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From Netzer 301

Dennis Craig

Acting President
Acquiring debt has become an
unfortunate rite of passage for many
college students.
As you might imagine, I spend a lot of time discussing
a wide range of issues and concerns with students,
parents, and alumni. In a complex organization such as
SUNY Oneonta, and at this unique point in time, there
is no shortage of material for a campus leader to better
understand. Yet across all these conversations, one topic
predominates: student borrowing.
Acquiring debt has become an unfortunate rite of passage
for many college students. The data surrounding this fact is
sobering. According to the educational research website
educationdata.org, there are 43.2 million student borrowers
in the United States—that’s one in 12 Americans—each of
whom owes an average of more than $39,000.
Nationwide, this adds up to student debt in excess of $1.7
trillion. To put that into perspective: Student loans comprise
the second-largest category of household debt in the United
States, trailing only mortgages.
While monthly payments have the most conspicuous impact
on borrowers, student debt afects graduates in other ways,
often slowing their progress toward independence. In fact,
The Wall Street Journal reported in November 2020 that 52
percent of 18- to 29-year-olds were living with a parent in
July of last year.
The news is slightly better for undergraduate borrowers
who attended public colleges. Those students secured loans
totaling just over $30,000 to attain a bachelor’s degree. At
SUNY Oneonta, where the average undergraduate loan debt
is just under $24,000, we strive to ensure that our residential
model of education will continue to be accessible to future
students. While charitable giving helps put a SUNY Oneonta
education within reach, it is the ability to efectively manage
money that will help students thrive after receiving their
degrees. Since many students’ frst exposure to lending is an
educational loan, we have a responsibility to infuse fnancial
literacy into their Oneonta experience.

2
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Conversations now taking place across campus aim
to strengthen our approach to teaching the steps and
principles that lead to fnancial wellness. We seek to increase
student access to grants and work opportunities that limit
dependence on borrowing, while reducing expenses. One
promising idea is the use of Federal Work-Study dollars
for intentional, meaningful projects within academic
departments or other ofces. This would place students
alongside our employees, where they could contribute at a
pre-professional level while earning fnancial aid.
One of the College’s ultimate goals is giving back, which for
many of us is a component of a monthly budget and longterm fnancial plan. Your support puts many SUNY Oneonta
students on this path. Creatively approaching fnancial
literacy will accelerate their journey, arming students with
the knowledge to navigate their fnances and lessening the
crushing debt that holds back so many young people today.
Service—committing to making a diference in the lives of
others—is one of three core values that underpin our mission.
Financial literacy and reduced loan debt will help position
our graduates to live this value too.
Dennis Craig
Acting President
SUNY Oneonta

From The Alumni Association

Christine Warnquist ’71

Alumni Association President
We invite you to join the thousands
of alumni who make a positive
diference for SUNY Oneonta through
their time, talent, and treasure.
Thanks to all our many volunteers and donors who support the
SUNY Oneonta Alumni Association! We sincerely appreciate
the time, talent, and treasure that you so generously shared with
us during the 2020-21 academic year.

For more information about volunteer opportunities, visit
www.oneontaalumni.com/get-involved/volunteer. (Please note:
You will need to log in to the SUNY Oneonta Alumni Network
to view this page.)

Our volunteers serve on boards and committees, share their
professional knowledge and career advice with students,
provide assistance with local and regional events, organize
afnity group reunions, and help plan Alumni Weekend. In
so doing, they help further our mission to connect, engage,
celebrate, and support our alumni, faculty, staf, students,
and friends.

I look forward to the time when we can all celebrate Alumni
Weekend again on campus, attend network events in person,
and recall our wonderful SUNY Oneonta experiences.

The Alumni Association is your lifetime connection to your
alma mater. Serving as a volunteer is a selfess way to give back
to SUNY Oneonta and a way to reconnect and network with
fellow alumni and students. Another way to give back is by
helping to fund Alumni Association programs. To make a gift
to the Fund for Oneonta, visit www.oneontaalumni.com/give.
We invite you to join the thousands of alumni who make a
positive diference for SUNY Oneonta.

If you have suggestions for alumni events in your area, please
let me know by contacting the Ofce of Alumni Engagement
at alumni@oneonta.edu. We’d love to hear your thoughts and
suggestions. This is your Alumni Association, and we aim to
make it the best possible!
Christine Warnquist ’71
President
SUNY Oneonta Alumni Association
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Across the Quad
David Geasey, Director of Creative Media
Services, Communication and Media,
administering a COVID-19 test

Campus Comes Together
for COVID-19 Testing and
Vaccinations
SUNY Oneonta administered more than 30,000 pool tests
in the spring semester, an achievement that demonstrates
how students, faculty, and staf have come together in the
fght against COVID-19. Getting to this point is the result
of exceptional planning, organizational agility, and a shared
commitment by the campus community to get tested weekly.

others kept the line moving and everyone spaced appropriately
while walking people through the testing steps. The support of
the custodial staf was instrumental in cleaning Dewar Arena,
the largest and now most heavily used space on campus.
The testing showed great results for the College’s prevention
eforts, with the infection rate remaining below 1 percent for
the semester.
In March, SUNY Oneonta was selected to host a New York
State-run mass COVID vaccination site in the Alumni Field
House. As a result, our COVID testing center was moved from
the Alumni Field House to the Hunt Union Ballroom.

The College has taken an all-hands-on-deck approach to
managing the pandemic. The COVID Operational Team
implemented a testing program that is safe, efcient, accurate,
and convenient. Inside the testing center, the designed fow of
foot trafc, quick test registration, and multiple test stations
spaced far apart allowed students and employees to move
through the center in minutes.
Members of the Department of Intercollegiate Athletics and
4
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Tracey Ranieri, Director of Athletics, and Geof
Hassard, Sports Information Director, at the COVID-19
testing site check-in

Scott Saltzman ’86

spoke with students
about the fundamentals
of marketing in
November 2019

Fashion Course Is Great
Example of AlumniStudent Interaction
Acquiring real-world knowledge while still in college is
immeasurably important to students. And when alumni pitch
in, the experience is rewarding for all involved. Such is the case
for Scott Saltzman ’86; Sarah Portway, assistant professor of
fashion and textiles; and the 26 juniors and seniors enrolled in
Portway’s FASH 323: Fashion Promotion course.
Portway’s students were engaged in a semester-long exercise
to develop creative promotional strategies to launch a new
product for any of PUMA’s four business units: Alternative
Specialty, Select, Streetwear, and Athletic Specialty. For the
students, the end product was a detailed promotional pitch
that would be suitable for presentation in a PUMA boardroom.
The process began with Saltzman, sales manager for PUMA
Select, providing a fashion brief. Afterward, students
prepared a one- to two-page mini-pitch outlining their initial
promotional ideas. Portway then divided the students into
small groups. Members of each group met in person and in
Microsoft Teams to develop and fesh out their group strategy,
collaborating on budgets, scheduling, and producing mockups, as well as completing project reports, peer evaluations,
and group assignments. Along the way, they conferred
regularly with Saltzman, Portway, and a teaching assistant.
The efort has been invaluable in helping students learn longterm project management skills such as setting and meeting

SMART (Specifc, Measurable, Actionable, Relevant, and Timebased) goals and understanding how to work successfully with
others, Portway says. Equally important, she says, is having a
guest lecturer like Saltzman, a professional who has walked the
walk and is able to share his experiences and insights.
“Scott brings not only his knowledge and savvy but also his
enthusiasm in working with the students,” Portway says. “This
is so important. Our students need to be exposed to as many
careers and as many networking opportunities as possible.”
Saltzman says working with the students is mutually
benefcial: They learn from him, but he also learns from
them. “Their feedback is priceless. They are the ultimate end
consumer that PUMA wants to reach, especially in my area—
the fashion world,” Saltzman says. “We have malls and soccer
stores, but it’s that fashion-conscious young kid 16 to 21 whom
we want to attract, because that’s how companies like ours
grow—you interest them when they’re young and then keep
engaging them with diferent products.”
“I don’t know why it took me so long (to get involved),” he says.
“I would love to have done this 15-20 years ago, knowing how
students like to interact with alumni in felds they want to get
into.”
Other alumni who would like to be guest speakers or
collaborate on class projects with the Fashion and Textiles
department may contact Portway at Sarah.Portway@oneonta.
edu. Alumni in diferent professions interested in engaging
with students may contact the Ofce of Alumni Engagement
at alumni@oneonta.edu.
Spring 2021 | Reflections
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Consortium Identifes
COVID-19 Impacts and
Gaps
SUNY Oneonta faculty members are involved in a regional
consortium on COVID-19 research.
The Intermountain COVID-19 Impact Consortium (ICIC)
consists of a group of research organizations west of
the Hudson Valley, including Bassett Research Institute,
the Center for Rural Vitality, the Program for Local Area
Community and Environmental Sciences (PLACES) Institute
at SUNY Oneonta, SUNY Cobleskill, Utica College, and Zogby
Strategics.
ICIC organizes research projects seeking to identify broad

systemic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic in the region. It
recently released two publications: Adapting to COVID-19: A
Survey of Municipalities in Central New York and Practicing
Safety: A Survey of Protective Behaviors Among College
Students in Central New York.
Contributing to these studies on the College’s behalf were
Professors Alex Thomas, Greg Fulkerson, and Elizabeth Seale
from Sociology; Jim Zians from Psychology; and Sallie Han
from Anthropology.
The projects collected quantitative and qualitative data
relating to the pandemic that can identify impacts and gaps
across the region, including social, economic, and medical
systems. A primary goal is to understand the pandemic as it
afects the totality of the region’s population, tying together
disparate sources of information to provide a “big picture” of
how the health crisis unfolded.

E. Howard
Ashford delivers
his lecture via
Zoom

Africana and Latinx
Studies Professor
Delivers Siegfried
Lecture
E. Howard Ashford, assistant professor in the Department of
Africana and Latinx Studies, delivered (virtually) the annual
Richard Siegfried Lecture in early December, speaking on “I
Am Me: Teaching Identity in the Age of Black Lives Matter
and Trump.” Recipients of the 2020 Richard Siegfried Student
Award for Academic Excellence were recognized during the
program.
Ashford is the 26th recipient of the Richard Siegfried Junior
Faculty Prize for Academic Excellence, named in memory of
the SUNY Oneonta professor who taught theatre from 19586
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95. Siegfried (or “Sieg,” as generations of students fondly
called him) epitomized excellence in his academic life through
imagination, meticulous scholarship, and discipline, and
through his expectation of the same pursuit of excellence from
his students and colleagues.
Created to recognize faculty achievement outside the
classroom, the Junior Faculty Prize is made possible through
a generous gift from the late Alice Siegfried to the College
at Oneonta Foundation in honor of her late husband and in
recognition of the important work junior faculty contribute to
the campus community.
Through the Richard Siegfried Student Award for Academic
Excellence, the Alumni Association’s Fund for Oneonta
recognizes students who earn a GPA of 3.9 or higher in their
frst full year at Oneonta either as full-time freshmen or
transfer students.

Former Track and
Field Student-Athletes
Selected for SUNYAC
All-Decade Teams
Sixteen former student-athletes have been named to the
SUNYAC Men’s and Women’s Track and Field All-Decade
Teams. All-SUNYAC honorees, conference/meet recordholders, Athlete of the Year recipients, All-American
honorees, national champions, and athletes who qualifed for
nationals in more than one season were considered.
Women’s team honorees are Lauren Brunetto ’12, a top
middle-distance performer for the Red Dragons from 2008-

12; Kayla Clohessy ’18, a top long jumper from 2014-18;
Alyssa Drapeau ’16, a two-time SUNYAC champion and
two-time NCAA qualifer; Liz Maziejka ’11, the program’s
top intermediate hurdler from 2008-11; Meghan Serdock ’17,
the most decorated thrower in the women's program; and
Rachael Shine ’17, a nine-time SUNYAC champion, seventime medalist, and four-time All-Conference performer in
track and feld. Both Drapeau and Shine were also named to
the SUNYAC Women’s Cross-Country All-Decade Team.
Those selected for the men’s team were three-time National
Champion Sean Bernstein ’13, the 2013 NCAA Men’s
National Outdoor Track Athlete of the Year, and fellow
National Champions Jake Alviene ’16, Joe Carr ’16, Sean
Daly ’11, Fred Romer ’10, and Patrick Weinert ’15.
Rounding out the list are Rob Farrell ’15, Tyler O'Bryant ’19,
J.D. Roth ’15, and Sean Wren ’12.
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SUNY Oneonta Among Top Colleges in New York
Intelligent.com has placed SUNY Oneonta on its list of the
Top 50 Colleges in New York and ranked four of the College’s
degree programs among the best in the nation based on
curriculum quality, graduation rate, reputation, post-graduate
employment, and other considerations.
Intelligent.com analyzed thousands of higher ed institutions
across the country, including the 207 colleges and universities
(43 public, 148 private nonproft, and 16 private for-proft) in
New York. Oneonta is ranked No. 35 in the state.
Individual programs were evaluated on the basis of fexibility,
faculty, course strength, cost, and reputation. Oneonta was

Oneonta Featured
Among Best Music
Schools

recognized nationally for:
•Best Master’s in Elementary Education Degree
Programs (No. 7 and considered Best for Literacy
Clinics)
•Best Criminal Justice Degree Programs (No. 35 and
considered to have the Best Scholarships)
•Best Master’s in K-12 Education Degree Programs
(No. 46 and considered to have the Best Assistantships)
•Best Master’s in Reading and Literacy Degree
Programs (No. 49 and considered to have the Best
Student-Faculty Ratio)

Noah Rakowski ’07 shares tips for
success at SUNY Oneonta in 2016

SUNY Oneonta was featured in the Best Music
Schools section of the January 2021 issue of
In Tune Monthly, a digital, interactive, and
streamed music education magazine published
eight times a year for middle and high school
music students and teachers.
The College is highlighted in several spots.
Associate Professor Julie Licata is quoted in the
lead article on preparing for a music audition.
Music industry alumnus Noah Rakoski ’07
appears in a graduate spotlight in which he fondly remembers music faculty Janet Nepkie and Jeremy Wall. Professor Joe
Pignato appears alongside students in a photo and is quoted in an article about in-person and virtual college visits.
Also in the section, a SUNY Oneonta digital ad links to a special landing page for prospective students on the College’s
website: suny.oneonta.edu/fnd-your-best.
8
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Thank You, Alumni Volunteers!
The SUNY Oneonta Alumni Association thanks all our alumni who generously contributed their
time to network with students and recent graduates during the spring semester.
Daniel Ainspan ’15

Tyler Itzkowitz ’15

Fernando Peralta ’18

Syndi Allen ’18

Danielle Jesnes ’20

Ryan Quinn ’13

Evan Ambrosio ’11

Jarrett Johnson ’11

Jill Reda ’14

Peter Anderson ’11

Rob Kahn ’93

William Sacco ’11

Serina Aridi ’19

Rich Keitel ’83

Scott Saltzman ’86

Tom Boran ’84

Camera Kendall ’15

Rich Saperstein ’81

Mitch Borger ’79

Corinne Lane ’03

Benjamin Schoolsky ’93

Scott Brecher ’07

Nicolas LaScala ’16

Junait Shah ’08

Taryn Brennan ’18

Emily Leger ’19

Sean Shannon ’89

Tyler Burke ’18

Pathy Leiva ’18

Adam Shapiro ’12

Roland Caputo ’82

Scott Leyton ’78

Kristen Shearer ’91

Richard Choppa ’83

Anthony Lodico ’84

Heidi Shulman-Cohen ’81

Jill Clark ’81

Hal Luftig ’79

Carol Silverman ’83

Caitlin Coleman ’18

Amanda Madden ’10

Lynnea Soposki ’11

William Derrenbacher ’66

Alice Maggiore ’10

Gretchen Sorin ’82

Jasmin Espinal ’18

Riis Massey-Williams ’17

Shawna Strenfel ’07

Jamore Felton ’19

Neil Mazzella ’73

Cliford Sweezey ’78

Greg Floyd ’80

Lisa Meschutt ’92

Haley Tuohy ’16

Alex Fredkin ’14

Marcela Micucci ’10

Nicholas Vecchio ’06

Bill Fried ’84

Scott Miller ’91

Sarah Vitro ’13

David Gaber ’09

Steve Miller ’91

Erika Vorstadt ’15

Yfran Garcia ’09

Michael Morales ’17

Abby Watson ’15

Jessica Grasso ’07

Taryn More ’18

Shannon Weir ’11

Paul Habernig ’04

Thomas Nixon ’92

Rachele Hall ’06

Bianca O’Brien ’85

Jazzmine WierzbickiMcMickle ’14

Ryan Harrington ’04

Katelyn O’Leary ’16

Araya Henry ’13

Peter Ornstein ’79

Corrine Hofman ’06

Breanna O’Shea ’18

Dakota Inman ’17

Maggie Palmeri ’07

Daniel Ioos ’20

Stephanie Peguillan ’15

Jonathan Winnicki ’06
Sean Wood ’10
Michael Yannucci ’05
Lauren Yedvab ’92

If you are interested in participating in future networking opportunities with students and recent
graduates, please contact the Ofce of Alumni Engagement at alumni@oneonta.edu.
Spring 2021 | Reflections
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Milne Library
Student Lounge

Milne Library Wins
Sustainability Award
Last fall, the James M. Milne Library won the Library
Sustainability Award from the South Central Regional Library
Council (SCRLC). The award recognized events and workshops
hosted by the library.
The library worked with the Revival of Apparel Club (RAC) to
host a Mending Workshop, where students learned how to fx
their damaged and torn clothes. It also collaborated with the

Ofce of Sustainability and the Student Learning Center to
host “Sustainable Study Tips,” which taught students how to
make a recycled notebook and highlighted ways they could be
sustainable both environmentally and academically. The library
was also recognized for its eforts to “green up” the staf lounge.
In December, at the 2020 State of NY Sustainability Conference,
Senior Assistant Librarian Jean-Paul Orgeron and Reference
and Instruction Librarian Sarah Rhodes gave a presentation
about the SCRLC award and the library’s sustainability team.
And Rhodes and Sustainability Coordinator Rachel Kornhauser
presented on the Sustainable Study Tips event.

Afnity Group Events

The SUNY Oneonta Alumni Association is proud to recognize and
support afnity group programs. An afnity group is any set of
alumni who have a shared identity, common interest, or purpose.
Afnity groups can be based on Greek afliation, clubs and
organizations, sports teams, or academic majors. If you are
interested in coming together with other alumni and current
students who have a common interest, more than likely we have a
group for you!
For more information about afnity groups,
go to oneontaalumni.com/afnity.

Club Hockey Virtual Reunion, 2021

Don’t see an active group or program that
you'd like to join? Ask us how to start one!
Email alumni@oneonta.edu or call 607-436-2526.

“I enjoyed the experiences that I was able to have outside the classroom when I
was a student. I am glad I am able to stay in touch with fellow alumni in those
groups now. The Club Hockey group is a great way to keep me connected with a
network of people I share a common interest with.”
Charles “Three” Bollinger ’01 is a member of the Club Hockey afnity group, now entering its
16th year, and continues to be one of its champions.
10
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College Senate Recognizes
Distinguished Professor
Emeritus John Relethford
On March 1, the SUNY Oneonta College Senate recognized Distinguished Professor
Emeritus John H. Relethford, who retired in December after more than 39 years on
campus.
Anthropology professor Brian Haley read a statement to the Senate congratulating
Relethford and acknowledging both his many professional accomplishments and his
contributions to the College. “Many of you know John as an unpretentious colleague
here at the College. Fewer of you know how remarkable his career has been,” Haley
stated.
Relethford is an internationally recognized expert on genetics and demography in
human evolution and is considered a major fgure in the development of the current
model of human evolution in anthropology, known as the “mostly out of Africa” model.
Relethford amassed a total of 192 publications, including 18 books (serving as sole author
of 15) and 86 peer-reviewed journal articles (serving as sole author for half and lead
author for another quarter). He also held editorial positions with 10 of the most elite peer-reviewed journals in anthropology.
He was president of the American Association for Physical Anthropology and the American Association of Anthropological
Genetics, as well as chair of the Anthropology section of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS).
Among other honors, Relethford was an AAAS Fellow; recipient of the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching; and, in
1995, the inaugural winner of the Susan Sutton Smith Prize for Academic Excellence.

College Recognized
for Afordability,
Small Classes
Intelligent.com ranked SUNY Oneonta No. 48 in its list of Most
Afordable Colleges in the United States for 2021 and singled out
the College as “Best for Small Classes.” The higher education
publication analyzed 2,277 accredited colleges and universities.
To compile its list, Intelligent.com examined what institutions
charge for tuition, fees, and room and board at both the
undergraduate and graduate levels. For public universities,
in-state versus out-of-state tuition was also considered to fnd the
institutions that ofer the best overall value to students.
To ensure that its recommended schools are not only afordable
but also provide a quality education, Intelligent.com included
only institutions that are regionally accredited. This type of
accreditation confrms that schools meet certain quality standards.
It also means students are eligible for more fnancial aid and can
transfer credits more easily. SUNY Oneonta is accredited by the
Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools.

Spring 2021 | Reflections
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Members of the SUNY Oneonta 2020
iGEM team work to build a genetically
engineered machine in the laboratory
facilities of Physical Science

A GEM of an Experience

In its frst (virtual) appearance last year at the International
Genetically Engineered Machine (iGEM) competition,
an event dominated by large research universities, SUNY
Oneonta—the only public liberal arts college to participate—
won a Silver Medal.
“I was so proud of my teammates,” says Helen Sanchez ’22.
“We all worked so hard on this. The most we could possibly
do, we did.”
iGEM is a multidisciplinary competition in which team
members use synthetic biology tools to create solutions to
everyday problems. Teams design, build, test, and measure
systems of their own creation using interchangeable
biological parts and standard techniques of molecular
biology.

“Along the way, they do things engineers would normally do,
such as taking into account the needs and wants of users of
their fnal product,” says Kelly Gallagher, associate professor
and chair of the chemistry and biochemistry department.
“They communicate both with experts in the feld and
people who are afected by the issue they’re trying to
address. And because their work involves technology, safety
and ethics receive a large emphasis.”
Gallagher co-founded and advises Oneonta’s iGEM team
with Jill Fielhaber, assistant professor of biology. They
started the team, Gallagher says, to give students experience
withs molecular biology tools, “which are commonly used
12
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in biotechnology and medical research felds and also in
clinical diagnostics.”
“There’s a strong application for these genetic engineering
tools, but no faculty member’s research program specifcally
focuses on genetic engineering, so this was an opportunity
to create a program that would fll a skills gap at the
College,” Fielhaber says.
The competition, which requires collaboration with other
teams, gives students international experience as well. Last
year, 256 teams representing 36 countries took part. Oneonta
frst collaborated with Stony Brook University, the only other
SUNY school to feld a team, and then with teams from
Cayetano Heredia Peruvian University and Moscow-Russia.
“It’s a little mind-blowing, how global this competition is.
You don’t realize it until you’re
sitting at 6 a.m. talking to
someone from Russia,” says
Ashley Germosen Rosa ’22,
a recipient of the McVicar
Family Science Scholarship
and team captain.

Ashley Germosen Rosa ’22 is
a member of SUNY Oneonta's
award-winning iGEM team

Members of the team receive a donation of products from
Corning Inc. for the CDO-GoSTEM camp

Helen Sanchez ’22, Ashley Germosen Rosa ’22, and Claire
Curtain ’21 work to prepare agar plates

For their iGEM project, Oneonta’s team wanted to help the
local community. After learning about the challenges faced
by local dairy farmers, they chose to support them in the
production of A2 milk, which is growing in popularity due to
its purported health benefts. The goal was to make it easier
for the farmers to enter this niche market so they could sell
their milk at a premium price.

create a feld-deployable genetic test that will allow farmers
to rapidly detect their cattle’s “A status” and facilitate the
breeding of A2 herds.

A2 milk difers from the more common A1 milk in the
sequence of beta-casein, one of the main milk proteins. In
its project, Confrming A2 Alleles via Luminescence in the
Field (Ca2LF), Oneonta’s team is using synthetic biology to

The competition spans a variety of disciplines. Teams create
a website or wiki documenting their project; develop an
abstract; produce a promotion video (last year, they also
produced a presentation video, since they could not present
in person); and create posters and banners. The competition
cycle runs May through November, when teams present their
projects at the iGEM Giant Jamboree. This year’s event, which
will likely be hybrid, is scheduled for Paris.
(Story continues on page 14)

Claire Curtain ’21 cultures bacteria

Spring 2021 | Reflections
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Sean Walis ’21 and
Asana Ibrahim ’21
check the results
of an experiment

Although projects typically run a year, last year’s teams were
encouraged to develop two-year projects due to obstacles
imposed by COVID-19.
The team’s registration fee was covered by the Caroline ’67
and David D’Antonio Student Travel for Excellence Fund.
Additional support came from the Student Research Grant
Program, the Corning plant in Oneonta (“They were so
generous,” says Audrey Porsche, manager of foundation and
corporate programs. “They sent all kinds of equipment for the
students”), and iGEM corporate sponsors.

“We’re looking for people who can serve as mentors or
provide subject area expertise relating to specifc projects,”
she says. For more information, go to suny.oneonta.edu/igem
and click on Get Involved or email igem@oneonta.edu.

Germosen Rosa, whose involvement in the program began
as a freshman, says her professors and advisors have
become like family. “A lot of people don’t get to experience
a connection with their advisors or professors the way you
do when you participate in iGEM,” she says. “Kelly and Jill
and other professors in the chemistry and biochemistry
department were super-supportive.”
Sanchez, too, found that she “met a lot of great people and got
really close with my professors.” She particularly appreciated
the hands-on lab experience. “It made me fall in love with
everything I’d learned,” she says, calling iGEM “one of the
best experiences I’ve had at Oneonta.”
The benefts of iGEM continue long after the competition:
Team members participate in After iGEM activities and join
the iGEM alumni network, doubling their opportunities for
professional networking and mentorship.
Gallagher invites alumni to get involved with the program.
14
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Brittney Cordice-Little ’21 prepares a reaction to confrm
successful introduction of a genetic circuit into a bacterial
chassis

Campaign Update
We are delighted to share the news
that just over halfway into our
campaign, Grow. Thrive. Live. The
Future of SUNY Oneonta, we have
raised $20.4 million—82 percent of our
$25 million goal. When we announced
the campaign last year, we felt strongly
that alumni and others would answer
the call to assist students during the
pandemic; we were right, and we are
so grateful for their generosity.
Our donors recognize that the need
for emergency funding has never been
greater. Their support has allowed
SUNY Oneonta to provide students
with more than $237,500 in funding
through Student Success Scholarships
and the Student Emergency Fund.
If 2020 taught us anything, it’s that
you can’t predict the future. That’s
why we’ve made unrestricted giving
a focus of the campaign. Unrestricted
giving provides the College and the
Foundation with the fexibility to meet
challenges and opportunities as they
arise. In many ways, an unrestricted
gift is the most powerful gift a donor
can make.
Another campaign focus is giving
through estate planning. When
alumni draw up their estate plan,
including making a will or deciding
on benefciary designations, we ask
that they include a gift to the College
at Oneonta Foundation. We are
honored when they do, and we value
and appreciate all gifts regardless of
amount. (For more information on
making a gift through estate planning,

including our legal name, see story
on the 25th anniversary of the Netzer
Planned Giving Society on page 18.)
We all know that SUNY Oneonta is a
special place. For us and many others,
it’s not just where we went to school;
it’s an important part of our lives. It’s
where we met, where we made lifelong
friends, and where we got a good start
on our careers.
Our families came from modest
means, and we were fortunate to
be able to attend. Now, with tuition
and related costs so much higher,
two-thirds of Oneonta students have
fnancial need. The Foundation plays
a big role in making an Oneonta
education afordable and enriching
the College experience.

Campaign Co-Chairs
Pat and Linda McCann

$25,000,000

Pat’s service on the Foundation
board gave us a frsthand look at
how donations make an impact.
We've met students who beneft from
scholarships, student research funds,
and the Student Emergency Fund.
Regardless of whether you get to
witness it yourself, know that your
support of these initiatives makes a
world of diference.

CAMPAIGN GOAL
$25,000,000
AMOUNT RAISED
AS OF 4/4/21
$20,425,57
PERCENTAGE OF
GOAL REACHED
82%

As co-chairs of the campaign, we enjoy
talking to current and potential donors
about why Oneonta is special to them
and what kind of diference they want
to make.
What kind of diference do you want
to make?

7,359
CAMPAIGN
DONORS
81 NEW
SCHOLARSHIPS
AND FUNDS
$3.7 MILLION
AWARDED
ANNUALLY IN
SCHOLARSHIPS
AND CAMPUS
PROGRAMS

Learn more about
Grow. Thrive. Live.
suny.oneonta.edu/GrowThriveLive

State University College at Oneonta Foundation Corporation

This is our legal name, and it is important that this name be used in wills, retirement plans, life insurance policies, and all
other estate planning documents that name the College as a benefciary of a gift or bequest. For more information about
how you can give to SUNY Oneonta now or in the future, please contact:

Paul J. Adamo ’81
Vice President for
College Advancement
paul.adamo@oneonta.edu
Beth Orgeron
Senior Advancement
Ofcer
beth.orgeron@oneonta.edu

Ellen Blaisdell
Tim Hayes
Associate Vice President for Senior Advancement
College Advancement
Ofcer
ellen.blaisdell@oneonta.edu tim.hayes@oneonta.edu
Benjamin Wendrow ’08
Director of Development
and Donor Relations
benjamin.wendrow@oneonta.edu

Jill Mirabito
Director of Gift Planning
jill.mirabito@oneonta.edu

Division of College Advancement
308 Netzer Administration Building
SUNY Oneonta | Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-436-2535 | Fax: 607-436-2686
www.oneonta.edu/advancement
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The new Emergency Services Building has been
constructed with numerous energy-saving measures,
including enhanced building insulation, heat energy
recovery units, smart electrical metering, and a
computerized building management system

New Energy-Efcient
Emergency Services Building
Is Important Element in
Facilities Master Plan
The construction of the new Emergency Services Building,
targeted to open in mid-May, is critical to the progression of
the College’s long-range Facilities Master Plan.
The one-story, 9,000-square-foot structure on West
Dormitory Drive is the new home of the University Police
Department (UPD); the campus emergency management
staf; and the Otsego County Law Enforcement Academy
(OCLEA), a longtime collaboration of UPD and the Otsego
County Sherif’s Ofce and the premier training center in
Central New York since 2001. The OCLEA training space
will also serve as a backup regional emergency operation
center available for municipal agencies, as well as a training
16

Spring 2021 | Reflections

facility for the Oneonta State Emergency Squad (OSES).
OSES is a student-stafed emergency medical services unit
that provides support to the campus when requested during
emergencies, event standby, and mutual aid.

The relocation of UPD and OCLEA from Alumni Hall to the
new building allows for the comprehensive renovation of
Alumni Hall for the Division of College Advancement ofces
and the School of Economics and Business. Completion
of the Alumni Hall renovation project (scheduled to run
from this June to summer 2023) will create additional
opportunities for the renovation of other buildings in the
core of campus.

The Emergency Services Building is the frst new
construction in the SUNY system built to NetZero Capable
standards under SUNY’s new energy directives. NetZero
Capable buildings do not directly burn fossil fuels. And
their energy use can be ofset through the purchase of solar
power, making their operation carbon emission free. The
building has been designed to comply with all requirements
for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
certifcation by the U.S. Green Building Council.
The Emergency Services Building’s energy-efciency
measures include enhanced building insulation, heat
energy recovery units, smart electrical metering, and a
computerized building management system, according
to Chief Facilities Planning and Safety Ofcer Lachlan
Squair. Heat for the building is generated via a reverse cycle
refrigeration system rather than a traditional gas-fred boiler
and supplemented with electrical radiant heat panels.
“We are thrilled to have the opportunity to move into a
new state-of-the-art police facility, which has been purpose
built,” UPD Chief Jennifer Fila says of her 28-person (when
fully stafed) department. “New buildings equate to new
beginnings, so I’m excited for the opportunity to start fresh."

University Police window, Emergency Services Building
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Phyllis Gunther ’67,
member of the Netzer Society

etzer

PLANNED GIVING

---societ
25 TH ANNIVERSARY

Netzer Society Celebrates
25-Year Legacy
This year marks the 25th
anniversary of the Netzer Planned
Giving Society, which honors
individuals who provide for
SUNY Oneonta in their will or
estate plan. A celebratory event is
planned for Alumni Weekend in
June.

“A planned gift to the Unrestricted
Endowment, which can be applied
where need and opportunity are
greatest, is one of the most powerful
gifts you can make.”
The Unrestricted Endowment funds
scholarships, student and faculty
research, internships, and faculty
development—all of which are priority
needs for the College.

The Netzer Society is named for
the late College President Royal
President Royal Netzer and his wife, Clara
Netzer and his wife, Clara, an
“Too many people think planned gifts
avid gardener whose 1993 bequest in
have to be large and complicated,”
support of campus beautifcation was one of the largest in
Mirabito says, emphasizing that’s not the case. “A gift of any
the College’s history.
size is important and helps our students and the College.
Gifts made through estate planning to the State University
It is a gift that is accessible to everyone. It is a gift that
College at Oneonta Foundation account for almost $13
endures.”
million of the College’s $78 million endowment. Currently,
Planned gifts to the College take several forms; they are
the society has 400 members.
most often made through a will or benefciary designations
“Estate planning gifts, particularly to the Unrestricted
in a retirement plan or life insurance. (The legal name “State
Endowment, are instrumental for many of the College’s
University College at Oneonta Foundation Corporation”
program areas,” says Jill Mirabito, director of gift planning.
should be used.)
18
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Harry Bradshaw Matthews ’74

Deb Parisian ’82

“As we celebrate the Netzer Society’s 25th anniversary, it is
imperative that we strengthen the membership and make
signifcant and meaningful contributions to our College
to build a strong future,” says Foundation Board Planned
Giving Chair Jan Ashley ’62. “I would encourage all alumni
and faculty to join.”
Among those who have already done so:
Harry Bradshaw Matthews ’74, whose career centered on
higher education administration and African American
family research, established the Pamela L. Matthews and
Harry Bradshaw Matthews Scholarship to support current
and future students in anthropology and Africana and
Latinx studies. Through a retirement plan benefciary
designation, Matthews, an Alumni of Distinction honoree
and member of the College Foundation board, also
made a planned gift to support his scholarship and the
Unrestricted Endowment. “SUNY Oneonta taught me how
to learn, so that after graduation I could engage in my own
independent study,” he says. “It was time to give back and
provide avenues for other people’s journeys through higher
education.”
The late Albert J. Read, professor emeritus of physics and
founder of the Science Discovery Center (renamed the
A.J. Read Science Discovery Center in 2014), included the
College at Oneonta Foundation in his estate plan. Following
his 2019 passing, he directed his gift be evenly split between
the Science Discovery Center Endowment and the A.J. Read
Scholarship for Science and Science Education Students—a
refection of his never-ending passion for improving the
lives of others.
Deb Parisian ’82, who spent her career in education
before retiring in 2002, established the Debra L. Parisian
Scholarship for undergraduate students with fnancial
need. A member of the College Council, she also has
made an annuity benefciary designation in support of the
Unrestricted Endowment to help the College as a whole.

Christy Lamagna ’90

Arthur Palmer

“Gifts to the College help students build on their strengths
and interests and motivate them to grow,” she says. “When
they become strong, confdent, competent individuals, that
makes for better communities.”
Professor Emeritus Arthur Palmer, who retired as SUNY
Distinguished Teaching Professor in 2005, created the
College’s water resources major, the frst of its kind in the
SUNY system and one of just a handful in the East. “[My
wife] Peggy and I interacted a great deal with my students,
especially on feld projects, and in many ways we consider
them part of our family,” he says. The Palmers, both of whom
benefted from scholarships themselves, have endowed a
Scholarship for Excellence in Geology and Earth Science.
Their planned gift, “a way to acknowledge my appreciation
to all the fne students I’ve known over my 38-year career,”
will be split between the College at Oneonta Foundation’s
Faculty Development Fund and the Unrestricted
Endowment.
Christy Lamagna ’90, who produces strategic corporate
events around the world, established the Professor Frank
O’Mara Scholarship to honor her advisor for The State Times
and a professor she describes as “the greatest infuence on
my life. It’s my gift to him for everything he gave to us,” she
says of the scholarship for upper-division communication
students. Through her will, she also has made a planned gift
to the Unrestricted Endowment.
“Making Oneonta a part of your estate plan is a wonderful
way to live long beyond your years and give back far beyond
your means,” she says. “It’s a way to make sure that Oneonta
and all the good it does exists long after we’re gone.”
“There is endless, boundless opportunity and joy in doing
this,” she says.
For more information on how to create your own legacy,
contact Jill Mirabito at 607-436-3107 or jill.mirabito@
oneonta.edu.
Spring 2021 | Reflections
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The $6 million renovation
features an Experiential
Learning Center, among
other upgrades.
While not physically at the center of campus,
Hunt College Union is central to the student
experience—a fact made even clearer by recent
renovations.
After four years of planning, design, and
construction, the Hunt Union West Wing
reopened in January featuring, among other
upgrades, the Experiential Learning Center
created in space vacated by the relocation of Red
Dragon Outftters.
Throughout, the $6 million renovation was
designed to be student-centric. “We wanted to
centralize like services so that students could go
to one place to accomplish multiple tasks,” says
Scott Barton, facilities program coordinator.
The Experiential Learning Center houses units
integral to the College’s community outreach
eforts: The Career Development Center, the
Center for Social Responsibility and Community,
the Ofce of International Education, and Student
Research and Creative Activity are on the frst
foor, while the Ofce of Sustainability is on the
second.
“This physical connection will facilitate
collaborations,” says Robb Thibault, director
of Student Life, Leadership, and Hunt College
Union. “Over time, as we get back to a new
normal, I hope we’ll be able to increase the fow of
ideas and students coming into the building.”
Another feature of the newly renovated area is
the HUb, site of the information desk and box
ofce—designed, Barton says, to be a hub of
activity. Overlooking the HUb is what he describes
as a “glorious” engraved image of the building’s
namesake, Charles Wesley Hunt, SUNY Oneonta’s
third president.

International Lounge, Hunt College Union

Campus radio station WONY is slated to move
from Alumni Hall to the basement of Hunt Union,
modernizing its equipment and adding a second
production studio. Dragon Express has also moved to
the basement.
In other changes, lounge areas were upgraded “so that
20
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folks can gather and socialize as well as get business
done,” Barton says. “We want everyone to experience
the sense of welcome personifed in our slogan, ‘You
Have a Place Here,’” says Thibault.
The renovation was preceded by projects to upgrade
the building’s windows and its heating, ventilation, and
air-conditioning systems.
Funding for the renovation and related projects came
from New York State capital appropriations for critical
maintenance.

You Have a
(Newly Upgraded)
Place Here

Second foor,
Hunt College Union

LeChase was the main contractor for the Experiential
Learning Center. Design of the interior space was
overseen by Hyman Hayes Architects. The project was
administered by the SUNY Construction Fund.
A celebration of the 50th anniversary of the opening
of the Hunt College Union will begin in fall 2022,
followed by the 50th anniversary of its naming for
Hunt in 2023.
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Kent Newhart ’77, during his
visit to campus in 2013

Student-Managed Portfolio
Yields Impressive Results
For the past three years, students in Assistant Professor Kai
Chen’s Portfolio Management class have been managing an
investment portfolio of real funds housed within the College
at Oneonta Foundation, thanks to a collaboration between
the Foundation and the School of Economics and Business
(SEB).
Kent Newhart ’77, president of ATA Financial Group,
created the Kent Newhart Student-Managed Fund with an
initial donation of $25,000; last December, he added another
$25,000. As of February, the portfolio was valued at $53,000.
Newhart has multiple goals for the project: “The real-world
experience that students gain ties directly to work they will
do after they graduate,” he says. “And by growing the fund,
the College will have the ability to distribute its investment
income and capital gains as scholarships to students in
need. The ability to support their classmates in this way
will hopefully drive students to be even more successful in
managing the portfolio.”
Speaking to the class at the start of the spring semester, he
also shared a goal for the students’ professional and personal
development: “In the end, you’re trying not only to decipher
22
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a wealth of information but also to develop intuitive skills.
Life isn’t about absolute statistics.”
Prior to 2019, the class conducted simulation exercises,
evaluating the performance of mutual funds held by the
Foundation and making recommendations to buy, sell,
or hold those assets. Creation of the student-managed
portfolio allows students to apply what they have learned to
managing real dollars.
First, the class studies Modern Portfolio Theory and “learns
to measure a portfolio’s return and risk and optimize the
investment in a portfolio,” Chen says. After assessing the
fund’s performance over the past year, students divide
up into four or fve teams. The teams collect data and
information from Bloomberg, Morningstar, and other
resources, and use Modern Portfolio Theory to develop
and optimize their recommendations. Each recommended
portfolio must follow the Foundation’s existing investment
policy, which seeks long-term stable growth with reasonable
risk, he says.
At the end of the semester, each team presents its
recommendations and rationales to a group composed of

the Foundation board’s Investment Subcommittee, other
Foundation board members, fnance faculty, and the SEB
dean. (In 2020 and 2021, the presentations were made
via Zoom.) The group selects a winning proposal, and
the Investment Subcommittee then allocates the dollars
accordingly for the coming year.

The model proposed by Toussaint’s team was implemented
last May. From May to December, the portfolio delivered a 29
percent rate of return, beating the S&P 500, which returned
about 26 percent. (Both measures were heavily infuenced
by the market’s COVID-induced crash in March and
subsequent recovery.)

“Every class has presented a wonderful model that has
performed quite well,” says Jim Doig ’75, vice president
of the College at Oneonta Foundation board, chair of
its Finance Committee, and member of its Investment
Subcommittee. “I’ve been impressed by the students’
enthusiasm, as well as the time they spend researching the
funds.”

For his eforts with the class, Chen won the frst-ever
Innovative Pedagogy Award last fall. A research paper he
has written on the class’s application of Excel is forthcoming
in the Journal of Economics and Finance Education.

“This course showed me that if you have an idea and you’re
confdent in that idea, you should strive to make it a reality,”
says Trevor Toussaint ’20, leader of last year’s winning
team and now a commodity trade support analyst at Six
One Commodities. “Along with investment knowledge,
the course gave me experience working with a team, which
prepared me for my current role.”

Also supporting the fund have been Stan Nosek ’69;
Howard Buchan, associate professor of accounting (retired);
and Chen, who donated the $500 prize that came with his
teaching award.
If you would like to make a gift to further grow the portfolio,
visit suny.oneonta.edu/give or call the Division of College
Advancement at 607-436-2535.

Assistant Professor Kai Chen
(second from left) consults with
fnance students during their
portfolio presentation in 2019
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ALUMNI

2021
WEEKEND

GOES
VIRTUAL

While we know a virtual event cannot take the place of our typical celebration in June, we hope Red Dragons near and
far log on and tune in for a special lineup of activities! In a programming frst, we've expanded Alumni Weekend into a
weeklong virtual experience. To register for events, go to oneontaalumni.com/alumniweekend21.

Thursday, June 3
5:00 - 6:00 p.m.

1889 Society
The Division of College Advancement invites
all members of the 1889 Society to a special
virtual recognition ceremony.

Friday, June 4
2:30 - 3:30 p.m.

4:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Alumni Association Annual Meeting
Alumni Association Board President
Christine Warnquist ’71 invites all alumni to
participate in the Alumni Association Annual
Meeting, which will include updates from
the Board of Directors and the election of
new board members. Registration is free but
required to gain access to this event.
Red Dragons Go LIVE!: Concert
Enjoy a virtual concert with Ryan Quinn ’13 and
Luke Mock ’23. This dynamic duo is back to
ofer alumni a very special concert experience.
Registration is free but required to gain access
to this event.

Travel Around the World Tea Party
The Netzer Planned Giving Society is
7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
celebrating its 25th Anniversary. Members
and their guests will meet for a talk hosted
by Kathy Schmid ’79, manager of Sodexo Dining
Services/Argo Tea, who will discuss varieties of tea
and techniques for optimal brewing. Join us for a lively
conversation while sampling teas
from the best growers and tea estates
Saturday, June 12
around the world. Registration is free
10:00 - 11:00 a.m. Caricatures
but required to gain access to this event.
This favorite activity from the Cans 'n' Clams
Wednesday, June 9
picnic is now available virtually! Alumni are
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. Wine Down Wednesday, With Class of 1980 (& Friends)
encouraged to sign up quickly, as only 12
spots per time block are available. An artist
Class ambassadors Jay Winuk ’80, Greg Floyd ’80, and
will create a digital caricature while you
Chuck Bogosta ’80 invite members of the Class of 1980
mingle with fellow participants. Registration
and guests to a virtual concert experience, with professional
is free but required to gain access to this
musician Corey Spector ’80 performing live from Tucson,
event.
Arizona. Wine down with classmates and gear up for Alumni
Weekend events. Spector will play songs
th
3:00 - 4:00 p.m. 50 Anniversary Toast
rom the ’60s, ’70s, and ’80s, while
The Classes of 1970 and 1971 are invited
participants interact with one another via
to take part in a one-of-a-kind event, as
chat. Registration is free. Members of classes
Acting President Craig and members of
from 1978-82 are encouraged to tune in.
the Half Century Club conduct a virtual
Thursday, June 10
toast to this momentous milestone.
6:00 - 7:30 p.m. State of the College Address
Participants will receive a commemorative
champagne glass to join in the toast.
The SUNY Oneonta Alumni Association invites
Registration is free but required to gain
all alumni to this town hall-style event with Acting
access to this event.
President Dennis Craig. Learn about campus progress
during the Spring 2021 semester and the
How-to Class: Beginner Acrylic
4:00 - 5:00 p.m.
College’s vision moving forward.
Paint Lesson
Friday, June 11
Alumni are invited to tap into their artistic
1:00 - 2:00 p.m. Virtual RedTalks: Magic of Science
side with a virtual guided painting class.
Brenda Brooks, ofce assistant in the
The A.J. Read Science Discovery Center is a free,
Ofce of Academic Advisement, will guide
hands-on museum for people of all ages and abilities. Its
participants through the steps of painting a
mission is to connect visitors to the joy and power of the
campus icon. Registration is free but required
scientifc process through authentic and interactive exhibits.
to gain access to the event and receive a
Learn how the staf has employed digital resources during the
free canvas. A list of supplies needed will be
pandemic to connect campus and community members to
emailed in advance of the program. (Family
the magic of science. Registration is free but required to gain
Friendly)
access to this event.

24

Spring 2021 | Reflections

6:00 - 7:00 p.m.

5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Class of 1975: Virtual Sours
Class ambassadors Mark Delligatti, Andrea
Vicidomini LaMantia, Kathy and Duke
Gallagher invite members of the Class of 1975
to a virtual Sours event. Bring your mug
and your best recollection of what exactly
goes into a blue whale. Take a virtual trip
down memory lane with your fellow Red Gowns
with some trivia and fun! Registration is free but
required to gain access to this event.

6:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Planetarium
The College’s state-of-the-art digital
planetarium is now able to stream nationwide.
Tuesday, June 15
This fan favorite (and often full) Alumni
Weekend event can now be enjoyed from
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Red Dragons Cook
the comfort of your home. Sit back and enjoy
A Red Dragon alumni network frst—a virtual
learning about the wonders of the night sky.
cooking demonstration! Oscar Oberkircher,
Registration is free but required to gain access
lecturer in the Foods and Nutrition discipline
to this event. (Family Friendly)
in the College of Human Ecology, will share

delicious recipes and helpful cooking tips. He
will be joined by alumni from the beverage
industry to show how to artfully pair wine
with food. Registration is free but required to
gain access to this event.

Sunday, June 13

10:00 - 11:00 a.m. Caricatures

This favorite activity from the Cans 'n' Clams
picnic is now available virtually! Alumni are
invited to sign up quickly, as only 12 spots per
time block are available. An artist will create a
digital caricature while you mingle with fellow
participants. Registration is free but required
to gain access to this event.

10:00 - 11:00 a.m. Drag'n Bend (Yoga)

Reserve a calming hour to center yourself
with this guided yoga class. Instructor Katie
Lossi will bring a sense of Zen to your den
with a beginner-level yoga and stretching
class. Registration is free but required to
gain access to this event. (Family Friendly)

6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

4:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Planetarium
The College’s state-of-the-art digital
planetarium is now able to stream nationwide.
This fan favorite (and often full) Alumni
Weekend event can now be enjoyed from
the comfort of your home. Sit back and enjoy
learning about the wonders of the night sky.
Registration is free but required to gain access
to this event. (Family Friendly)

Tuesday Trivia
Unwind and reconnect with fellow alumni
while enjoying the fun of Trivia Tuesday.
This edition is a Pride-themed night hosted
by Ryan Harrington ’04. Registration is free
but required to gain access to this event.

Thursday, June 17

5:00 p.m.

11:00 a.m. - noon How-to Class: Up-Cycle Tees to Bags

Grab an old T-shirt and learn how to turn it
into a bag. With many stores going
plastic-free, everyone could use an extra
reusable bag--so why not learn to make your
own! Join Sustainability Coordinator Rachel
Kornhauser and members of the student
Revival of Apparel Club to create your new
favorite accessory. Registration is free but
required to gain access to this event. (Family
Friendly)

Loyal Red Dragon Mixology Class
Members of the Loyal Red Dragon program
are invited to learn how to properly concoct
libations, just in time for the summer
season. Local award-winning bartender
Erica Bocchi Scott of the b Side Ballroom
& Supper Club will show participants how
to prepare a sampling of cocktails to be
enjoyed on the deck, poolside, or for a comfy
night in. Interested Loyal Red Dragons
should sign up quickly, as only 30 spots are
available. Registration is free but required to
gain access to this event.

6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Earth & Atmospheric Sciences 50th
Anniversary Celebration
The Department of Earth and Atmospheric
Sciences is celebrating an important
milestone: Faculty invite alumni from all
over the world to participate in a virtual
cheers to 50 years! The program will feature
a brief look at past successes, current
updates, and future plans—followed by
a virtual toast. Registration is free but
required to gain access to this event.
How-to Class: Beer Tasting
Never understood the hype about IPAs?
Want to really taste the depth of a lager? Rich
Eyring ’07, senior brewer at Massachusetts
Bay Brewing Co., will ofer an in-depth beer
experience, teaching participants how to
smell and taste the notes in particular beer
styles. In addition, Eyring will show how
to artfully pair food with diferent styles of
beer and participate in a Q&A. A suggested
curated beer list will be provided to
registrants closer to the event. Registration is
free but required to gain access to this event.

Monday, June 14
10:00 a.m.

Virtual RedTalks: Archives Display
Milne Library staf, led by Special Collections
Librarian Heather Stalter, provide a virtual
look back at some of Oneonta’s most treasured
history. Registration is free but required to
gain access to this event. (Family Friendly)
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Jared Reynolds ’12 delivers his
keynote address during the 2021
SRCA Showcase.

A Display of
Research and Creativity

This year’s Student Research & Creative Activity (SRCA)
Day, held April 15 and 16, took the form of a Virtual
Showcase.

The event featured live poster sessions, student
presentations, and a keynote address by Jared Reynolds
’12, founding member of RM Law Group LLC in Chicago,
who spoke on “NetWork/Net Worth — Unlocking Your Most
Valuable Resource.”
“SRCA Day spotlights the scholarly activities of our
students, highlighting the impact of experiential learning
opportunities,” says Kathy Meeker ’78, director of grants
development. This is the second year the event has taken
place virtually. Previously, it was held at Hunt Union.
Among the students taking part was biology major Claire
Curtin ’21. Curtin, who has been intrigued by parasites
since watching Monsters Inside Me as a child, has been
working since Spring 2019 with Florian Reyda, professor of
biology, on a study of parasites in North America freshwater
fshes. After focusing on nematodes and a parasite found in
redhorse fshes, she now is studying the worm Octospinifer
macilentus, which was last described in 1919. Later this year,
Curtin hopes to release a re-description of the species. For
her third appearance at SRCA Day, she created a poster.
“Engaging in this research has allowed me to gain a lot
more knowledge about how the scientifc process works in
feld biology,” she says. “I’ve also learned that by studying
26
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parasites, we get a better idea of what’s happening in the
ecosystem.”

Sabrina De La Rosa ’21, a mass communication major with
a concentration in production, created a short flm on the
aftermath of last summer’s Black Lives Matter protests that
incorporates poetry, the spoken word, music, and dance. “My
goal for the project was to make it as meaningful as possible
by exploring diferent art forms as a way of movement, of
progress, of pushing for advancement,” she says.
Leading up to her third SRCA Day, De La Rosa created
a poster and a trailer for the flm; during the event, she
screened it and hosted a Q&A session. Next, she plans to
make it available on platforms such as YouTube and Vimeo
and submit it to the New York Latino Film Festival and other
flm festivals.
“Through this project and those that preceded it, I’ve gained
insight into how to give people meaningful content that
benefts underrepresented communities and portrays people
of color in a more accurate light,” she says.
Curtin and De La Rosa’s projects are supported by the
Student Grant Program for Research and Creative Activity,
funded by the College at Oneonta Foundation's Unrestricted
Endowment and the Alumni Association.
Their presentations and those of their colleagues can be
viewed at suny.oneonta.edu/grants-development-ofce/
student-research-creative-activity-day.

Todd ’82 and Valerie Stowell-Hart ’83

Terry ’82 and Amy Hart

30 Days to Double Your Donation!
During the month of June, the Hart Family has once again generously agreed to match
all gifts made to the Fund for Oneonta, up to a total of $10,000. This means your gift
of any amount will be matched dollar-for-dollar and have double the impact!!
Terry ’82 and Amy Hart and Todd ’82 and Valerie Stowell Hart ’83 want to help
provide opportunities and make meaningful, tangible, and positive impacts on the
lives of students. Giving to the Fund for Oneonta is one of the most important ways
alumni can make a real-world diference for students. Through their challenge, the
Hart Family hopes you will be inspired to help pay it forward, too, and make a gift to
the Fund for Oneonta by June 30.

THE FUND FOR

ONEON

www.oneonta.edu/give
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· stars
Oneonta Champions
Sustainability In and Out
of the Classroom
SUNY Oneonta embodies sustainability (one of its three
core values, with inclusivity and service) across the gamut of
student life, academics, and campus operations.
“Sustainability is the intersection of ecological health,
social justice, and economic stability—it’s about looking at
all of these in all aspects of campus,” says Sustainability
Coordinator Rachel Kornhauser. Her ofce is instrumental
in the College’s eforts, along with Energy Management,
Custodial, and other units, as well as the President’s
Advisory Council on Sustainability—a group of students,
faculty, and staf who oversee and advocate for initiatives in
the College’s Sustainability Master Plan.
Students play an important role individually and through
groups like the Edgy Veggie Society; the Environmental
Advocacy Club; the Environmental Science Club;
Friends of Recreation, Conservation, and Environmental
Stewardship; the Outdoor Adventure Club; and the Revival
of Apparel Club (RAC). And Kornhauser works with RAs on
sustainability practices in residence halls.
28
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Sustainability and academics
Sustainability is baked into Oneonta’s academic
curriculum. An annual faculty development program helps
professors integrate sustainability into courses: traditional
environmental science courses and ones in Africana
and Latinx studies, biology, communication studies,
composition, economics, fashion, food, geography, geology,
history-museum studies, and political science. Thanks to
a SUNY grant, the College also ofers courses on green
buildings.
“We are giving students an opportunity to learn about
sustainability and how it relates to diferent felds of study
and careers,” Kornhauser says, “and they’re using campus as
a living laboratory.”

Campus waste reduction
At the end of each spring semester (except for Spring 2020),
the College partners with the Otsego ReUse Center for Move

Out. Unwanted items are collected as students prepare to
leave campus and made available for free in an annual event
at the center. “We’re diverting literally tons of material from
the landfll and giving these gently used items new life by
donating them to the community,” Kornhauser says.
Clothing and household items also fnd new homes at
the Red Closet Thrift Shop, a campus store run by RAC.
Students handle the merchandising—with proceeds
benefting a sustainability scholarship—and stage fashion
shows highlighting items. The store has been closed due to
COVID-19, but students have conducted online DIY tutorials
and events for those interested in sustainable fashion.
The College does single-stream recycling and collects items
not appropriate for recycling bins: Styrofoam; toothbrushes
and oral health product containers; and cosmetic/hair care
packaging. Deposit bottles and cans are redeemed at a local
Hannaford, with money from returns benefting the Collegeowned and –operated Bugbee Children’s Center.

Building design and energy-saving
practices
Oneonta has one building, Physical Science, certifed as
LEED Gold. The U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) rating system
recognizes a variety of structure types for their green
building design practices. Several other campus buildings
are classifed “Silver-fable” for being constructed or
renovated to LEED Silver standards: the Emergency Services
Building, Fitzelle Hall, the Health Center, Huntington Hall,
Red Dragon Outftters, and the Welcome Center.
The College’s latest commitment to renewable energy
sources/energy conservation is through the newly created
New York Higher Education Large Scale Renewable
Energy (NYHELSRE) consortium of public and private
higher education institutions across the state. Oneonta has
committed to purchase 18,599 megawatt hours of electricity
(75 percent of its annual energy use) from new-build solar
and wind systems; in return, the College receives Renewable
Energy Credits used to ofset carbon emissions.

building is all-electric to facilitate the transition to zero-netcarbon operation.
Huntington Hall reopened last fall after a signifcant rehab.
Energy Manager Patrick Ryan says its energy-saving
features include new windows and insulation; energy
recovery ventilators; and LED lighting with hallway lights
controlled by a building management system and reduced
50 percent at night.
The Ford Hall renovation (starting in May 2023) will include
many of the same improvements, Ryan says, along with
others like variable refrigerant fow air conditioning and
an innovative domestic hot water system that uses solar
thermal as the primary heating source with geothermal heat
pumps as backup.

Impressive recognitions
Oneonta’s honors in addition to the LEED Gold:
•a REV Campus Challenge Leader Badge from
the New York State Energy Research and Development
Authority (2020)
•an American Association of State Colleges and
Universities Excellence and Innovation Award (2018)
•a Sustainability Tracking, Assessment & Rating System
rating from the Association for the Advancement of
Sustainability in Higher Education (2018)
•recognition by the Arbor Day Foundation’s Tree Campus
USA program (2016, 2018)
For more on Oneonta’s sustainability eforts, visit
suny.oneonta.edu/sustainability. To view the College’s
Sustainability Master Plan, visit suny.oneonta.edu/
sustainability/initiatives-resources/policies-plans.

“Joining this group gives SUNY Oneonta an edge as a
leader in higher education sustainability,” Kornhauser says.
“We will be able to mitigate climate change in a measurable
way, support the state’s requirements for climate law, and
promote the SUNY Chancellor’s renewable energy goals.”
Students, faculty, and staf can participate in internships,
seminars, webinars, lectures, and workshops, and faculty can
conduct research with the developer.
The new Emergency Services Building is a shining example
of campus energy conservation with its energy recovery
ventilator that preheats incoming ventilation air with warm
exhaust air; energy-efcient LED lighting; and a variable
refrigerant fow HVAC system for heating and cooling. The

SUNY Oneonta students, planting a tree
along a riparian bufer zone
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Beyond the Pillars

SHOW YOUR
PRIDE
Leave your legacy with a brick
in the Alumni Brick Garden

CHU OR/ SAULE
THE FOf~ElJEH

66

ALBUE
JF 2014

find out more at
ONEONTAALUMNI.COM/BRICKGARDEN
1943
Josephine Rymut Zysk, age 99, says she has good memories
of Oneonta: “My four years were the best.”

1948
Shirley Deitz Longstreet has seven great-grandchildrenthree boys, four girls-ages 3 to 20. All of the girls are honor
students, and one boy is an honor student who plans to enter
an ROTC program.

1935
Delila Reynolds Walter, age 106, dubbed the “Queen of
Warren Center” (a nursing home in Queensbury, N.Y.),
tested positive for COVID-19 but is doing well. The PostStar published a feature story about Walter’s time at Warren
Center and recollections of her life on Feb. 22, 2021.

1939
Betty Allen Spadaro celebrated her 102nd birthday in
September 2020 on Glen Lake with a boat parade. At the
end of the cruise, a large boat was seen displaying “Happy
Birthday, Betty, Glen Lake loves you.”
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1951
Betty Davis Heck, age 92, is retired and living in the
Terrace of Woodland assisted living facility in Rome, N.Y.
Her husband, Charles Heck ’57, passed away in July 2018.
Betty has a deep afection for Oneonta. Her mother, Mary C.
Ellison, graduated from Oneonta Normal School in 1916.

1953
Marilyn Pattengill Lent lives in Sarasota, Fla., and says she
misses Oneonta’s beautiful hills.

1954

1962

Beatrice Reagan Rohrmeier’s granddaughter Krista was
married in a scaled-down but lovely weekend wedding in
Vermont.

George Raneri has been appointed to
a second term as secretary for the New
York Community College Trustees,
a nonproft consortium that works to
strengthen the efectiveness of the
state’s community college governing
boards in the development and
implementation of public policy.

1955
Barbara Faulkner Aldrich has fve great-grandchildren
living near her home in Milford Center, Ohio.
G. Shirley Smith Kratoville is a retired teacher with three
children and three grandchildren.

1956
Ann Gehron McCarthy is staying close to home in Clinton,
N.Y., with family nearby.

1957
Rosemary Arcuri Bumbalo is keeping safe in Southern
California.

1959
Margaret Ghiosso McGough is “greatgrandNini” to three,
with a fourth great-grandchild due in May.

Paul Ryan is enjoying retirement with his seven
grandchildren.

1965
A documentary about renowned folk artist Henry Glassie
was presented at Glimmerglass Film Days Nov. 8-10, 2020.

1970
The Rev. Robert Gram
authored Christ and
COVID-19: Meditations for
Peace in Times of Turmoil
(Monkfsh Book Publishing
Co., 2020). One of the
frst books to address the
pandemic, it has received
many positive reviews.

A Lasting Legacy

Legacy families are those in which family members—parents, grandparents,
aunts, uncles, siblings, or cousins—attend or attended SUNY Oneonta.
We are proud and appreciative of the many generations of alumni who have made
their family part of our large SUNY Oneonta family.
Are you a member of a Legacy Family? We would love to hear from you!
Please complete our Legacy Family form at oneontaalumni.com/legacy.
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1970

1972

Donald Korman recently joined
MediationWorks as its newest
mediator and arbitrator. He is a
Florida Supreme Court Certifed
Circuit Court mediator and has been
a litigator and trial lawyer in the state
of Florida for more than 40 years.

Matthew Siegel celebrated 40 years as host of Matty in the
Morning on Boston’s WXKS (Kiss 108) in January 2021. The
station kicked of the celebration with 40 hours of highlights
from Siegel’s legendary career. Well-wishes came from Billie
Eilish, Selena Gomez, David “Big Papi” Ortiz, Ryan Seacrest,
and Gwen Stefani, among other celebrities. Boston Mayor
Marty Walsh proclaimed Tuesday, Jan. 12, 2021, as “Matty in
the Morning Day” in Boston, and Gov. Charlie Baker issued a
citation in recognition of Siegel’s dedication to entertaining
and supporting the city of Boston.

1971
Ann McShane Costello was a longtime teacher in several
New York schools and now resides in Cold Spring, N.Y.

1973

Christine Hinek Mottl has retired from ministry as an
Episcopal priest and moved to Laramie, Wyo., to be near her
daughter, son-in-law, and two grandchildren.

Ralph Perez has spent 46 years coaching soccer for Major
League Soccer, NCAA, and U.S. national teams. For the last
15 years, he has been coaching at the University of Redlands.

Gary Tutty, Alumni of Distinction
honoree, published his second novel,
The Discovery of the Secret Gospel of
the Rich and Powerful: The Gospel of
Saint Avarice (Outskirts Press, 2020).
His frst was The Sins of Father Riley
(Outskirts Press, 2018).

Craf
Legacy
YOUR

1974
Eileen Kane-Gemmell and her husband, Jim, have been
married for 47 years. She is a home care RDN and certifed
diabetes care and education specialist. She is a board
member of the Long Island Academy of Nutrition and
Dietetics.

James Ajello ’75, a member of the College Foundation Board, joined our Grow. Thrive. Live.
capital campaign with an outright gift to his endowed James and Mary Susan Ajello
Internship Fund and a planned gift to the Unrestricted Endowment. By making the College
an IRA benefciary using our legal name, The State University College at Oneonta Foundation
Corporation, Ajello maintained the fexibility and tax advantages of a charitable benefciary. A
planned gift to the Unrestricted Endowment, which can be applied where need and
opportunity are greatest, is one of the most impactful gifts you can make. The largest
expenditures from the Unrestricted Endowment are scholarships, student faculty research,
internships, and faculty development—all of which are priority needs of the College.

RETIREMENT PLAN
BENEFICIARIES
ALLOW YOU TO
RETAIN FLEXIBILITY
“At SUNY Oneonta, I learned to be a lifelong learner and to appreciate the full value of a
AND CONTROL
liberal arts education. Oneonta taught me the importance and practice of critical thinking. I
created a strong network of friends and colleagues that has lasted over 40 years. The
campaign is the best way we can support the mission and values of the school. Current
funding will help the entire school now, and a planned gift can 'future-proof' the long-term
success and standing of the institution.”
—Jim Ajello ’75
G I V E B A C K T O S U N Y O N E O N TA F O R W H AT T H E C O L L E G E H A S M E A N T T O YO U

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

PLANNED GIVING
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Jill Mirabito, Director of Gift Planning
308 Netzer Administration Building
SUNY Oneonta | Oneonta, NY 13820
607-436-3107
Phone: (607)
436-3107
Email: Jill.Mirabito@oneonta.edu
Jill.Mirabito@oneonta.edu
oneonta.edu/giftplans.org

Dr. Reginald Knight, an Alumni of
Distinction honoree, has been appointed
senior vice president and chief physician
executive for Bassett Healthcare Network.

Karen Larson Koeppel, after 35 years of teaching and
leadership roles, retired in 2013 and is enjoying spending
time with her three daughters and six grandchildren, as well
as her Sigma Gamma Phi (Arethusa) sisters.
Donna Bottalico Lennane was a guest speaker in a Zoom
meeting with the Education Club.

expanded his company to 60 full-time employees. Soeder
lives with his wife, Anne, in Mystic, Conn. He remains busy
through his involvement with the Mystic Aquarium, Mystic
Seaport Museum, Mystic and Noank Library, U.S. Coast
Guard Academy Sponsor Family Program, and U.S. Coast
Guard Auxiliary.

1980
Pamela Grabowski Gay is enjoying retirement and
homeschooling her two granddaughters twice a week.

1980s

Chester Zygmunt is retired and enjoys playing golf at least
once a week.

1975
Constance Mancini Hoyer has three children and four
grandchildren. She says they spend much time together and
enjoy life and all their blessings.

1977
Kenneth Countess and Vicky Countess have been married
33 years and welcomed their frst grandson in late 2019.
Living near Orlando, Fla., Countess has been a marketing
coach for the last 20 years, teaching businesses how to
grow their sales with digital marketing. He earned Constant
Contact’s coveted Top Trainer award in 2020—his second
time in the last three years.
Virginia Kendrick-Bowser has “permanently moved to a
retirement hobby farm.”
Gayle Rosenberg retired after 40 years at the Rockland
County Department of Social Services.

1979
Patricia Saul Quilliam is retired from the New York City
Department of Education and loving life in coastal North
Carolina.
Keith Ruede retired after working at several Vermont
hospitals for more than 35 years. He enjoys biking and skiing
as much as the weather permits.
Kenneth Soeder, an Alumni of
Distinction honoree, retired in
December 2020 after nearly 40 years
in the water resource management
industry. Over the course of his career,
he was granted two U.S. patents and
presented 15 peer-reviewed technical
papers to industry colleagues. He also

In December 2020, theatre alumni gathered virtually for the
39th annual Snowfake. Pictured are Carolyn Patierno ’82,
Dana Kuznetzkof ’83, Dave Feldman ’82, Lenny Grossman
’83, Nelson Donald ’84, Stephen McCabe ’84, Randi Fox
Slusky ’83, Colby Thomas ’84, Nancy Robillar ’84, Amy
Rubinger ’83, Stuart Chalin ’86, Katie Darcy Mulligan ’83,
David Polinchock ’81, Lisa LoCurto ’83, Jim Whiteman ’83,
Trish Curran Whiteman ’86, Donna Broncatello Rocks ’81,
Neil Fishman ’83, Michael Muldoon ’83, Joe Leo, Andrea
Blank Brenner ’82, Joanne Murray ’83, Heidi ShulmanCohen ’81, Lila Stromer ’81, Cindy Flood Jacobsen ’84,
Jacki Goldhammer ’82, Richie Keitel ’83, Margaret
Healy ’82, and Michael Naishtut ’83.

1985
Eugene Preudhomme and his wife, Gilen Chan, launched
the Retire There Podcast with Gil and Gene in November
2020. In each episode, they chat with a retiree who describes
life in their adopted city. The podcast is available at
retirethere.com and from Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Google
Podcasts, and wherever podcasts are found.
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1987

1998

Frank Fanshawe joined Lippes Mathias as a partner in the
law frm’s Albany ofce in December 2020, with a practice
focused on government relations, health care law, and
privacy and data security. He previously served as a senior
advisor to the New York State Senate Health Committee
chair on legislative and public policy issues in connection
with New York’s deregulation of the hospital payment
methodology system (Health Care Reform Act) and other
major health care initiatives.

Lisa Corbin, assistant professor
of counseling programs at the
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic
Medicine, received the David W. Hall
Advocacy Award from the Pennsylvania
Counseling Association in October
2020. The award recognizes a professional in the feld of
counseling who has gone above and beyond to advocate
on behalf of the counseling profession and marginalized
communities within the state of Pennsylvania.

Patrice Hallock, former dean of health professions and
education at Utica College, is founding director of the
Institute for the Study of Integrative Healthcare, resulting
from Utica College's largest endowment gift to date.
Kevin Kenney was employed as a master arborist with
Bartlett Tree Experts for 30 years.

1988
David Dini retired from Cisco Systems in October 2020.
Miriam Sharick hasn’t enjoyed teaching lab science through
the pandemic, but she does enjoy being a grandmother and
looks forward to returning to in-person instruction.

1989

2005
James Battaglia, a reclaimed wood craftsman, owns
Sandtown Furniture Co. in Baltimore. He was featured last
year in The Washington Post and The Baltimore Sun.

2008
Robert Agostinoni has been promoted to vice president
of commercial lending and business development for the
Bank of Greene County. He has worked at the bank for more
than 15 years in positions of increased responsibility in both
residential and commercial lending. He also serves on the
Greene County Chamber of Commerce board.
Heather Juhasz gave birth to her fourth
child, Harper Rose Juhasz, on June 8,
2020.

Robert Gilman was selected as one of Crain’s New York’s
Notables in Real Estate for 2021. The award honors real
estate executives who have signifcantly impacted the
New York City real estate industry and celebrates their
professional, civic, and philanthropic achievements.
Kim Stori Stote recently became dean of the School of
Nursing and Allied Health at SUNY Empire State College.

1995
Shelly Calabrese was recently named executive director of
The Women’s Institute at Russell Sage College.

1997
Karen Brandt Brown became Oswego County’s frst female
court judge and the frst in the Fifth Judicial District’s sixcounty region.

Sadaka Kitonyi and Larry Lowe ’93 founded the Caring
Chef & Community Cops initiative to bring meals to 20
families for the Thanksgiving holiday. Kitonyi is an ofcer
with the Albany Police Department; Lowe is dining service
director of Unidine.

2009
Jason Pomeroy started a new position as director of
leadership annual development for Smile Train in December
2020.

2010
Peter Hofnga, U.S. Marine Corps captain and Lima
Company commander at Camp Lejeune, assisted hospital
ship USNS Comfort, docked in New York City in 2020.
Marcela Micucci has been named director of the Greater
Oneonta Historical Society.
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To make a recurring gift, visit oneontaalumni.com/recurring.

2011

Sean Daly, a 30 Under 30 honoree, was selected by the SUNY
Athletic Conference (SUNYAC) for the men’s track and feld
All-Decade Team. Also selected were Fred Romer ’10, Sean
Wren ’12, Sean Berstein ’13, Rob Farrell ’15, J.D. Roth ’15,
Patrick Weinert ’15, Jake Alviene ’16, Joe Carr ’16, and
Tyler O’Bryant ’19.
Christine O’Dea Kopacz defended her dissertation in
December 2020. She will graduate with a doctorate in
education from the University of Georgia in May 2021.
Tyson Robb and Shane Digan ’19
presented a virtual webinar, Solid
Waste, Recycling & Composting—
How Our Counties Are Working
to Reduce Carbon, hosted by
the Delaware-Otsego Audubon
Society.

Noel Woodruf Frisch and Barry Frisch ’12
welcomed daughter Colette Jo in October
2020.

2014
Louie Malpeli and Okan Kazdal ’18 are professional
musicians on the Better Noise Records label. They started
their band, Nevrlands, during their time at Oneonta. And
they credit music department professors Anthony Scafde
and Joseph Pignato and guitar instructor Mark Pawkett with
helping them learn the music business.
Alexander Miller was named to the SUNYAC men’s
swimming and diving All-Decade Team.

2012

2017

Thomas Fezza is recipient of the D. Elmo Hardy Student
Assistance Endowment to pursue his doctoral degree in
entomology at the University of Hawaii at Manoa.

Anthony Lupia was named to the SUNYAC cross country
All-Decade Team.

Laura Knapp Frink and Chris
Frink ’13 welcomed twin boys Luke
and Benjamin on Oct. 2, 2020.

Anne Miner Hilborn and Mary Taibi participated in the
Virtual Poetry Café hosted by the SUNY Oneonta Poetry
Slam Association.

2013
Danielle Browarski Burns was named to the SUNYAC
women’s tennis All-Decade Team.

James McElroy was named to the SUNYAC men’s basketball
All-Decade Team.
Lyteshia Price was named to the SUNYAC women’s
basketball All-Decade Team.

2018
Taylor DeMarco is a graduate student at Oneonta working
on a master’s degree with plans to graduate in May 2022,
while also working full time as an Algebra II instructor.

2020
Ethan McDonald was named to the SUNYAC cross country
All-Decade Team.
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In Memoriam
Marfsa Morrone Lombard ’42, Jan.
24, 2021. She was 99 and a proud
Oneonta graduate. She was part of the
frst graduating class to be awarded a
bachelor’s degree in education.
Emily Rothmeyer Van Horne ’45, Nov.
23, 2020. She was an elementary school
teacher in the Canajoharie, Fonda, and
Amsterdam, N.Y., school districts for
nearly 20 years.
Dorothy Krupa ’49, Jan. 3, 2021. She
was a teacher at General Herkimer
Elementary School and touched many
lives throughout her career.
Regina Zarkowski Sherlock ’49,
Oct. 26, 2020. She taught elementary
school on Long Island but spent most
of her life in the Syracuse area. She
volunteered as a literacy teacher for
Community General Hospital and St.
Joseph’s Church; worked in real estate,
retail sales, and assistant teaching; and
helped run the family business, The
Trophy Shop.
Clara Aardsma Drewry ’51, Nov. 7,
2020. She taught in public schools,
but mostly was a loving stay-at-home
mom to her children. She and her late
husband, the Rev. Robert Drewry, were
married for 68 years. She sang alto and
played the trumpet with him.
Doris Wilson Johns ’51, Oct. 25,
2020. After she and her husband, Don,
married, the couple settled in Scotia,
N.Y., and then Burnt Hills, N.Y., where
she began teaching. Later, they moved
to Utica, N.Y., to start a family. After
raising four children, she returned to
teaching as a substitute in the Utica
School District and then once again
began teaching full time at General
Herkimer Elementary School in Utica.
Janet Wells Clark ’53, Dec. 12, 2020.
She taught elementary school in
Amsterdam, N.Y., for several years
before becoming a guidance counselor
for the Canajoharie Central School
System, retiring in 1988.
Ruth Aardsma Denny ’53, Jan. 25,
2021. She taught kindergarten, special
education, and remedial reading at
schools in Oneonta and Portlandville,
and at Milford Central School.
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Joan Bennett Dobricki ’54, Nov. 2,
2020. She was a member of the Sigma
Gamma Phi (Arethusa) sorority and
taught grammar school for several
years before starting her family. She
also worked at the Dobricki Insurance
Agency in Syracuse, N.Y., the business
owned by her late husband, Raymond.
Lois Roberts Jacobsen ’55, Nov. 17,
2020. She taught elementary school
at New Berlin Central School in New
Berlin, N.Y., until her retirement. She
and her late husband, Clair, then
created and operated Cee Jay Golf
Course. They were married for 50 years
until his passing in November 2004.
Grace McManus Hofman ’56, Jan.
5, 2021. Her eldest daughter, Susan
Hofman Curry ’80, and son-in-law,
Brian J Curry ’79, are both Oneonta
graduates. Prior to her retirement,
Hofman taught elementary school
in Great Neck, N.Y., for the South
Orangetown School District, and at St.
Catharine’s School in Blauvelt, N.Y.
Patrick Foti ’57, Feb. 15, 2021. His
long career in education began as a
teacher in the Niskayuna and Burnt
Hills-Ballston Lake school districts.
He continued as a guidance counselor
at Columbia High School in East
Greenbush, N.Y., and then spent
30 years in various administrative
positions at the University at Albany.
Edna Kattau Kimm ’57, May 28, 2019.
Patrick Longo ’60, Nov. 16, 2020. He
retired from New York State United
Teachers, where he was director of
retirement services. Longo previously
was director of the Greater Capital
Region Teacher’s Center and a teacher
in the South Colonie Central School
District. He was president of the South
Colonie Teacher’s Association and, as
an organizer, helped establish labor
unions in several countries.
Frederick Kuhn ’61, Dec. 27, 2020.
He taught in the Grand Island School
System for 35 years before retiring
in 1996. He was also a supervisor
of student teachers in elementary
education at the University at Bufalo
and a director at the Park School
Summer Camp.
Nancy Davin Dittmann ’62, Dec. 22,
2020. She taught at numerous schools,
fnishing her teaching career at St.
Joseph’s Catholic School in Kingston,
N.Y.

Janet Ferguson Hastings ’62, March
28, 2020. She was a teacher and also
worked for the Virginia Employment
Commission.
Judy Silverman Honig ’62, Nov. 10,
2020. Honig taught frst grade for 29
years at Hebrew Academy of Long
Beach in Cedarhurst, N.Y. She and
her husband, Jerry Honig ’62, were
married 58 years.
William Leiblein ’62, June, 22, 2012.
Stanley Malecki ’62, Dec. 3, 2020.
He taught for 35 years in the Glens
Falls City School District and was an
educator at the Chapman Museum and
Slate Valley Museum.
Ann Aussiker Ramsey ’63, Nov. 27,
2020.
Joseph Wallach ’63, 2017. He
was principal of J.L. Wallach
Geoscience Inc. and taught geology
at the University of Ottawa. Prior to
establishing his own consulting frm,
he worked for the Ontario Atomic
Energy Control Board, where one of
his principal accomplishments was the
establishment of a multidisciplinary
geo-scientifc program designed
to address earthquake risks in the
immediate area of two nuclear power
plants.
Katharine Glynn Marx ’64, Jan. 21,
2021. She was a longtime elementary
school teacher in the Islip School
District and an avid gardener, reader,
dog walker, and traveler.
Judith Turney Schmidt ’64, Jan.
23, 2021. She taught grade school in
Poughkeepsie, N.Y., in Maryland, and
for the Corinth Central School District
in Corinth, N.Y. In her later years, she
operated an antique rug company with
her husband, Wallace Schmidt.
Edith Krager Tyler ’64, Nov. 5, 2020.
She taught fourth grade at C.R. Weeks
Elementary School in Windsor, N.Y.,
before becoming a stay-at-home mom
after the birth of her daughter. Tyler
later worked as a substitute teacher for
the Deposit Central School District in
Deposit, N.Y.
Karen Napier Windham ’64, Dec.
1, 2020. She taught second grade for
10 years at Lincoln-Titus Elementary
School in Crompond, N.Y., before she
and her husband, Carter Windham,
moved to Pittsburgh and she took time

to raise their family. She later returned
to teaching, at ARK Preschool in
Harrison City, Pa., where she stayed for
25 years before retiring.

Dawn Maddox ’70, Oct. 18, 2019. She
retired as the deputy state historic
preservation ofcer at the Connecticut
Historical Commission in 2017.

his vision, the LSU Museum of Art
now owns the largest collection of
silverware made in New Orleans in the
19th century.

Betty Louise Geiger McNally ’65,
Oct. 29, 2020. While raising three
daughters, she attended summer
school at SUNY Oneonta, earning a
bachelor’s degree as well as an R.N.
degree. She became a beloved school
nurse/teacher in the Port Washington
Union Free School District in Port
Washington, N.Y. Travel was a passion
for the whole family; while the girls
were young, they traveled extensively
throughout the United States, Canada,
Mexico, and the Caribbean. Later in
life, as active golfers, McNally and her
husband, Charlie, played many courses
worldwide.

Patricia Mahoney Drawec ’71, Dec. 29,
2020. She was a reading specialist and
taught in the Lee Public School System
until her retirement in 2004.

Janice Lauria Chin ’73, Jan. 22, 2015.
She spent many years as a teacher for
Little Village in Bellmore, N.Y.

Frances Pavuk O’Connell ’65, Sept.
18, 2020. She began her long teaching
career in the East Ramapo School
District in Spring Valley, N.Y., and
later taught ffth grade at Cottage
Lane School in the South Orangetown
School District in Blauvelt, N.Y. After
retiring in 2002, she continued to help
others as a volunteer with People to
People in Nanuet, N.Y.
Ronald Newell ’67, Jan. 15, 2021.
Newell had a long career practicing
law. He spent his recent years traveling,
visiting grandchildren, or hosting them
at the family cabin on Lake George in
Upstate New York.
James Yantsos ’68, Oct. 31, 2020. He
served in the U.S. Army from 1959-65
and went on to earn a master’s degree
in education at SUNY Oneonta.
Yantsos was a longtime teacher at
Fleetwood Elementary School in
Spring Valley, N.Y. One of his great
joys for many years was acting and
directing at community theatres like
Antrim Playhouse in Sufern, N.Y., and
Elmwood Playhouse in Nyack, N.Y.
James O’Donnell ’69, Dec. 22, 2020.
He was a resident of Cobleskill, N.Y.,
for 35 years and worked for the Grand
Union Corp. for most of his career.
During his retirement, he developed
a passion for writing and wrote nearly
every day.
Jack Hellman ’70, Feb. 8, 2021. He
taught for 30 years in the Warrensburg
Central School District in Warrensburg,
N.Y. He was deeply dedicated to his
community and was the frst individual
to serve as president of both Jewish
congregations in Glens Falls, N.Y.

Gayle McAllister ’71, July 31, 2015. She
was a resident of Kaufman, Texas, at
the time of her passing.
Grace McQuade Wilkie ’71, March 29,
2020. She was a member of the Sigma
Gamma Phi (Arethusa) sorority. She
taught mathematics for 35 years in
District 3, Montrose, N.Y. After retiring,
Wilkie continued her professional
service as a member of the New York
Teachers Subject Area Committee
and president of the New York State
Council of Educational Associations.
John Compton ’72, Oct. 21, 2020.
Compton was an ofcer at Hutchinson
Correctional Facility in Hutchinson,
Kan., for more than 30 years before
retiring in 2010.
Guillermo (Bill) Ortega ’72, Nov.
20, 2020, Ortega was a proud Cuban
immigrant and lifelong educator. He
played soccer as an undergraduate
at SUNY Oneonta and later earned a
master’s degree in education, which
led him to a 33-year career teaching
Spanish at Roslyn High School in
Roslyn Heights, N.Y. Ortega had a
passion for soccer, music, coaching,
teaching, and his family. He attended
the Woodstock Music Festival in 1969,
a highlight of his life that spawned
many stories he loved to tell.
Michelle Abels ’73, July 1, 2015. She
was a retired middle school reading
teacher for the Cornwall Central School
District in Cornwall-on-Hudson, N.Y.
While Abels loved to cook and garden,
her greatest passion was being a wife
and mother.
Henry Bacot ’73, Oct. 10, 2020.
Passionate about teaching, he was
a professor emeritus at Louisiana
State University (LSU). Bacot began
his career as curator of the AngloAmerican Art Museum (now the LSU
Museum of Art) and an instructor
in art history. He formed important
collections of Louisiana paintings,
including the largest holdings of the
opaque watercolors of Adrien Persac,
one of Louisiana's most signifcant
artists of the 19th century. Thanks to

Allen Clowe ’73, Oct. 9, 2019. He
worked in the Corning-Painted Post
School District for more than 38 years,
primarily at Northside Blodgett Middle
School as a seventh-grade social
studies teacher. He retired in 2014.
Bruce Delfni ’73, Sept. 16, 2016. He
was a professor of history and social
science at Rockland Community
College in Ramapo, N.Y., and also
taught at Dominican College and St.
Thomas Aquinas College.
Vivian Fulton ’73, June 22, 2017.
She worked for Procter & Gamble in
Norwich, N.Y., for many years until
retiring. She also partnered with her
husband in the operation of Rhodie
Hill Farm, where they raised llamas.
Irwin Goodman ’73, March 25, 2015. A
career federal employee with the Social
Security Administration, Goodman
worked in feld ofces in the New York
area and at agency headquarters in
Baltimore. He was passionate about
sports, politics, casino gambling, and
the stock market. Upon his retirement
in 2001, he moved to Las Vegas.
Wolfgang Hammer ’73, Feb. 15,
2013. He was a star basketball player
at Saratoga High School and SPA
Catholic High Shool in Saratoga
Springs, N.Y., and later at Adirondack
Community College before continuing
his education at SUNY Oneonta and
earning a bachelor’s degee in business
administration. Throughout his life,
Hammer focused on fghting for the
rights and benefts of workers. He was
a union organizer, became a regional
director of the Job Corps, and later was
elected business manager of Local 471
of UNITE HERE and vice president of
the UNITE HERE International Union.
Marie Hawley ’73, Jan. 29, 2012. She
was known for her many years as a
school nurse/teacher at Charlotte
Valley Central School in Davenport,
N.Y. It was a role she expanded to
include career guidance, teaching
students that a strong work ethic
and good education are the basic
foundations of learning.
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Barbara Duell Hewitt ’73, Jan. 13,
2021. She embraced working on her
picturesque farm, where she bred and
raised Morgan horses and joyfully
raised her children.

2000, he worked for the Association of
State Colleges and Universities as well
as the American Speech-LanguageHearing Association before retiring to
Williamsburg, Va., in 2000.

Susan Borden Landon ’73, Nov.
23, 2020. Landon spent many years
teaching before becoming an ordained
minister with the Institute for Spiritual
Development. She co-founded
Oneonta’s Institute for Spiritual
Development.

Michael Martell ’75, June 21, 2020.

Sara Elfenbein Reis ’73, July 9, 2014.
The executive director at Temple
Emanuel and former administrator of
Congregation Beth Shalom, she served
as Rebbetzin at Congregation Beth
Israel in Flint, Mich., and at various
other synagogues during her life.
William Byrnes ’74, July 26, 2016. He
was an entrepreneur and successfully
owned and operated several
businesses. He started what became his
fnest business achievement, Floratine
Products Group, in 1990.
Barbara Melita ’74, March 14, 2013. She
was an administrative secretary and
biology teacher in the JefersonvilleYoungsville Central School District
in Jefersonville, N.Y., before
becoming registrar of Sullivan County
Community College. She retired from
SCCC in 1991.
Christine Nassen ’74, May 13, 2015.
She taught at Fort Plain Central School
in Fort Plain, N.Y., from 1974 until her
retirement in 2007.
Robert G. Weaver ’74, Jan. 1, 2019.
For the last 15 years before his passing,
Weaver worked for the Otsego County
Soil and Water Conservation District,
assisting landowners throughout
Otsego County. He operated Gray
Gables Farm for many years.
John Harbour ’75, Oct. 17, 2020. After
graduating from SUNY Oneonta with
a master’s degree in history museum
studies, Harbour was director of
Grant’s Tomb in New York City. During
his long career, he was director of
interpretation at Old Bethpage Village
Restoration in Old Bethpage, N.Y.;
director of Old World Wisconsin in
Eagle, Wis., and numerous historical
sites throughout the state; and resident
director of the Mount Vernon Estate
in Mount Vernon, Va., where he
managed the administration of George
Washington’s estate. From 1987 to
38
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Stephen Ricci ’75, November 2020.
After graduating from SUNY Oneonta
and then earning a master’s degree
in education and special education
at Columbia College, Ricci joined
the New York City Department of
Correction. He later moved to the
Department’s Correction Academy
to develop what was heralded as the
best academy in the country. He was a
champion for fair treatment of inmates
and developed a passion for law. He
furthered his education by completing
a law degree at New York Law and was
later promoted to captain and assistant
commissioner of trials and litigation.
He held many leadership positions,
including president of the New York
City Correction Guardians Legal
Association. He later relocated to the
Atlanta area, where he continued to
practice law.
Timothy Selby ’75, Dec. 21, 2020. He
worked as a social worker and social
work supervisor at Parsons Child
and Family Center in Albany, N.Y., for
30 years before retiring in 2014. He
coached basketball and baseball for
many years.
William Knipscher ’76, Nov. 11, 2017.
Paul Schneider ’76, Dec. 6, 2020.
He was an independent historical
researcher.
Sharon Colandrea Fortenberry ’77,
Nov. 1, 2020. Fortenberry was
controller/ofce manager for her
brother’s Colandrea Buick-GMC and
Sunshine Lincoln Ford dealerships over
a span of 37 years. She was passionate
about her work and pursued perfection
as an everyday goal.
Burton Gorton ’78, Feb. 9, 2021.
After retiring from the U.S. Navy
as a journalist senior chief in 1976,
he received his degree from SUNY
Oneonta and spent the next 15 years
working with adults with Down
syndrome.
Rory Klein ’78, Nov. 25, 2020. He
is remembered as a dear friend and
warm, friendly, and humorous. Klein
was president of Delta Phi Kappa from
1977-78.

Ronald Danner ’79, Oct. 30, 2020.
Donald O’Connor ’79, Nov. 13, 2020.
He spent his career in publishing,
most recently as a national account
manager for Macmillan Publishers.
He previously worked for Routledge
Publishing and International
Thompson Publishing. An English
major, he was also a gifted writer.
Thomas Gray ’83, Dec. 8, 2020. After
serving as a medic in the U.S. Navy, he
taught English as a second language
for several years in Japan.
Paula Rumbold ’83, Oct. 26, 2020.
Rumbold retired from Trinity Lutheran
School in Oshkosh, Wis., after
teaching for more than 40 years. After
retirement, she continued as a church
organist and choir director.
Robert O’Brien ’84, Oct. 20, 2020.
Born in Hartford, Conn., he was
raised in Tokyo and Guam. O’Brien
was an entrepreneur and owned
several businesses, most recently
the Good Life Tea shop in downtown
Canandaigua, N.Y. He had been active
in politics for many years and served
as a member of the Canandaigua City
Council.
Cathy Powers Vanina ’84, Feb. 11,
2021. A beloved wife and proud mother,
she enjoyed a successful 24-year
teaching career at St. Mary’s School in
Waterford, N.Y.; Tamarac Elementary
School in Holtsville, N.Y.; and the
Guilderland and Niskayuna school
districts.
Jim Johnston ’85, June 25, 2020. He
worked for Booz Allen Hamilton Inc.
for 17 years.
Marilynn Conway Dolan ’88, June 15,
2020. Dolan was a registered nurse for
Hackensack University Medical Center
in Hackensack, N.J., until 2014.
Colleen Seeber ’88, Dec. 12, 2020. She
loved science and was a passionate
educator, working as a teacher at
Mt. Markham High School in West
Winfeld, N.Y., for 22 years and the
Academy for the Arts, Science &
Technology in Myrtle Beach, S.C., for
14 years.
Desiree Mullen ’91, Nov. 22, 2020. In
1999, Mullen co-authored an article
that appeared in the Journal of
Biomaterials Science, Polymer Edition,
an accomplishment of which she was
very proud. Mullen was employed

by Regeneron Pharmaceutical Co. in
Tarrytown, N.Y., as a research associate
in the protein sciences division. She
continued her research in molecular
genetics at Albert Einstein College of
Medicine in Bronx, N.Y.
Beth Buhler-Gamache ’93, Jan. 1, 2021.
She spent most of her life in Saratoga
Springs, N.Y., before moving to Texas
in early 2019. In addition to earning
her undergraduate degree at SUNY
Oneonta, Buhler-Gamache attended La
Sorbonne in Paris.
Edward Cord ’95, Oct. 21, 2020. Cord
built a career in marine shipping,
logistics, and analysis. He loved
international cuisine and traveled often
with his family abroad, on road trips
throughout the United States, and to
visit relatives in Tennessee.
William (Jef) Weinell ’96, Oct. 28,
2020. Weinell was a jack-of-all-trades,
working in several occupations over
his lifetime. He was a lecturer at SUNY
Oneontaand also taught at DCMO
BOCES in Norwich, SherburneEarlville High School, and Oxford
Academy. He owned a machinist
company, CNJ Machines, in Sherburne,
N.Y.
Stephen Frondelli ’97, Aug. 25,
2017. He loved to hike the Catskill
Mountains, was an avid reader, painted,
and enjoyed work and playing board
games with his kids.
Sean Stumpf ’98, Sept. 28, 2013. He
worked for the Department of Defense
in Virginia.
Rolana Hobb ’00, Dec. 17, 2020. She
was a professor in the College’s human
ecology department.
Caitlin Kelley ’18, Jan. 8, 2021. At
the College, she studied for a career
in hospitality. She worked in the
restaurant industry for 14 years, which
nurtured her love of meeting new
people and making many friends.

Faculty & Friends
Paun Albu, Nov. 1, 2020. He was
employed at SUNY Oneonta in the
maintenance department, retiring in
2019.
Rivkah Feldman, Feb. 2, 2021. In the
1990s, she taught English at SUNY
Oneonta and SUNY Cobleskill.
Paul Gannon, Dec. 26, 2020. Gannon
worked in the College’s English
department for more than 50 years
before retiring in 2017.
Ernest Goodman, March 20, 2021. A
professor emeritus of political science,
he retired in 1991. He was born Ernst
Josef Guttmann in Breslau, Germany
(now Wroclaw, Poland). In 1939, at
age 14, he followed his older brother,
Henry, to the British Isles through the
Kindertransport, a nine-month rescue
efort of the British government that
saved some 10,000 children, most of
them Jewish, from Nazi Germany and
bordering countries. At 18, Goodman
joined the British Army. After being
severely wounded in 1944, he spent
several months in military hospitals.
While convalescing in London, he met
Elisabeth Oakley. In 1946, they married
(a bond lasting 75 years). After moving
their family to the United States in
the early 1950s, Goodman earned a
bachelor's degree at Hastings College
and a master’s degree and Ph.D. in
political science at the University of
Nebraska. When the SUNY System
expanded in 1963, the couple and their
two children relocated to Oneonta.
When the College began ofering
summer semesters in Germany in
1967, Goodman was asked to head the
program. At the same time, he began a
visiting professorship at the University
of Wuerzburg that would continue
through the ’70s and ’80s. In 2014,
SUNY Oneonta alumni and friends of
Goodman endowed a scholarship in
the College at Oneonta Foundation in
his name. Gifts in Goodman’s memory
for his scholarship may be sent to
the College at Oneonta Foundation,
308 Netzer Administration Building,
Oneonta, NY 13820 or may be made
online at www.oneonta.edu/give.

wading through old documents and
microflm. He also enjoyed researching
early Mormon history along the
Susquehanna River and in Nauvoo,
Ill., a historic city for members of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. As Oneonta branch president of
the Church, he led the construction of
the West Oneonta meetinghouse.
John Kelsey, June 4, 2015. He
retired from the College’s custodial
department and worked in Delhi Golf
Course’s Pro Shop.
Albert (Sam) Nader, Feb. 9, 2021, at
age 101. Nader was mayor of Oneonta
from 1961-69. His devotion to the
community was boundless, and he was
deeply motivated to make it better. He
was readily available to provide counsel
to and serve as a sounding board for
those who followed him in the city’s
top post. A passionate Yankees fan, he
loved to regale friends and strangers
about his associations with baseball
greats Joe DiMaggio, Mickey Mantle,
Don Mattingly, George Steinbrenner,
and Ted Williams. He received the
College at Oneonta Foundation’s
Distinguished Service Award and was
an honorary member of the Foundation
board. Memorial contributions in his
honor may be made to the College at
Oneonta Foundation for the Albert S.
and Alice H. Nader Scholarship Fund.
Charlotte Walker, Jan. 1, 2021. She
was a retired professor of English and
women’s studies at SUNY Oneonta.
Walker was pivotal in the development
of women’s and gender studies
and environmental literature at the
College, especially the John Burroughs
Conference.
Duane Wohlford, Dec. 9, 2020.
Wohlford was a professor in the
Department of Earth and Atmospheric
Sciences for 42 years. He was one of the
frst members of the department when
he joined SUNY Oneonta in 1964.

J. Taylor Hollist, Nov. 7, 2020. He was
a mathematics professor at the College
from 1966 until retiring in 2003. In
retirement, he pursued his interest
in history, joined several historical
societies, and found great pleasure in
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John ’68 & Carol Burkhart ’68
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Their Life’s Work Is Ensuring
Students Receive a Quality Education
For John ’68 and Carol
Burkhart ’68, helping others
pursue the rewards of a
quality education has been
a lifelong passion, from
decades spent as educators to,
more recently, their support
of Oneonta students in the
form of a scholarship in their
name and contributions to the
Student Emergency Fund.

John and Carol Burkhart outside
Lee Hall, where they frst met

Carol’s Oneonta education
shaped her abilities as an
instructor and mentor: “The
teachers I had at Oneonta
formed my goals and values
to understand what my
students would need to go
on in science.”

John and Carol were college
sweethearts, having met
at a Friday night dance at
Lee Hall in May of their
freshman year; they’ve been
married 52 years. Together,
they share four degrees from
Oneonta. Carol—a bachelor’s
in secondary education/
biology in 1968 and a master’s
in science education/biology
in 1973. John—a bachelor’s in
secondary education/social
studies in 1968 and a master’s in education in 1974, plus a
certifcate of advanced study in administration.

John taught 8th- and
11th-grade social studies
at St. Johnsville. During
30 years in the district,
before leaving in 1998 to
become superintendent
of the Andes Central
School District south of
Oneonta, he also was
the elementary school
principal and for one year
the interim superintendent.
He remained at Andes until
2003, when he retired. It
didn’t stick. A friend told
him about an opening at St.
Mary’s School in Oneonta; he was the school’s principal for
fve more years before retiring a second time, at age 65.

Legacies in education

No slowing down

Carol taught high school biology and was a junior high
science and health teacher for the St. Johnsville School
District in St. Johnsville, New York, from 1968 until
her retirement in 2001. “Teaching is a diferent kind of
occupation, where you’re watching this student grow, and
as they grow, they learn and begin to fnd a purpose,” she
says. “I remember writing recommendations for students
who went into medicine, got their doctorate in genetics and
DNA, became cancer doctors, and became doctors running
hospitals.”

The Burkharts are longtime volunteers. John was a
frefghter in St. Johnsville. Carol served on the College
at Oneonta Foundation board for eight years. Both are
Eucharistic ministers for St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church
in Oneonta.
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Carol is involved in the Oneonta chapter of Holy Sews,
which provides handmade infant burial clothing to hospitals
and funeral homes for grieving families experiencing earlyterm loss of their baby. “These women are so talented in

John and Carol Burkhart on campus in
their college days

making tiny outfts for these babies. And there is a demand,
unfortunately,” she says. “My job is to knit the little hats that
go on the babies. And these hats can be no bigger than what
a golf ball fts in.”

Scholarship supports science education
students
The John M. ’68 and Carol A. Burkhart ’68 Scholarship
is a renewable award to science education majors who
demonstrate a need for fnancial aid, contingent upon their
maintaining a GPA of 2.8 or higher.
“Giving back is a value we hold dear. This value allows us
to express our gratitude to those who helped us in the past
and at the same time help current students,” the couple
states. “We are very grateful to the College for the education
we received that prepared us for our rewarding careers. We
believe in deserving students and wish to support their
education so they, too, can achieve their dreams.”

Student Emergency Fund
Oneonta provides emergency aid to students experiencing
unforeseen fnancial hardships or emergency situations.
Since its establishment in 2018, the Student Emergency
Fund (SEF) has made 410 awards to 355 students totaling
$298,286.
John’s own life experiences were a driving force for the
Burkharts to contribute to the fund. “I could relate to
students who at one time or another would need extra help
in their lives,” he says. “I came from a family with a single
parent—my father. My mother passed away when I was 11.
The fall of my second year at Oneonta, my father passed
away. I have no brothers or sisters, so I was on my own.”

John qualifed for additional help from the Scholar Incentive
Program, a state initiative that provided free tuition for
students under a certain family income threshold who were
in fnancial distress. His aid package included a paid job in
the College’s audio/visual department; he showed movies in
classes and repaired projectors. “Because of the program, I
was able to remain in school. I’ve always remembered that,
and I look at the emergency fund as my chance to pay back
for all the help I received,” John says.
“Students sometimes struggle looking for their next meal,”
he says. “It was my hope that this fund could help them with
whatever needs they have to stay in school.”
“This fund has had a profound impact on our students’
ability to continue their studies, particularly during this
challenging time,” says Audrey Porsche, manager of
foundation and corporate programs. “Many of our students
have faced difcult situations due to their own or their
parents’ job losses, house fres that destroyed everything
they owned, medical emergencies that left them facing high
bills, death of family members, and other stressful events.
“We have been able to adopt best practices in implementing
and managing the Student Emergency Fund and have
demonstrated that SEF recipients have higher graduation
and retention rates than students who do not receive
emergency assistance.”
To contribute to the Student Emergency Fund, visit sef.suny.
edu/suny-oneonta/.
For information on how to establish a student scholarship,
visit www.oneonta.edu/growthrivelive.
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We are FIRED UP about the Day of Giving
In just 24 hours, over 600 Red Dragons contributed
over $270,000 to support the Fund for Oneonta, the
Student Emergency Fund, Access and Opportunity
Programs, Athletics, student scholarships and so
much more!
Thank YOU to all the SUNY Oneonta alumni,
employees, students, and friends who supported the
2021 Day of Giving. We are especially grateful to all
our challenge fund donors, Day of Giving
Ambassadors, and student callers.
Because of YOU, we are able to tip the scales and enhance
the educational experience for SUNY Oneonta students.
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