the annual Alumni
Weekend Golf Tournament

TJ Jax ’14, throwing bags at the
Cornhole Tournament

Alumni Weekend Tennis Tournament

Women from the Half Century
Club with their spouses at the
Red Dragon BBQ

Rick Reynolds ’72, enjoying the
Friday night Cans ’n’ Clams
Alumni from the ’80s reunite at
Picnic
the Red Dragon BBQ
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More than a half-century had passed since they first arrived
on the campus of a small town in upstate New York, which,
upon their arrival, began to resemble populations of
downstate New York and the United Nations. Among their
number were distance runners, sprinters, and a band of happy
warriors that comprised the United Nations “delegation”
of their incoming freshman class. Men named Hurley and
Pastore and Stam had recruited them from nearby villages
and lands halfway across the globe. In the context of their
quiet and unheralded arrival among hundreds of brother and
sister freshmen, over the next four years they would transform
the surrounding village into a national power in soccer and a
real and present danger to those who would compete against
them in track and cross-country.
This was their first autumn together; three more would follow.
Fall, with the deep, rich splendor of its color in upstate New
York, became the backdrop for cross-country meets timed to
end at halftime of a home soccer match. Competitors from
across town — the perennial soccer power at Hartwick College
— and across the state first dismissed the tactic as a mere
gimmick, something “cute” intended to increase crowd size
even when the results of both competitions were predestined
against the host teams of Oneonta State. By the time they
graduated, no team invited to their campus looked forward to
the visit, much less the inevitable embarrassment at halftime.
They returned to the campus for Alumni Weekend in June
2022. They were much older now, but their spirits as fresh
and strong and undiminished as they were in the autumns
of their college years so long ago. They were not alone. Stam
was toasted, remembered, and eulogized; Hurley and Pastore
traveled more miles than one can count to join their ranks.
Time and miles traveled in their careers had taken its toll, no
doubt, as it has for us all. But it had not defeated them, and as
surely as victory had been their companion over the years of
their college study, so were the memories of those days — the
thousands of practice hours and camaraderie they shared —
their companions this entire weekend.
When one is fortunate in life, when a blessing is bestowed no
matter how deserving or undeserving its recipient, those who
are truly blessed carry it with them for the rest of their lives.
The brotherhood of athletes who first passed through those
pillars so long ago had never forgotten the blessing they
shared, or its meaning in their lives. Oneonta is called the
City of the Hills. For a special time over a weekend in June,
this brotherhood of soccer, track, and cross-country athletes
gave witness that while they still belonged to the hills, for four
years early in their lives the hills belonged to them.
Michael Brophy ’73

Members of the Class of 1972 celebrate their 50th Reunion Toast at the Pillars.
Karen Wilson-Payne ’05 gets ready
to paddle on the pond at Paddlefest,
assisted by Chris Shughrue,
Director of outdoor programs.

Jason Pomeroy ’09 gives a toast to alumni couples at
the inaugural Sunset Toast.

Kewulay Kamara ’75, happy to be back in Oneonta
Members of the Class of 1975 at the
Alumni Celebration Breakfast

For more photos of Alumni Weekend, visit shorturl.at/EIR89.
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Smile while you dial!
Kayla Leston ’23, in the
Phonathon calling room

Fund for Oneonta:

A Beneficiary of the Phonathon

I’m pleased to report that after a suspension — and then
restrictions — imposed by COVID, the Phonathon is
back to full strength. And raring to go!
The Phonathon is one of our main fundraising
tools, responsible for $100,000 to $125,000 in annual
donations. It’s also a key way we engage you, our alumni.
By bringing students and alumni into direct contact,
the Phonathon gives each a personal connection and a
window into the other’s experience.
James Bethel ’19, assistant director of the Fund for
Oneonta, who manages the Phonathon, has plans to
expand this engagement function even further.
And he reminds us: “So many programs — even Pass
Through the Pillars and Alumni Weekend — are
supported by the Fund for Oneonta and, by extension,
the Phonathon. So, while you might not be aware of how
donor generosity impacted you in your experience here,
it did, and in more ways than one. Guaranteed.”
Read more about his plans and learn about our student
callers on p. 20. And when they call, share a story or two
and support them in their journey.
Finally, I’d like to welcome Carli Korik, who joined
the College last spring as director of the Fund
for Oneonta. She was once a phonathon
caller (and later call center manager) at the
University at Albany.
A coincidence? I think not.
Daren Rylewicz ’93
Chair, Fund for Oneonta
28
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Alumni Association Announces

2022 Alumni of Distinction

All alumni are invited to celebrate our 2022 Alumni of Distinction honorees on Oct. 21, beginning at 5:30
p.m., in the G. Hal Chase Gymnasium.
The award honors just a few of the thousands of alumni who have made significant contributions to society
and whose accomplishments, affiliations, and careers reflect the values and mission of the College.
For more information about the event, visit oneontaalumni.com/AODFALL.

Congratulations to our honorees!

Steven
Bailey ’72

Ira
Berezowsky ’81

Rick
Cleary ’78

Josephine
Finn ’71

Physics Teacher at Frederick
Gunn School

Director of Customer
Success at Athena Health

Weissman Family Professor in
Business Analytics at Babson
College

Vice Chancellor, NYS Board of
Regents, 3rd Judicial District

Craig
Howe ’05

Frank
Tuminelli ’77

Patrick
Whalen ’81

Owner and Director of the
Williamsburg School of Music

Director of Graduate
Prosthodontics VA NY
at Harbor Healthcare
System

(Posthumously)
Construction Manager
at Structure Tone Inc.,
Former FDNY Lieutenant

For a full list of Alumni of Distinction awardees, visit oneontaalumni.com/AODPROGRAM.
Fall 2022 | Reflections
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Class of 2022 alumni pass
through the pillars.

Beyond
THE PILLARS
1942

Mattie Maurer Clune celebrated her 100th birthday in January at
her home in Oneonta.

1946

Mary Cary Huntington spent a week in Mobile, Ala., visiting good
friends Dr. and Mrs. Skip Sullivan.

1952

Patricia Heath Harpell became a grandmother with the birth of
Bransten Malvern Heiser on July 9, 2021. She celebrated her 90th
birthday in December.
Geraldine Walsh McFarland has been friends for 74 years with her
three roommates — Diane Dallon Frost, Jeanne Murphy Kennedy,
and Janet Polly McCoy — whom she met their freshman year. They
are all from Long Island, N.Y., retired teachers, and 92 years old.

1954
Virginia Davis McMorris enjoyed seeing dear friends and
classmates Barbara Carrolan Parrish and Marie Silvera Smith.

30
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1956

Dorothy Danusiar Willey spoke recently with classmate Bette
Brooker Schulte. She feels blessed to live at home alone at the age
of 86. Willey is a retired elementary school teacher who taught for
37 years in East Greenbush, N.Y., and Schenectady, N.Y. The mother
of four, grandmother of nine, and great-grandmother of two has
traveled extensively in the United States and internationally and
met the Pope in Rome.

1960
Judith Tipping Albright moved to Loveland, Ohio, to be near
family after 32 years in the Pittsburgh area. She has eight
grandchildren and one great-granddaughter.
Charlotte Abbott Lichtenberg says the decade of her eighties is
more challenging. She continues daily walks and enjoys student
activities again in person. Lichtenberg lives in Keene Valley, N.Y.,
where she taught for 30 years in the Keene Central School District.

1961
Myrna Davidson Brickman’s son died in 2011 of pancreatic
cancer. Her daughter is a successful businesswoman. Brickman
created a program to help fight osteoporosis, Million Dollar Bones,
with the National Osteoporosis Foundation.

1962
Robert Russell is a recipient of the President’s Award for
Excellence in Teaching. He wrote The Centennial History of SUNY
Delhi.

1964
Lawrence Post has lived in The Villages, Fla., for 19 years and has
four children and 10 grandchildren.
Darleen Thornton Sylvester retired from Volusia County (Fla.)
government in 2006. She also taught elementary school and was
an adjunct faculty member at Daytona State College.

1968
Cathy and Cliff Foley met at SUNY Oneonta and recently
celebrated their 52nd wedding anniversary. Now retired after
33 years of teaching, they enjoy volunteering with several
organizations and staying in touch with Oneonta classmates.
Ida Gallo Sands is enjoying retirement and lives full time in South
Florida. She is involved in many community activities and still
keeps in touch with her AGO sisters.

Kenneth Roberts, an Alumni of Distinction honoree, retired in
May after 40 years at Mather Hospital in Port Jefferson, N.Y.,
including 36 years as president. He was one of the longest-serving
hospital presidents in New York state and only the third chief
executive in Mather Hospital’s more than 92-year history.

1972
Jane Minto Bailey is a freelance writer for The American Catholic,
The Litchfield Connection, and The Litchfield BZ. Her husband,
Steve, is a physics teacher at The Frederick Gunn School in
Washington, Conn., and a 2022 Alumni of Distinction honoree.
Bill Riecker, who retired from his dental practice in June 2020,
is now a beekeeper and an avid gardener. He and his wife,
Barbara Olivia Riecker ’73, enjoy travel, cruising, and their two
granddaughters.

1973
Bruce Flanz, an Alumni of Distinction honoree and MediSys
(Jamaica and Flushing Hospital) president and CEO, was named
to a COVID-19 Recovery Roundtable and Health Equity Task
Force by New York City Mayor Eric Adams. He was also elected
chairman of the Healthcare Association of New York State board
of trustees in 2021.
Judith Parker is retired and living in Rhode Island.

1974
Joan Gallo Leyton moved to a 55+ resort community in
Gainesville, Ga., and looks forward to retiring this year.

1969

Lorraine Delgiorno Tritschler retired in 2021 and enjoys helping
with her three grandchildren.

Bobbye Dickerson and her family welcomed a new member,
Holden Lee, born to her niece Kathryn and Kathryn’s husband,
John Hoffman, Sept. 16, 2021.

1975

1970

David Fisher retired from his private practice in podiatry in Las
Cruces, N.M., in 2012. He and his wife, Linda, enjoy time with their
5-year-old grandson.

Gary Davis spoke via Zoom to associate professor Lisa Flynn’s
accounting class. He shared insights on how his accounting
degree had helped him in his career and on how students could
position themselves for success after graduation.

Katha Root retired from the Chenango County WIC Program in
Norwich, N.Y., where she had been director for the past 20 years.
She previously worked for WIC in Virginia and North Carolina.

1971
Josephine Victoria Finn, an Alumni of Distinction honoree, was
re-elected vice chancellor of the New York State Board of Regents.
Mary Bloomer Madson has a 23-month-old granddaughter.

Charles Santoro retired from the actuarial field in 2017 after 41
years. He lives near Bethany Beach, Del.
Craig Talarico completed five years as deputy mayor of the City
of Johnstown, N.Y.
Carolyn Vose retired in May after a long and successful career
as a paralegal. She lives in Louisville, Ky., and helps her sister,
Debbie, care for their elderly mother.
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1976
Sarah Cominolli Chauncey was named superintendent of the
Northville (N.Y.) Central School District.
Vincent Leone retired after 46 years with the Department of
Defense, including 27 years as an active duty U.S. Marine Corps
infantry officer and 19 years as a civilian working for the chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the U.S. Navy.

1977
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Howard Schwartz, an Alumni of Distinction
honoree, is retired but continues to invent and
design products, including a vacuum system
that enables barbers to give haircuts without
messy clippings. In the first photo, barber Rick
Rubino shows the Oster 76 attachment that
Schwartz designed. Second photo: Schwartz’s
latest design for the Oster Trimmer.

1979

Richard Morrison entered a new law partnership, Glynn Mercep
Purcell & Morrison LLP; celebrated his 40th wedding anniversary;
and saw his third daughter get married.

Andrew Boyd retired from the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency in 2019 after 35 years of service. A recipient of the EPA’s
Distinguished Career Service Award, he was associate regional
counsel in EPA’s Region 10 office in Seattle.

1978
Karen Neumann Hoffer was promoted to director of procurement
for the Columbia University Climate School. She and her husband
are the proud grandparents of Charlotte, Liam, and Logan, whose
father is Sean Hoffer ’07.

Alice Chiappinelli O’Neill, who retired
from the South Colonie Central School
District in Colonie, N.Y., is the 2022
recipient of the University at Albany
Alumni Association’s Bertha Brimmer
Medal celebrating excellence in teaching
K-12. She spent 36 years as a classroom
teacher, reading specialist, and literacy
coach. She also was an adjunct instructor
at the Junior College of Albany and the
College of St. Rose.
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Jill Mirabito, Director of Gift Planning
308 Netzer Administration Building
SUNY Oneonta | Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-436-3107
Email: Jill.Mirabito@oneonta.edu
oneonta.edu/giftplans.org

Jill Mir
308 N
SUNY
Phone
Email:
oneont

1985

1980

George F. Dioguardo was named vice
president of claims for Brethren Mutual
Insurance Co. at the company’s April board of
directors meeting.

Mark Marotta is managing director at Raymond James &
Associates in West Nyack, N.Y. He has been a financial advisor for
over 40 years.

1981
Richard Saperstein, an Alumni of Distinction honoree, is founder
and chief investment officer at Hightower Securities’ Treasury
Partners and a regular contributor to CNBC. He ranked No. 7 on
Barron’s 2022 Top 100 Financial Advisors list, making the list for
the 19th consecutive year.

1986
Louise Aja DeCandia was appointed chief privacy officer for the
New York State Department of Education.
Amy Barker Malagamba was named assistant vice president of
marketing at Standard Insurance Co.

Tom Spiro joined Berkshire Community College as a clerk for the
Supporting Urgent Community College Equity through Student
Services (SUCCESS) Program.

1982
Bonnie Crystall moved to Central Oregon to enjoy the mountains,
parks, lakes, rivers, trails, and skiing.

1983
Marla Hamela hosted a Red’s Party
Pack event last March in Daytona
Beach, Fla., with Kathleen O’Shea and
Linda Sanossian Strong ’84.
Jeffrey Levy, an Alumni of Distinction honoree, is president of
commercial banking at Community Bank, leading commercial
lending, small business loans, credit administration, and cash
management.
Moreland Murray was named chief inclusion and diversity officer
at Marsh McLennan. He continues as chief people officer, corporate
and serves as executive sponsor for the company’s Race Advisory
Council and Black Leadership Program.

1984
Lorraine Azzinaro was named to the 2022 CRN Women of
the Channel Power 70 Solution Providers list, honoring the
accomplishments of female leaders in the IT channel.
Anthony Lodico, former executive superintendent of Staten
Island Schools, was a panelist for the School of Education,
Human Ecology, and Sports Studies’ first community partner and
networking night, offering advice to students preparing to launch
their careers.

1990s
The Brothers of Phi Kappa Sigma had a great time at Alumni
Weekend 2022. Top row (from left): Anthony Coniglio ’90, Mike
Fiore ’90, Melissa Goldsmith Fiore ’92, Frank Harris ’91, Matt
Bristol ’88, Jenn Glowaczewski Zinsley ’92, Rocco Cardinali ’88,
Mike Russo ’90, Debbie Russo, and Pete Schorr ’92. Middle row
(from left): Dave Fontaine ’93 and Rich Prado ’89. Bottom row
(from left): Sean Zinsley ’92, Pete Rodriguez ’91, and Lou
Leon ’88.

1991
Sean Lindenbaum is director of network development, southeast
division, for Dynasty Financial Partners.
Kristen Marullo Shearer was named superintendent of the Milford
(N.Y.) Central School District.

1992
Sean Waller published his second book, Mr.
Kingston (2022).
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1993

2000

Krislynn Hossbach Dengler is the first female superintendent
in the Glens Falls (N.Y.) City School District. She is an adjunct
professor of literacy education at SUNY Oneonta.

Kellyann Scarlett has
launched Little Sipper
LLC as an extenstion
of The Scarlett Agency,
her boutique event
planning service. She
purchased a threewheeled Piaggio Ape
truck mobile bar — equipped with four taps, a 250-cigar humidor,
and a nitro tap — available for events such as birthdays, weddings,
and corporate gatherings.

Carl Mummenthey, an Alumni of Distinction honoree, was
appointed superintendent of the Niskayuna (N.Y.) School District.

1994
Denise Fernandez Pallozzi is executive director of the Capital
District Educational Opportunity Center in Troy, N.Y.

Lisamarie Poveromo Spindler is superintendent of the Hudson
(N.Y.) City School District.

1996

2004

Jen O’Dwyer, president of Evoke North America, is one of 50
recipients of Medical Marketing and Media magazine’s 2022
Women of Distinction award.
Bryan Wolynski, OD, FAAO, is chief technology
officer for Lighthouse Guild, the leading
organization dedicated to providing services that
inspire people who are visually impaired to attain
their goals.

1999
Jeffrey Oar is president of the Americas region for the Hurtigruten
Group, responsible for the group’s two brands — Hurtigruten
Expeditions and Hurtigruten Norwegian Coastal Express — in the
Americas.

Brian Petranchuk was named senior vice
president/commercial relationship manager
for M&T Bank, advising commercial real estate
developers on customized financial solutions.

2005
Matt Summers is a U.S. Department of State senior advisor to
Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry. Summers
worked with Kerry previously as an aide in his Senate office and as
special assistant in the State Department.

2007
Matthew Kurz, assistant dean of student affairs at Quinnipiac
University, has been elected Connecticut state director for NASPAStudent Affairs Administrators in Higher Education.

2023 Alumni Association Awards
Nominate a Fellow Red Dragon Today!
The SUNY Oneonta Alumni Association has established awards
in several categories to honor alumni who bring distinction to
themselves and to our alma mater through outstanding personal
and professional achievements. To submit a nomination, scan the
QR code or go to oneontaalumni.com/alumni-association-awards.
Introducing the Educator Award

This award recognizes a K-12 educator and
alumnus/na who has shown dedication to the
service and development of students and their
field, as well as a commitment to innovative
classroom practices, programming, extra-curricular
activities, and/or community work.
34

Fall 2022 | Reflections

2008
Eric Whipple was named superintendent of the Charlotte Valley
Central School District in Davenport, N.Y.

2009
William Kelly has published his first
children’s book, Mr. Owl’s Classroom Presents:
Allie the Alligator (Bumblebee Books, 2022).
Robert Statts, chief accounting officer and budget analyst at
University of North Carolina Health, is serving as interim associate
chair for administration in the Department of Neurology.

2010
Matthew Ambrosy joined Great Oaks Bank as a portfolio manager,
supporting business development and new loan origination.

2012
David Cephus, a licensed master social worker, has launched a
501(c)(3) called Skhool Worcs. The organization helps Black men
ages 17-21 who identify as recent or current youth in foster care or
who have been in the juvenile justice system to achieve high school
equivalency and work-readiness skills.

2013

Raquel Wolf Rosen met Austin Rosen ’16 in the Professional
Accounting Program at SUNY Oneonta. They were married Jan. 23.
Michael Zipko and Hayley Roher Zipko met at SUNY Oneonta
and went on their first date Feb. 27, 2014, at Sabatini’s. They married
in October 2021 and recently bought a house with their dog,
Scooter.

2017
Phil Nguyen is an assistant athletic trainer for the Brooklyn Nets.
Brianna Spector is head coach of the Franklin & Marshall College
women’s basketball program. Prior to joining the Diplomats,
Spector was graduate assistant coach at Salisbury University. She
began her collegiate coaching career at SUNY Oneonta, where
she helped the Red Dragons reach the SUNYAC Tournament
Championship game.

2018
Tyler Kimball is a marketing specialist at Nascentia Health.

Dominique Filangeri received a master of social work degree from
Adelphi University.
Shawna Scoville Gallagher married Will Gallagher in November
2021. Gaby Ampuero ’13, Shannon Garvin ’12, Anna Greenblatt
’12, and Christine Zurheide Woolley ’13 were in attendance. Ally
Haff ’20 was the couple’s videographer.

2021
Katie Lemmen joined the eighth volume of DUETS: The Concert
Series at 54 Below in New York City.

2014
Eden Held made good use of a
Red’s Party Pack for her Super
Bowl party in February. From left:
Alex Hoysradt ’15, Eden Held, and
Taylor Hoysradt ’15, along with dog
Sammy.

2015

ODK 30th Anniversary Reception
Nov. 12, 2022, at 4 p.m.
Waterfront Café, Hunt College Union

Jeff Boss is an audit staff accountant at Dannible & McKee LLP.

RSVP by Nov. 5 to
Angie.Eichler@oneonta.edu or 607.436.3591

Zack Hinkley, who is working on a PhD at the University of
Aberdeen in Scotland, discovered one of only five Pictish stones in
existence at a site near a known battlefield at Aberlemno, an area
that has proven to be rich in Pictish history.

If you have pictures from your induction
ceremony, please send them to Eichler to be
included in a slideshow.
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In Memoriam
Mary Petrillo Micheli ’29, Dec.
11, 2005. She was a member of St.
Michael’s Church and the Business
and Professional Women’s Club in
Amsterdam, N.Y.
Gladys Almstead ’32, July 11, 1999.
Almstead died at age 91. She lived in
Franklin, N.Y.
Jean Hagar Garnecht ’32, Dec. 29,
2010. Garnecht taught elementary
education for 35 years.
Francis Super ’39, Nov. 19, 2003.
Super coached undefeated and league
championship teams in football,
basketball, baseball, track, and bowling.
He was a member of the New York
State Coaches Association for 32 years.
In 2000, Super was inducted into the
SUNY Oneonta Athletic Hall of Fame.
In 2003, he received a distinguished
service award from the Mount
Markham Central School District in
West Winfield, N.Y.
Melba Menshausen Johnson ’40,
July 3, 2008. She taught in Corinth,
Middle Grove, Ballston Spa, and Rock
City Falls, all in New York state. After
retiring from teaching, Johnson worked
in community services for the Florida
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists,
overseeing health screenings
throughout the state.
Margaret Donovan Pattison ’40, May
27, 2019. Pattison was a substitute
teacher and a bookkeeper for Pattison
Implement and Motors. She enjoyed
knitting, sewing, reading, and bird
watching.
Leona Leversee Woodard ’40, Sept.
16, 2004. Woodard was a teacher and
a medical receptionist at the Indiana
University of Pennsylvania Co-Op
Book Store. She was a member of Grace
United Methodist Church, IndianaMidday Rotary, IUP Retired Faculty
Wives, and Dames Club of Indiana.
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Evelyn Drumm Drader ’43, Oct. 12,
2021. She had many interests, including
quilting and other crafts, crossword
puzzles, journaling, gardening, and
travel. Drader led her church nursery
and made a personalized Christmas
ornament for each child born into her
church family. She learned Braille to
help students in the Ithaca City School
District and taught Sunday school for
many years.
Gwendolyn Dawe Mitchell ’43, July
10, 2006. Mitchell was a member of
Alpha Kappa Phi sorority. She taught
elementary school for many years.
Elizabeth Sherwood Trabue ’43, Nov.
8, 2020. She taught school for the
Department of Defense (DoD) in Japan
after World War II. Trabue also taught
in DoD schools in West Germany. She
enjoyed traveling and touring countries
throughout the world. She climbed
Uluru, also known as Ayers Rock, in
Australia in her 70s.
Esther Jones Davis ’44, Feb. 16, 2022.
She was an elementary school teacher
in Madison, Peterboro, and Morrisville
schools, all in New York state. Davis
was a member of Delta Kappa Gamma
sorority.
Rose Thurston Marcantonio ’44,
Feb. 6, 2022. She taught at Frankfort
High School, Utica Free Academy,
Gilboa Conesville Central School, and
Conkling Elementary School, all in
New York state, before retiring in 1980.
Marcantonio was a charter member of
the Retired Utica Teachers Association
and a life member of the New York
State Retired Teachers Association.
Alice DelVecchio Michael ’45, Sept. 13,
2015. Michael taught in the Rome (N.Y.)
City School District and was president
of the Business and Professional
Women’s Club of Rome from 196869. She received the Instructor for
Excellence in Teaching Award in New
York state for 1967-68.

Mary Schmidt Zachow ’45, Feb. 13,
2018. She taught fifth and sixth grades
at Ithan Elementary School in Radnor,
Pa., for almost 25 years. Zachow was
president of the Radnor Teachers
Association. She was a member of the
Alpha Delta Kappa Sorority.
Alice Reed ’46, March 26, 2022. Reed
retired from the Schenectady County
Public Library in 1984 after 35 years
of service. She loved gardening and
traveling the world with her library
girlfriends.
Mary Alwood Farmer ’48 Sept., 10,
2020. Farmer was an engineering
clerk with New York Telephone Co.
in Oneonta for 25 years. She was a
member of the Telephone Pioneers
of America, the Cooperstown VFW
Auxiliary #7128, the Center for
Continuing Adult Learning, the Greater
Oneonta Historical Society, and the
Hudson-Mohawk Theatre Organ
Society of Schenectady.
Priscilla Storms ’49, Jan. 1, 2019.
Storms taught kindergarten in
Burlingame, Calif., from 1961 until her
retirement in 1994. She was a fan of
the Iditarod and brought great stories
about the sled dog race to her classes.
She also was an advocate for music
and the arts. Storms was a member of
Alpha Delta Kappa sorority.
Charles Mackey ’50, Feb. 23, 2022.
He was a teacher and principal in the
Binghamton (N.Y.) City School District.
A Freemason for over 60 years, he was
a member and past master of St. Mark’s
Lodge #1001 F. & A.M. and a past grand
sword bearer for the Grand Lodge of
New York.
Meryl Miller Harrison ’53, Oct. 23,
2020. A resident of Oneonta for most
of her life, Harrison taught second
grade in Scotia, N.Y.; Binghamton, N.Y.;
and Oneonta. As a lifelong member of
Elm Park United Methodist Church in
Oneonta, she was head of education
and taught Sunday school.

Margarethe Donhauser
McCurry ’53, April 24, 2022. She was
a teacher in the Queensbury (N.Y.)
School District for 41 years before
retiring in 1994. McCurry taught junior
high English and special education
and implemented a gifted and talented
program for exceptional students. She
also was a master teacher for SUNY
Plattsburgh’s Future Teachers Program.
McCurry served in leadership roles for
the Queensbury Faculty Association,
the Tri-County Teachers Association,
the New York State Teachers
Association, and New York State
United Teachers.
Caroline Gade Turner ’53, Jan. 18,
2022. She taught at Elmer Avenue
Elementary School in Schenectady,
N.Y., for 35 years. She was a lifelong
member of St. John’s Lutheran Church
and was a Sunday school teacher,
council member, and choir member.
Ottilie “Lee” Stutz Capece ’55, April
18, 2022. She worked in education and
the hospitality industry in addition to
being a homemaker.
Helen Farrell ’55, Feb. 21, 2022. She
had a distinguished teaching career,
beginning in the Poland and West
Canada, N.Y., public school systems.
Farrell retired in 1986 after more
than 32 years with Herkimer County
BOCES.
Joel Hayes ’55, March 30, 2013. He
taught at the Otego and Unatego high
schools in New York state for 36 years,
retiring in 1991.
Beatrice Scott Hicks ’55, Feb. 16, 2022.
She started her career at Claverack
Center Free School in Claverack,
N.Y. Hicks moved with her family to
Geneseo, N.Y., and taught at Geneseo
Elementary School for many years. She
finished her 32 years as an educator
at Pavilion Central School in Pavilion,
N.Y.

Patricia Immucci Mitchell ’62, May
5, 2022. She had a 33-year career as
an elementary education teacher in
the South Colonie School District in
Albany, N.Y.
Bertha Larson Kauffman ’63, March
19, 2022. She taught in the Ichabod
Crane Central School District in
Valatie, N.Y., for over 35 years.
Gail DeRue Van Dusen ’63, April
18, 2022. She was a home economics
teacher in the North Rose-Wolcott
Middle School in Wolcott, N.Y., for
many years before retiring in 2002.
Gary Wank ’63, Nov. 2, 2021. He
started his career as a high school
math teacher in Rhinebeck, N.Y., then
moved to Cairo, N.Y. He later became
principal of Cairo-Durham High School
and Waterford-Halfmoon High School
in Waterford, N.Y. After 40 years in
education, he retired as superintendent
of the Margaretville (N.Y.) Central
School District in 1998. He is survived
by his wife, Carolyn Gooss Wank ’64.
Michael Zollo ’63, March 3, 2022. In his
30-year career in education, Zollo was
an elementary, middle, and high school
teacher and an elementary school
principal in two districts. He retired in
1993.
Judith Butera Berry ’64, May 15,
2022. Berry enjoyed cooking, listening
to country music, taking long walks,
reading, following the Boston Red Sox,
and playing Monopoly and card games
with her grandchildren.
Charlotte Kinney ’64, Feb. 2, 2022.
Kinney was a lieutenant colonel in the
U.S. Army for 29 years, starting in the
Women’s Army Corps. She also taught
English in China for many years.

Mary Ellen Sohl May ’64, April 16,
2022. She taught elementary school
and owned Saratoga Optical in
Saratoga Springs, N.Y., while raising
her family. Later, along with Saratoga
Optical, Sohl worked as a caterer for
the Saratoga Hall of Springs and as a
waitress at Pizza Hut. She also worked
at Skidmore College from 1995-2010.
James Neu ’65, July 19, 2010. Over
three decades, Neu wrote numerous
plays, most of which were produced
at the La MaMa Experimental
Theatre Club, the historic seedbed of
experimental theatre in Manhattan’s
East Village. Much of his work focused
on the effect of American pop culture
on the psyche of individuals.
Janet Spooner Anderson ’66, Dec.
20, 2020. She taught for many years in
the Unatego Central School District in
Otego, N.Y., until her retirement.
Joan Scherg Drechsler ’66, May 9,
2022. Drechsler was born in Queens,
N.Y., and resided in Naples, Fla. She is
survived by her husband, three sons,
five grandchildren, and one greatgrandchild.
Leslie Foster ’66, April 7, 2022. Foster
taught fifth and sixth grades in the
Oneonta City School District. He was
the Town of Oneonta supervisor from
1971-90.
Thomas Stevens ’66, March 17, 2021.
He taught science and health and
coached basketball and other sports
during his 17 years at Milford (N.Y.)
Central School. He was also a shooting
instructor for the National Shooting
Sports Foundation.
Joseph Jorlett ’67, March 22, 2022. He
was a teacher in the East Greenbush
(N.Y.) Central School District for 29
years before retiring in 1996.

Janet Kniskern ’60, March 3, 2022. She
taught for 34 years in the Oneonta City
School District.
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Benjamin Castle ’68, April 7, 2022.
Castle taught high school science
in Islip, N.Y., and in the RavenaCoeymans-Selkirk (Ravena, N.Y.) and
South Colonie (Albany, N.Y.) school
districts. He also coached girls varsity
soccer at South Colonie High School
and Bethlehem Central High School in
Delmar, N.Y.
Julian Mackay ’68, Aug. 25, 2021. He
taught social studies at Westhampton
Beach (N.Y.) Senior High School for
over 30 years before retiring in 2004.
Nicholas Miseno Jr. ’68, May 20,
2022. Miseno taught in the Greater
Amsterdam School District in
Amsterdam, N.Y., for 37 years. He
coached the Amsterdam High School
bowling team for many years, winning
several Big 10 titles and two Section 2
Championships.
John Raynor ’68, Dec. 24, 2011. Raynor
was a civil engineer for Delaware
County, working in the Department
of Public Works in Delhi, N.Y., for 40
years.
Karen Haarke Kantar ’69, May 4, 2015.
Kantar was an account executive in the
insurance industry for many years.
Irving Reed ’71, Nov. 9, 2021. Reed
taught agriculture and science at
Delaware Academy High School
in Delhi, N.Y., for 38 years. He also
supervised the Future Farmers of
America Club and was a photographer
for the high school yearbook.
Cecilia Judd Russell ’71, Jan. 2, 2021.
Russell was a teacher for 32 years. She
was a member of the Ouleout Eastern
Star, Otsego County Youth Bureau,
Susquehanna Valley Quilters, Rolling
Antiquers Old Car Club, and Oneonta
Chapter of the National Society
Daughters of the American Revolution.
Dennis Smith ’71, June 7, 2021. Smith
and his wife, Janet Torhan Smith ’71,
met in front of Bacon Hall during their
junior year at SUNY Oneonta. They got
married two weeks after graduation, in
June 1971.
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Michael Stevens ’71, Oct. 30,
2004. Stevens was an engineer at
Hollingsworth and Vose Paper Co. in
Clarks Mills, N.Y., for 47 years before
retiring in 1980. He was a member of
the Masonic Lodge in Schuylerville,
N.Y., and played on Schuylerville
Central Schools’ 1929-30 Northeastern
New York championship basketball
team.
James Albanese ’72, Feb. 22, 2022.
After teaching at Albany (N.Y.) High
School, Albanese joined the New
York State Geological Survey as an
environmental geologist. He later
returned to SUNY Oneonta as an earth
science professor until retiring in 2010.
Deborah Brunner-Napoli ’72, May
25, 2022. Brunner-Napoli taught home
economics and special education in the
Medina (N.Y.) Central School District
for 30 years until retiring in 2012. She
enjoyed working with students and
making costumes and designs for high
school theatre productions.
Rosemary Roberts ’73, April 20, 2022.
She was assistant U.S. attorney in
charge of the Rochester office of the
Western District of New York. She
enjoyed owning and showing horses,
including several Morgans.
Brian Webb ’73, Aug. 2, 2019. Webb
was an Eagle Scout. He enjoyed
painting and spending time outdoors
with his family camping, hunting,
fishing, and hiking.
Thomas Wilson ’73, Nov. 7, 2017. An
outdoorsman, Wilson enjoyed boating,
clamming, and kayaking. He was
president of the Twin Rivers Paddle
Club in New Bern, N.C.
Janice Miller Hill ’74, Feb, 24, 2022.
Hill taught first grade at Seneca Street
Elementary School in Oneida, N.Y.
After the birth of her daughters, she
left teaching to raise her children but
remained involved in many school and
community organizations.

Barbara Asheld Stupp ’74, April 16,
2022. Stupp served in various positions
at the New York State Department of
Health, including house counsel bureau
chief. She later went into private
practice at Nixon Peabody LLP.
Carolyn White ’74, April 22, 2022.
White worked at Albany Medical
Center, then became a stay-at-home
mother to her six children. When her
youngest child started school, she
became a school nurse at Blessed
Sacrament, followed by Our Lady of
Angels and St. Casimir’s in the City
School District of Albany (N.Y.) for 20
years. She retired in 1992.
Sally Barnard Naramore ’75,
April 28, 2022. Naramore was
proud of her degree from SUNY
Oneonta. She is survived by her
son, four grandchildren, three greatgrandchildren, a sister, a brother, and
several nieces and nephews.
Susan Scagnelli Healey ’76, May 3,
2022. Healey taught ninth grade and
AP biology over her 38-year career in
education, including 28 years at South
Gwinnett High School in Snellville, Ga.
Dale Meerdink ’76, May 2, 2022.
Meerdink loved gardening, hiking, and
playing chess, including competing in
several tournaments.
Willard Swank ’76, April, 27, 2020.
Swank retired as a financial consultant
in 2009. He was an avid golfer and
loved baseball, bicycling, swimming,
reading, stamp collecting, and music,
especially classical and jazz.
Howard Miller ’82, April 22, 2022. A
fascination with early American history
led Miller to become director of many
historic sites in Connecticut and New
York state. He retired in 2010 after
serving as curator of the Museum of
Connecticut History.
Boyd Stevenson ’82, Sept. 17, 2021.
Stevenson was a programmer and
worked in IT for several companies
over the years. He was an avid runner
and loved the outdoors and animals.

Karen Richards Duffy ’83, Aug. 1, 2020.
Duffy enjoyed life’s simple pleasures of
reading a good book, singing country
songs, and laughing with her children
and grandchildren.

Christopher Milone ’00, March 6,
2022. Milone began and ended his
career at Thomson Reuters. In between,
he worked in sales for several Wall
Street companies.

Elizabeth Hurst ’84, March 2, 2022.
Hurst was the first American to be a
partner in a Scottish architectural firm.
After returning to the United States,
she continued her second career as a
therapist and founded Newtown Family
Center, a private counseling practice
in Pennsylvania. Hurst, along with
her family and friends, established
Elizabeth’s Wish, a foundation to
provide early awareness of ovarian
cancer.

Brayton Gleason ’07, May 15, 2022.
Gleason was employed by Securitas
Security Services USA and most
recently worked security for Knowles
Corp. in Cazenovia, N.Y., and Syracuse
Hancock International Airport.

Lesley Orelup Branson ’85, Feb.
23, 2014. Branson worked for many
Cooperstown-area businesses,
including Spurbeck’s Grocery,
Otsego Manor, and the Clara Welch
Thanksgiving Home.
John Cassidy ’85, Feb. 21, 2022.
Cassidy worked for 35 years in the
mapping and geographic information
systems industry, including at GDT, an
early pioneer of digital street mapping.
Janet Frankl ’89, March 19, 2022.
After a 27-year career in the Facilities
Planning & Safety department at SUNY
Oneonta, Frankl retired in 2016. She
was active in her union as a delegate
and executive board member.

Vincenza Alessi ’16, April 10, 2022.
She taught special education classes
at Charlotte Valley Central School in
Davenport, N.Y. While pursuing her
master’s degree, Alessi was a substitute
teacher for two years at Cooperstown
(N.Y.) Central School.

Faculty & Friends
Joseph Fodero, March 14, 2022. He
retired from SUNY Oneonta in 1994
after a 29-year career in the physical
education department. Fodero was
the first and only coach for the
men’s gymnastics team and also
coached the men’s cross country and
orienteeering teams. He taught classes
on performance, physicology, and the
sociology of sport.
Charles Holcomb Jr., May 26, 2022.
Holcomb worked at SUNY Oneonta
until taking early retirement. He
enjoyed watching his son race at Afton
Raceway and spending time with his
family.
Valerie Neuer, May 14, 2022. Neuer
was a secretary in the chemistry
department until her retirement. She
enjoyed reading and gardening and
had a beautiful assortment of flowers
around her house.
Robert “Bob” Schorf, Feb. 6, 2022.
He was a technical specialist in the
Instructional Resources Center. In his
retirement, Schorf served as a town
councilman and chairman of the Board
of Assessment Review for the Town of
Milford.

Patricia De Onis ’90, Oct. 13, 2020. De
Onis taught art in the Sachem Central
School District in Lake Ronkonkoma,
N.Y., before leaving to raise two sons.
She later returned to the classroom
as a kindergarten teacher in the
Gilbertsville-Mount Upton Central
School Distict in Gilbertsville, N.Y.
Rachel Kukulka Van der Linde ’93,
March 9, 2022. Van der Linde worked
for Zurich N.A. in Schaumburg, Ill. She
was an avid reader and was passionate
about cooking.
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Alumni Profile
Crystal Williams ’ 77

Crystal Williams at the 2015 Alumni of Distinction Awards

A Career Devoted
To a Cause: Immigration

Crystal Williams ’77, an Alumni of Distinction honoree
and College Foundation board member, recalls a dinner
with a former professor this past June when she returned to
campus for a board meeting: “I explained to him that when
I came to Oneonta, I was one of those Americans who
probably couldn’t find any countries other than Canada or
Mexico on a map. I just had a very narrow view. Oneonta —
in both the content of the education and some of my fellow
students who were international students — opened my
eyes to the rest of the world.”

research firm, while saving up money for her goal of
moving to Washington, D.C. Come June 1977, Williams
packed her purple Gremlin and was off to a position as a
document researcher at the Washington Service Bureau.

Developing a worldview would serve Williams well in
her long career in immigration law — as administrator,
attorney, and executive director of the American
Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA), an organization
of some 15,000 attorneys practicing or teaching
immigration law.

Her career took an important turn in 1985, when she
moved to Federal Publications and was put in charge of
new product development. One of the projects involved
an immigration law publication, and she was immediately
attracted to the topic. “Most everything I was involved
in [with publishing] was cold, impersonal: securities
law, pension law, tax law, money things,” Williams says.
“Immigration is human. It’s about people. It felt like it
would be meaningful.”

After finishing her Oneonta studies a semester early,
in December 1976, Williams lived with her parents and
commuted to her first job, at a Manhattan trademark
40
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A year into the job, Williams began pursuing a law degree,
attending Georgetown Law part-time (she would graduate
four years later). Over time, she moved within the company
from research to publishing, becoming a legal editor and
eventually executive editor and vice president.

And she met Maurice Roberts, editor of the publication,
whom she describes as “a legend in the immigration field.”
Roberts was a naturalization examiner after World War II,
reinstating the citizenship of Japanese Americans held in
confinement during the war. Interacting with Roberts and
listening to his stories amassed over decades of working in
immigration made a profound impact on Williams.

happiest period of my life.” She lasted at the INS for “six
months and two days, not that I was counting or anything.”

She also met others involved in immigration. “These
were the people I related to more than any field I had ever
encountered,” she says. “It felt like hope to me. It felt like
something I would like doing.” And so, she would.

Today, Williams remains engaged in her passion. She
works with law students and co-wrote a treatise on
business immigration law. She also does contract work,
including managing a website that monitors immigration
policy while its creator serves in the Biden administration.

In 1987, Williams left Federal Publications to lead the AILA
Foundation’s Legalization Project. She recruited fellow
attorneys to work pro bono for clients impacted by the new
Immigration Reform and Control Act. Signed into law by
President Ronald Reagan in November 1986, it altered U.S.
immigration law, giving a pathway to citizenship to 2.7
million undocumented people and penalizing employers
who knowingly hired those without a legal work permit.
In 1989, once the project was successfully implemented,
Williams moved to Atlanta and joined the immigration
law practice of international legal firm Paul Hastings LLP.
There she managed her own cases and coordinated the
activities of fellow attorneys engaged in immigration law.
Some clients were businesses looking to navigate the
complex immigration processes to bring talented people
living in other countries to the United States; others
wanted to hire individuals who were already here but
on a temporary visa (e.g., college students). Still others
were individuals seeking citizenship who had entered the
country illegally or come legally and stayed longer than
their authorized limit.
During her 10 years in Atlanta, Williams became interested
in immigration policy. This led to her return to D.C. and
AILA, where she became involved in the organization’s
continuing education activities and government relations.
(AILA liaises with government agencies, Congress, and the
White House to advocate for better immigration laws.)
In 2001, the federal government came calling, namely the
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS). President
George W. Bush had run on a platform of immigration
reform, and he put in place people, including Williams,
dedicated to making his platform a reality. Williams
was director of regulatory affairs in the Office of Policy,
responsible for regulations that would be issued by the
INS; she also reported to the Administrative Appeals
Office, which heard appeals of denied applicants.
The INS turned out not to be the experience that Williams
had hoped. September 11, 2001, happened and immigration,
she says, became the scapegoat. “Far from implementing
the kind of reform I felt was necessary, the administration
started doing the exact opposite,” she says. “It was not the

Williams returned to AILA and the position she had left.
Subsequently, she became deputy director of programs
and, in 2009, executive director, leading the organization
until her retirement in 2015.

And Williams remains fond of SUNY Oneonta. “The
Oneonta experience was profound for me, life changing,”
she says. “Obviously, the legal education made a big
difference, but the things in your personal life that affect …
your character, these happened at Oneonta.”
“Some of what I learned in school helped me in my
government relations work,” says Williams, who earned a
bachelor’s degree in political science. “But more important
was the way of thinking, of looking at the world and its
people.”
She recalls the close community between faculty and
students. “You could find yourself sitting in somebody's
kitchen, having a discussion of some obscure point about
something with some professors and not even know how
you wound up there, but there you were,” Williams says. “I
had countless out-of-class discussions with professors that
really made me stop and think. They challenged me. They
expected me to answer on equal terms.”
By creating an endowed scholarship, Williams wants to
give this type of opportunity to a group of new students:
children of immigrants and those who are the first in
their family to attend college. “Going to a regional
comprehensive college was a great experience for me. Most
of my classmates could not have afforded college if not for
SUNY,” she says. “Then working with immigrants over the
years, I got to know a lot of people for whom not only was
paying for college out of reach but going to college was an
opportunity lost.
“The expectation is that the minute they’re able, these
children start earning income to support the family. So, it’s
not only the outlay of money [that is an issue], it’s the lack
of income [for their family] when you are going to college
full time rather than working full time. So, I thought this
scholarship was a small thing I could do to help individuals
in that circumstance. It won’t pay for college — it’s not
enough for that — but every little bit helps.”
Maybe one day a beneficiary of her scholarship will take up
the torch Williams and her peers have kept lit, carrying on
the mission to build a fair and equitable path to citizenship
for those wishing to come to America and stay.
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SUNY Oneonta Alumni Weekend
June 9-11, 2023

Save the Date for the greatest hit of the year!

Look for the schedule of events in the next issue of Reflections.
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Registration opens in February. Information on how to
connect with your classmates and get involved
can be found at oneontaalumni.com/alumni-weekend.
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We are excited to celebrate these special groups:
• Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees
• Educational Opportunity Programs
• Oneonta State Emergency Squad
• Sigma Tau Alpha
• Track & Field
• Women’s Glee Club
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We invite all SUNY Oneonta alumni to return to the place you
once called home. Alumni Weekend is the biggest alumni
celebration of the year and your chance to reconnect with your
Oneonta family.
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