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From Netzer 301
My first opening message for Reflections is the
latest in a long list of firsts I’ve experienced
since stepping into my role as SUNY
Oneonta’s ninth president on Sept. 6. Even
before my first official day, I participated in
my first Pass Through the Pillars ceremony.
What a truly invigorating experience that
was! To see the excitement on the faces of new
students and to share in their anticipation
of a new journey was a thrilling moment. I’m
honored to join the thousands of Red Dragons
who have participated in this time-honored
tradition.

Alberto J.F. Cardelle
President
SUNY Oneonta

Meet-and-greet events throughout September
provided my first opportunity to meet the
college community in person. The pride in
being a Red Dragon was unmistakable from
every student and employee I spoke with.
Those conversations made it evident that this
community understands the value of public
education and the transformational role
that SUNY Oneonta plays in every student’s
future. These interactions energized me to
begin working with everyone to rebuild the
nurturing community that has made SUNY
Oneonta an amazing place to learn and work
for more than 130 years.
My first semester has been spent just like
that of our students — learning! I’ve attended
several events hosted by student clubs and
organizations, which is a powerful way to
learn about students’ priorities and passions.
The College’s four main divisions also
hosted teach-in sessions so the entire college
community could learn about the function
and management of departments within
each division. This was a valuable experience
that gave me a better understanding of the
practices that foster the strong culture of
success at SUNY Oneonta.
My first opportunity to interact with the
alumni community in person came under
unique circumstances — at the Class of 2020
graduation celebration Oct. 30, where we
welcomed over 300 graduates back to campus
for a long-overdue ceremony. After theirs
was canceled in May 2020, the College had
promised to host an in-person ceremony when
it was safe to do so. And while it took longer
than expected, it was an extraordinary day for
the entire college community. You can read
more about this event on p. 6. I’ve also had the
pleasure of meeting several alumni virtually at
Alumni Association and College Foundation
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From the Alumni Association
board meetings. I look forward to meeting
many more of you at upcoming alumni events,
especially Alumni Weekend, which you can
learn about on p. 14.
These opportunities to engage and learn
were all made possible by the hard work and
dedication of employees and students to
keep one another safe and healthy. We have
reached a student vaccination rate of over
96% and have maintained a robust testing
program. Both of these factors have helped
us successfully host in-person classes, events,
and activities and return to the engaging
collegiate experience that SUNY Oneonta is
known for. One of Acting President Dennis
Craig’s goals was to help the College emerge
from the pandemic stronger, smarter, and
more aware of its place in the hearts and
minds of those it serves. While we are not
yet free from the grips of the pandemic, we
are well on our way to reaching this goal. I’m
honored to play a role in contributing to the
institution’s continued strength and vitality.
My wife, Dr. Rachel Frick Cardelle, and I
have enjoyed exploring the city of Oneonta
and surrounding communities. Our first fall
in the City of the Hills did not disappoint. I
participated in the Pit Run, helped students in
a volunteer cleanup day on Main Street, and
attended my first Common Council meeting.
We are impressed by all the talented and kind
individuals we have met and are moved by the
warm welcome we have received, especially
from the community of the College’s friends,
donors, and alumni.
I am overjoyed to be part of the Red Dragon
family and look forward to all we will achieve
together in the years ahead.

So much has happened — both on and off campus
— since the last issue of Reflections. No matter
where you live and work, the COVID-19 pandemic
and its ramifications continue to test us. Yet,
despite it all, we have remained resilient and
have continued to progress in our personal and
professional lives. I am pleased to share with you
the ways your Alumni Association has adapted
to the challenges of the times and to fill you in on
important recent developments.
The Alumni Association Board of Directors
continues to meet regularly, thanks to Zoom
videoconferencing. The board’s five committees
— Board Leadership and Governance; Recent
Alumni, Student, Marketing, and Benefits; Affinity
Programs and Alumni Weekend; Finance; and
Audit — and the Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and
Access Task Force have been hard at work. We
recently elected Rebecca Capek ’11 to the Board
of Directors, which now has 18 members. All bring
their talents and perspectives to our discussions,
and we are thrilled to have so many passionate
and skilled alumni interested in serving the
Alumni Association.
On Oct. 30, 2021, SUNY Oneonta, in collaboration
with the Alumni Association, kept its promise
to host a graduation celebration for the Class
of 2020. The on-campus ceremony included
student performances and remarks from Alumni
Association board member Luke Sheridan ’20.
More information on the ceremony can be found
on p. 6.

our goal to create spaces for alumni to gather,
open the lines of communication, and support
continuing education for Alumni Association
board members. We are very pleased with the task
force’s progress over the last two years.
We look forward to Alumni Weekend 2022,
scheduled for June 10-12. I encourage everyone
to review the schedule and make plans to attend.
We have added several new programs to our old
favorites and hope this will be one of the largest
Alumni Weekends ever.
Alumni Association board members value our
alumni, and we invite you to become involved in
the association in any way you can. We also really
want to hear from you! Write us at
alumni@oneonta.edu to share your ideas and
updates and to let us know what matters to
you as a graduate. You can check us out at
oneontaalumni.com, as well as on Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, and LinkedIn. And you can
connect with other alumni on the Red Dragon
Network.
This summer, I was able to have a mini-reunion
with some 1970 graduates whom I hadn’t seen in
over 50 years. As I mentioned in the last issue of
Reflections, however you choose to get in touch,
I hope to meet you — virtually or in person —
sooner rather than later! See you in 2022!

Christine
Warnquist ’71
Alumni Association
President

On Feb. 22, the Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and
Access Task Force will host a training session,
Small Steps to an Inclusive You, for all Alumni
Association board members and committee
members. This is the first step in accomplishing
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Christian Trapani ’15

Across
THE QUAD

Virtual and Live Networking Programs
Connect Students With Alumni

Despite their different majors and career backgrounds,
alumni demonstrated the value of an Oneonta liberal arts
education throughout the fall semester.

percussion students how knowledge gained from theatre and
music industry classes at Oneonta has shaped her success.
She advised students to seek their own definition of success.

Scott Saltzman ’86 returned to campus in September to
speak to classes in Fashion Promotion and Fashion in the
Global Economy. While visiting, he attended the men’s soccer
game.

Goodrich to Broadway kicked off virtually Oct. 4, with alumni
panelists providing advice on careers in theatre, graduate
school, and learning from mistakes. Kyle Beckley ’08,
Aubrey Ellis ’12, Dave Feldman ’82, Donna Golden ’16, Dana
Kuznetzkoff ’83, Hal Luftig ’79, Alanna Maniscalco ’09, Neil
Mazzella ’73, Jamie Pitter ’15, Nancy Robillard ’83, Andrew
Tejada ’13, and Nikki van Jaarsveld ’09 shared their insights
with current Mask & Hammer students.

Professor William Vining ’81 hosted Bill Reiss ’84,
director of CMC Quality for Acrotech Biopharma LLC, in
late September. During his visit, Reiss spoke with general
chemistry students, had lunch with chemistry faculty, and
gave a presentation to seniors on successful résumés and
cover letters.
James McAteer ’08, vice president and client relationship
team manager for Capital Group Private Client Services,
kicked off virtual Backpacks to Briefcases in September.
McAteer, one of the first students to participate in the
program, challenged those in attendance to make the most of
their college experience by getting jobs and internships and
actively participating in clubs.
Irmani Jones ’20, youth ambassador at Brownsville NeON
(The Neighborhood Opportunity Network), shared with
4
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Mixing Board to Management hosted two virtual sessions
— one with Katie O’Gara ’18, publicity assistant for Island
Records, and one with Bryan Aiello ’02, partner/director of
touring for Motion Music. Each held a rapt audience trying to
determine where a degree in music industry might take them.
Associate Professor Hugh Gallagher hosted a physics/
astronomy hybrid career series event featuring 30 Under 30
honoree Kimmy Cushman ’17, 30 Under 30 finalist Tim
Kelley ’12, and Christian Trapani ’15.
ECON Club hosted three Life After Graduation sessions
with panels of recent alumni. Matthew Eicher ’19, Nicholas

Top row (from left):
Bill Reiss ’84, Scott
Brecher ’07, EAS
Majors’ Night
Bottom row (from left):
Scott Saltzman ’86,
Lynne Talbot ’89
Giordano ’19, Paiyam Kardgar ’21, Michael Lee ’18, Amanda
McHale ’19, James Mulvey ’20, Carly Neugebauer ’18,
Thanh Nguyen ’18, Akanni Seale ’20, Maharshi Shah ’20,
Kevin Stearns ’18, and Karlo Vlahek ’20 shared their
insights over Zoom.
In a business career preparation class, Corinne
Hoffman ’06 and Abby Watson ’15 advised students on
successful interviewing, résumés, and networking. Both
shared their dislike for their first jobs and lessons learned on
the meaning of success.
Addressing percussion students, Jordyn Knapp ’16, who
majored in psychology and minored in music, spoke on the
importance of internships, calling them “an opportunity that
can open doors.”
Alumni dialogues in the music industry legal issues class
featured Kyle Levinsohn ’15, on the scope of agencies
and the services they provide, and Eunique Martin ’13,
on “syncable” tracks within a label. They, too, stressed the
importance of internships.
Sheryl Clark ’87, president and CEO of Boston Proper LLC,
addressed Fashion in the Global Economy students.
Lauren Dolginko ’12 hosted a presentation for Earth and
atmospheric sciences majors on the remedial investigation

ATHLETICS Info
Watch games live
oneontaathletics.com/watch

and redevelopment of the Spofford Juvenile Detention
Center. Afterward, she spoke to students who might be
interested in joining her employer, Roux Associates.
Geologist Gene Florentino ’83 advised geology students on
how to prepare for their ASBOG board certifications. He was
joined by Frank Alvino ’18, who is currently going through
the process.
The Earth and atmospheric sciences department hosted its
45th Majors’ Night. Frank Alvino ’18, Shane Digan ’19, Gene
Florentino ’83, Margaret LaFarr ’89, DelaneyAnn
Martin ’18, Lisa Meschutt ’92, Erin Potter ’12, Tyson
Robb ’11, Gwendolyn Temple ’16, and Kaitlyn Woods ’15
lent their expertise from education, government, and private
industry.
Bringing mathematical knowledge, Lynne Talbot ’89 gave a
lecture to the Sanford Society.
Professor Rosemarie Avanzato ’84 welcomed back Scott
Brecher ’07 to share demonstration skills in the classroom
with future family and consumer science educators.
Alumni of Distinction honoree Jim Ajello ’75 returned to
campus to speak to a Microeconomics Theory class and
spend time with Ajello Internship Fund recipients.

For the latest news and information about Oneonta
State Athletics, visit www.oneontaathletics.com.

CALENDAR

Subscribe to the Athletics YouTube channel To access the master calendar of
home and away athletic contests,
www.youtube.com/oneontareddragons
click on the composite calendar
Like Athletics on Facebook
link on the Athletics home page.
Facebook/OneontaRedDragonSports
Once you subscribe, you’ll be
Follow Athletics on Twitter
able to access the calendar on
@RedDragonSports
mobile devices and Outlook
calendars.
Follow Athletics on Instagram
RedDragonSports

ATHLETICS HALL OF FAME
Do you know someone who may be worthy of induction into
the Athletics Hall of Fame? Please nominate this individual at
shorturl.at/gnEJR.
The Hall of Fame inducts individuals and teams in the following
categories: student-athletes, department staff, honorary, teams
of distinction, and veterans. Nominations are accepted throughout
the year. Once nominated, an individual or team does not need
to be renominated.
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Class of 2020 alumni
at the celebration

Dashka Slater speaks with
students. She is the author of
The 57 Bus: A True Story of
Two Teenagers and the Crime
That Changed Their Lives, this
year's Common Read selection.

'57 Bus' Author Dashka Slater
Delivers Mills Distinguished Lecture

Noted journalist and best-selling author Dashka Slater visited
campus in mid-October, delivering the Mills Distinguished
Lecture and interacting with students, employees, and
community members who had read her riveting nonfiction
book, The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two Teenagers and the
Crime That Changed Their Lives (Farrar, Straus and Giroux,
2017).

Celebrating the Class of 2020

Keeping its promise to last year’s graduates, SUNY Oneonta
held a graduation celebration for the Class of 2020 Oct. 30 in
the Alumni Field House.

Nearly 300 graduates and their families returned to campus for
the event, which featured student performances, speakers, and
the Leatherstocking District Pipe Band.
During his welcome to graduates, President Cardelle said he
was honored to meet the class and was pleased to participate
in this exciting moment in their lives. Class of 2020 Senior
Class President Amarii Smith said she was happy to be back
on campus and congratulated her classmates for everything
they had overcome. Smith is now assistant program director for
United Activities Unlimited, a New York City-based nonprofit
that serves underprivileged and impoverished youth and
families.
SUNY Oneonta was unable to hold a ceremony of this
magnitude at the height of the pandemic, and 2020 graduates
were promised the College would host the ceremony when it
was safe to do so.
Following the ceremony, graduates had a chance to participate
in Pass Through the Pillars, the beloved tradition unique to
SUNY Oneonta. Graduates walked through the pillars in the
6
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opposite direction from when they were freshmen, signifying
their exit from the college community and entrance to the next
phase of their lives. The pillars are the only remaining piece of
Old Main, the College’s first building.
The celebration was topped off with a reception for graduates,
their families, and friends.
For those unable to attend, a livestream was provided. To view
the celebration, visit www.oneontaalumni.com/classof2020.

The 57 Bus was this fall’s Common Read selection. An
exploration of diversity, race, gender, identity, and justice, the
book is based on the true story of a 2013 incident that drew
national attention. Aboard an Oakland, California, transit bus,
16-year-old Richard Thomas, urged on by two friends, set fire
to the skirt of fellow rider Sasha Fleischman, an 18-year-old
who identifies as agender (neither male nor female), while
Fleischman was sleeping. It was a senseless prank that went
terribly wrong.
Fleischman’s legs were charred with second- and third-degree
burns that would require multiple operations. Thomas was
arrested and charged as an adult with two felony counts, each
with a hate-crime clause that would add an additional one to
three years in state prison to his sentence. Thomas pleaded
no contest to felony assault. In 2015, his original sentence
of seven years was reduced, enabling him to complete his
incarceration at a juvenile detention facility.
Slater, an Oakland resident, wrote a Jan. 29, 2015, feature
story in The New York Times Magazine recounting the crime
and examining Thomas and Fleischman’s backgrounds and
life circumstances. Thomas, who is Black, grew up in a rough
section of the city and had lost family and friends to violence.
Fleischman, who is white, attended a private, college-prep
high school in the neighboring city of Berkeley.

online retailers, so that other students, employees, and
community members could participate. Several faculty
incorporated the book into their curricula. In addition to the
Mills Lecture, Common Read programming often includes
faculty-led panels, subject-related movie screenings, reading
sessions, and small-group discussions.
And students have a chance to meet the author. While on
campus, Slater did two hourlong Q&A sessions with a total
of 75 students. “We reached out to faculty who were using
the book in their course and encouraged them to generate
questions in class so that students would be better prepared
to talk with her,” says Theresa Russo, special assistant to the
provost for student retention and engagement.
“[The Common Read] is about the common educational and
co-curricular experience,” says Monica Grau ’88, director of
the Office of Student Success. “It’s the melding of the two, but
in common with 2,000-plus other people.”
“As a residential liberal arts college, this is part of our
mission: to provide intellectual stimulus and conversation
and dialogue on pressing contemporary issues,” says Sean
Shannon ’89, assistant professor of law in the
business department.
“Students remember what their
first Common Read was, and
seniors who are graduating
have been to all four,” Russo
says. “Hopefully, they have
found the experience valuable
as part of their Oneonta
education.”

The 57 Bus was the eighth Common Read. The College
purchased and made available 1,200 copies to interested
students at the beginning of the fall semester. Additional
books were available at the College bookstore and through
Winter 2022 | Reflections

7

Students at the
HOBO weather
station, atop the
Perna Science
Building

Leap of Faith, on the first
floor of Milne Library

New Weather Station on
Campus
The Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences has
replaced the defunct Davis weather station with a new
HOBO station. The new weather station, on the roof of the
Perna Science Building, has a dashboard showing the latest

conditions, air pressure, dew point, humidity, rainfall, solar
radiation, temperature, wind direction, and wind speed.
Anyone on campus can access the dashboard from
shorturl.at/myzDT.
The department has been collecting meteorological data
for more than 30 years. The data are being migrated to a
centralized cloud site so faculty can use the data in their
classrooms.

Students Create
Story-Based Video Game
When one thinks of video games, scholarship and academia do
not typically come to mind.
But Karen Stewart, assistant professor of media studies, has
flipped that script, turning the creation of a video game into
an immersive applied learning project involving more than 20
students over the course of five years.
The video game — called Leap of Faith — tells the story of a
college student who travels back in time to the Revolutionary
War.
Students involved in the SUNY Oneonta Gamer Lab project
— all with different academic majors — contributed more than
600 development hours to the initiative and participated in
every aspect of game development, from conducting extensive
historical research to outlining and writing game narratives to
composing the game’s theme music.

Fawn Mumbulo Named
Director of Health and
Wellness Center
Fawn Mumbulo, FNP, has been named director of the Health
and Wellness Center following a national search. She began
her appointment Oct. 1. Mumbulo joins SUNY Oneonta from
the Bassett Healthcare Network, where she had served as a
family nurse practitioner in Morris, New York, since 2018.
Prior to that, Mumbulo served Bassett in various capacities in
Cooperstown and Sherburne, New York. She brings extensive
clinical experience to the position and will help Health Center
staff provide same-day clinical access to students.

Ryan Hooper Named
Director of Athletics
Following a national search, Ryan Hooper has been selected
as the new director of athletics. Hooper has spent the last
seven years as associate director of athletics at the College,
including one year as interim associate director in 2014-15.
Hooper earned a bachelor’s degree in sport management in
2008 and a master’s degree in sport management in 2018,
both at SUNY Cortland. He resides in Oneonta with his
wife, Natalie; son, Benson; and daughter, Charlotte.

To learn more about Leap of Faith, go to suny.oneonta.edu/news-events/students-create-story-based-video-game.
8
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Cynthia Fusillo ’76 in the
Martin-Mullen Art Gallery

Alumna Artist
Teaches Students

About Respecting Nature, Using Found and Recycled Materials
“Magic happened.” This is how acclaimed
international visual artist Cynthia Fusillo ’76
describes her interactions with Oneonta students
during her fall artist-in-residency. Fusillo was on
campus for the month of September, speaking
to classes, mentoring students one-on-one, and
creating new art. An exhibition of her work, titled
Leave Me With You!, overlapped her stay, running
Aug. 30 to Oct. 25 in the Martin-Mullen Art Gallery.
Pieces for the show were constructed with bark, dirt,
ink, leaves, paper, pine, silk, sticks, thread, and wax,
10
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among other materials. Most of the art was brought
from her home in Barcelona, Spain. Others she
created on site, such as an installation whose major
component was bryophytes (moss), developed with
the help of Sean Robinson, assistant professor of
biology and curator of the Jewell and Arline Moss
Settle Herbarium in the Perna Science building on
campus.
“She wanted to include moss in the exhibition, and
we wanted to collect it locally, but we also didn’t
want to disrupt the environment. So, we looked

to the College because we’re in a unique position
of having people who specialize in pretty much
everything,” says Sarah Simpson, director of the
Art Galleries at SUNY Oneonta. They consulted
Robinson, who studies moss. “He talked with us
about how to sustainably source it, how to keep it
while it was here, and how to safely return it to the
natural environment when the show was over. And
he was also kind enough to give us the Latin names
for everything we had collected.”
One installation was an homage to James Mullen,
professor emeritus and former dean of humanities
and fine arts, whom Fusillo credits as a “huge
influence” on her from her time as a student. The
two had a chance to catch up at the exhibition
opening.
Fusillo could be found each day in the Project Space
Gallery, working on new pieces while maintaining
office hours when students could stop by.

“I saw the project room as a laboratory for the
creative process. I wanted to create a sense of
freedom and openness,” Fusillo says. “On the door
outside, I put a sign — THIS IS PARADISE — I had
brought from my studio in Barcelona. Students
came when they could and started to intuitively
manipulate used, natural, or sustainable materials.
Magic happened. We talked about everything. I
loved the approach — asking them what they were
passionate about and how they could express their
vision with their own voice. I was so grateful for
their enthusiasm and dedication. At this point in
my career, I get the most joy out of sharing my
experience as an artist with others, especially
younger creatives.”
“She mentored them, advised them if they had
questions, helped point them in different directions,
and talked about their work,” Simpson says. She
also helped them create. “In her practice, she
uses untraditional mediums. She’s very big on
Winter 2022 | Reflections
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Campus Initiatives Address
Racial and Social Justice

sustainability — reusing paper and using dirt and
found natural objects. And that was one of the
parameters we set for students.
“If they dedicated a certain number of hours to
working with Cynthia in the Project Space Gallery
and building their own piece, it was added [to
the show]. But they weren’t allowed to purchase
anything new for it, and we didn’t provide anything.
They needed to either reuse old materials, old
clothing, things like that, or sustainably source
natural objects. We had a lot of discussions on how
to be sustainable.”
Seven students (Samantha Alberts ’22, Thomas
Bacon ’23, Maize Anna Earner ’22, Jillian
Fitchette ’25, Nancy Ramirez ’25, Caroline
Reals ’24, and Brooke Sulenski ’25) met these
criteria. They worked on components of a large
installation titled Standing, Watching, Waiting,
constructed of branches, fabric, flowers, graphite,
leaves, pine needles, string, sumi ink, (homemade)
tempura ink, and twine. The piece was added in
early October for the show’s final month.

In the show description, Simpson wrote: “The work
on view uses found and repurposed materials to
create singular works that reimagine the materials’
use value and question our current throwaway
culture.… This exhibition shows the range of
Fusillo’s practice: from her avant-garde works on
paper and installations, to her more traditional
prints, drawings, and sculptures, to photographs of
her transitory land art.”

Bernadette Tiapo, chief diversity officer (CDO) and
interim vice president for student development, believes
“the College’s collective efforts to foster inclusive
excellence can gain prominence within the SUNY
system and beyond.”

Fusillo created this transitory land art in the woods
near campus. Each day, before heading to the
Project Space Gallery, she visited College Camp.
“It became a ritual. One part of the woods was very
dark. It was my favorite part. You felt the quiet of the
woods and there was a sense of connection with my
surroundings. As I frequented the woods, I realized
that my relationship with Nature was changing.
As I got to know her better, I felt a strong sense of
respect and admiration,” Fusillo says.

Tiapo has more than 15 years of broad leadership
experience in designing and implementing strategic
initiatives related to DEI, multiculturalism, and social
justice in higher education. When she was appointed
CDO, it was a homecoming of sorts; she had served the
College as director of the Office of Multicultural Student
Affairs from 2008-14. She rejoined Oneonta from SUNY
Potsdam, where she was associate vice president and
CDO.

“I did not want to destroy her or rip things out of
her, but I did want to highlight her beauty. So, I
only used Nature that had fallen, or died, and then
left it in place so it could decompose and nurture
the rest of the woods. I used the pieces of Nature
as elements/material to create an interesting
composition with texture, form, and line. These
installations excited me, and I have started a whole
new series because of those walks.”
Fusillo is represented and exhibited by Galeria
Contrast (www.galeriacontrast.com) in Barcelona. To
see samples of her art, including from her month in
Oneonta, visit Fusillo’s Instagram account
(www.instagram.com/cynthiafusillo) or Facebook
page (www.facebook.com/cynthia.fusillo).

12
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An inaugural ceremony
this spring will celebrate
the Center for Racial
Justice and Inclusive
Excellence (CRJIE),
which opened in July
2021 in Lee Hall. CRJIE
is among the most
prominent of myriad
initiatives under way to
foster a more just and
inclusive environment
on campus.

Bernadette Tiapo

Since her appointment in September 2020, Tiapo has
emphasized collaboration and broad-based campus
participation in DEI (diversity, equity, and inclusion)
initiatives. Her hope is to infuse DEI in all campus
activities, both in and out of the classroom.

Now, as Oneonta’s CDO, she leads the evolution,
implementation, and ongoing assessment of strategic
planning for DEI and ensures that DEI-related principles
are embedded in the College’s institutional mission,
vision, and values.
A number of initiatives are already in place.
In recognition of the struggle against bias and racial
injustice embodied by the Black List incident, the SUNY
Oneonta Black List Scholarship Supporting Racial and
Social Justice was established by the College at Oneonta
Foundation and the SUNY Oneonta Alumni Association
for students in Access and Opportunity Programs.
For Jaida Sweeney ’23, the scholarship is meaningful
because “it allows me to further my education with less
financial hardship and to advocate for inclusivity and
social justice here at SUNY Oneonta.”
It also is an immense help to Hazel Carrasco ’23, who
says, “Social justice is very important to me and has even
influenced the courses I take.... My passion for social
reform, specifically in the police and prison systems, has
skyrocketed.”

Additionally:
• The Bias Acts Response Team (BART) has been
expanded, and its policies and procedures have been
revamped with a focus on assessment and continuous
improvement.
• Discussions are taking place to assess and, where
needed, reform the College’s hiring practices.
• Orientation modules related to diversity,
inclusion, and social justice have been revised.
Among other initiatives under way or in planning stages:
• The President’s Council on Diversity (PCOD) has
been reconstituted and now consists of over 70
members serving on five subcommittees. The Campus
Climate Subcommittee will hold at least one forum
each year to apprise the campus community of the
Council’s efforts; the Inclusive Excellence
Subcommittee will relaunch the Tapestry of Diversity
Talent Awards; the Faculty, Staff, and Student
Advocacy Subcommittee is assessing how the campus
cultivates and supports employees and students from
diverse backgrounds; and the Community Outreach
and Communication Subcommittee will assess
campus and community partnership as it relates to
DEI. Additionally, the Strategic Planning and
Assessment Subcommittee “is reviewing the College’s
2020 Diversity Report to identify shared successes
and opportunities for future focus,” Tiapo says. “This
information will help guide development of the
College’s next DEI strategic plan and streamline our
efforts toward positive change for the next several
years.”
• The How Inclusive Is Your Space series, developed last
spring, provides opportunities for employees to
explore definitions of DEI and their implications at
the individual/office, department/division, and
institutional levels.
• An anti-bias campaign under development will
educate the campus community on procedures and
policies related to discrimination, harassment, and
bullying.
• The former Multicultural Student Council will be
retooled as the Student DEI Council. Its members will
advocate for and assist in the development of a safe,
supportive, welcoming, and inclusive community that
upholds and celebrates DEI at the College.
“As these initiatives move forward, I hope all campus
stakeholders will be more proactive, at different levels,
in fostering our DEI goals and that we can count on
alumni support,” Tiapo says. “The involvement of all
stakeholders is a critical component in ensuring that
DEI-related institutional goals are met.”
Winter 2022 | Reflections
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Graduates from
all class years are
welcome to join in the
fun, learn about old
traditions, and make
new memories.

ALUMNI

WEEKEND

2022

Return to the place you once called home for the all-new Alumni
Weekend experience! Reminisce about the past and embrace all
that is new at SUNY Oneonta. The Alumni Association invites
all alumni to share in the excitement of Alumni Weekend 2022,
June 10-12.

a pool table; a ping-pong table; and a lawn for recreation.
The Golding Hall room rate is $50 per night. If dorm living is
not the right fit, we’ve reserved room blocks at several local
establishments; information can be found at
www.oneontaalumni.com/oneontalodging.

CELEBRATE with fellow Red Dragons at our many alumni
events. ENGAGE with faculty, staff, and other Dragons from all
backgrounds and years. CONNECT with old and new friends
alike while you relive wonderful memories and renew your
connection to this special place. Alumni Weekend will feature
fan favorites — from the Cans ’n Clams Picnic (Clambake) to the
Alumni Celebration Breakfast to, of course, Brooks’ BBQ. We
also will celebrate our Alumni of Distinction honorees, and all
are welcome to attend.

Get Social

Please note that not all events and locations for these events
are listed, as we continue to plan and develop an inclusive
suite of programs. Our most up-to-date schedule of events and
locations, a list of area hotels with room blocks, and information
about connecting with your classmates can be found on our
website: www.oneontaalumni.com/alumniweekend.
The health and safety of our Red Dragon family is of the
utmost importance. In an effort to reduce the risk of COVID-19
exposure and help prevent the spread of the virus, special
protocols may be put in place and revisions to the schedule may
be necessary. Thank you for your patience and understanding as
we strive to keep everyone safe.
Registration
Registration opens online Feb. 23. We are continuing to plan
event specifics (such as locations); once solidified, they will be
listed on our registration page. To access the registration page,
go to www.oneontaalumni.com/AlumniWeekend2022. If you can’t
access this web page or would like a registration form mailed to
you, please email alumni@oneonta.edu to request assistance.
Lodging
Each year, we provide a variety of lodging options. If you’d like
to relive your College experience, we offer accommodations in
Golding Hall. Each room has two twin-size beds. Golding Hall
also features lounges, where you can catch up with classmates;
14
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To connect with your Red Dragon family and stay updated on
Alumni Weekend planning, follow us on:
• Facebook: facebook.com/oneontaalumni
• Twitter: twitter.com/OneontaAlumni
• Instagram: instagram/sunyoneontaalumni
• YouTube: Search for SUNY Oneonta Alumni
Association
• LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/groups/103772/
Volunteers
Alumni Weekend Committee: Terri Berzin ’79, Charles
“Three” Bollinger ’01, Rebecca Capek ’11, Jason Pomeroy ’09,
Granville Thompson ’68, and Christine Warnquist ’71.

Alumni Weekend Ambassadors

Maureen Artale ’98
Bill Bogatz ’74
Mark Delligatti ’75
Duke Gallagher ’75
Kathy Gallagher ’75
Fran Giameo ’81
AnneMarie Haumesser ’12
Roland Holstead ’67
Tyler Itzkowitz ’15

Jarrett Johnson ’11
Christine Kopacz ’11
Andrea LaMantia ’75
Alice Maggiore ’10
Stephanie Peguillan ’15
Joan Pondolfino ’61
Donna Rocks ’81
Carly Salzman ’17
Jeffrey Strauss ’71

If you would like to join the crew of Ambassadors, please email
us at alumni@oneonta.edu.
Alumni Weekend is funded (in part) by the SUNY Oneonta
Alumni Association through charitable gifts to the Fund for
Oneonta.

JUNE 10 FRIDAY
7:00 a.m.

Golf Tournament
Oneonta Country Club • 9 Country Club Road
Join SUNY Oneonta alumni and friends at the Oneonta
Country Club for a day of captain and crew golf. The
day will begin at 7 a.m. with a breakfast buffet in the
clubhouse. We will kick off the tournament with a shotgun
start at 8 a.m. If you do not have a team, we will match you
with other players. Prizes will be awarded at the luncheon.
Registration is required.
$100
Following the tournament, enjoy lunch in the clubhouse,
overlooking the beautiful grounds at the Oneonta
Country Club. Lunch is included for tournament
participants, who can invite guests to join them for an
additional fee. Registration for the luncheon is required.
Early bird pricing: $25
After May 27: $30

10:00 a.m.

Alumni Expedition: Otsego Lake Tour
Thayer Boathouse Launch • 7016 State Highway 80
Springfield, N.Y.
Spend the morning in Cooperstown discovering the
secrets of Otsego Lake aboard the research vessel
Anodontoides, where you will learn about advances in
lake science that are changing the way we live, work, and
play. If you would like to participate in both the Otsego
Lake Tour and the Biological Field Station Tour, we
encourage you to bring a bag lunch. Please register for
this event to help us appropriately accommodate all
participants.

11:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Paper Hat Assembly, 1956

Noon - 1:30 p.m.

Drag ’n Go Lunch
Stop by, grab a lunch, and build a dragon! This is a family-fun
activity. Enjoy the view of the Hunt Union pond and take home
your very own Red Dragon. Registration is required.
Early bird pricing: $12
After May 27: $15

Noon - 2:00 p.m.

ITK Luncheon
The Otesaga Resort Hotel • The Hawkeye Bar & Grill
60 Lake St. • Cooperstown, N.Y.
Members of Iota Tau Kappa (ITK) are invited to an informal
luncheon on the patio of The Hawkeye Bar & Grill, overlooking
beautiful Otsego Lake. ITK members and their invited guests
only.

Noon

Tennis Tournament
Join us for the annual Alumni Weekend Tennis Tournament.
Bring your racquet; we will supply tennis balls and prizes! For
more information, contact Bill Bogatz ’74 at econ@optonline.
net. Please register for this event to help us appropriately
accommodate all participants.

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

The Magic of Science, Session 1
A.J. Read Science Discovery Center, Physical Science
The A.J. Read Science Discovery Center is a free, hands-on
museum for people of all ages and abilities. Its mission is to
connect visitors to the joy and power of the scientific process
through authentic and interactive exihibits. Spots are limited for
each of these family-friendly, hands-on sessions. Registration is
required.

Alumni Weekend HQ
Check-in for the weekend officially begins! Alumni
Weekend Headquarters is the information and problemsolving center for Alumni Weekend 2022. Have a
question about an event? Want to know where the event
you’re looking forward to is located? Stop by HQ for
answers and more! Pick up your name badge*, Alumni
Weekend schedule, and free gift from the Alumni
Association.

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

*Alumni Weekend events require the Alumni Weekend
name badge for entry. Also, your name badge allows you to
take advantage of special pricing or events at designated
merchants in downtown Oneonta during Alumni Weekend.
Check out the list of participating merchants at Alumni
Weekend Headquarters.

2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Noon - 2:00 p.m.

Alumni Expedition: Paddlefest
Join Director of Outdoor Progams Chris Shughrue for
an Oneonta paddling experience you won't want to miss.
Equipment will be provided to participants. Registration
is required.

Alumni Expedition: Biological Field Station Tour
Lakeside Farm and Upland Interpretive Center
7027 State Highway 80 • Springfield, N.Y.
Join us for a tour of the Hop House, Upland Interpretive Center,
and other Thayer Farm buildings. If you would like to participate
in both the Otsego Lake Tour and the Biological Field Station
Tour, we encourage you to bring a bag lunch. Registration is
required.
The Magic of Science, Session 2
A.J. Read Science Discovery Center, Physical Science
The A.J. Read Science Discovery Center is a free, handson museum for people of all ages and abilities. Its mission
is to connect visitors to the joy and power of the scientific
process through authentic and interactive exihibits. Spots are
limited for each of these family-friendly, hands-on sessions.
Registration is required.

2:30 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.

Campus Tour
Take a 45-minute guided walk around campus and see how the
campus has changed, yet retained its traditional beauty. The
tour will leave promptly from Morris Conference Center at 2:30
p.m. Comfortable walking shoes are recommended. This event
is on a first-come, first-served basis.
Winter 2022 | Reflections
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JUNE 10 FRIDAY

JUNE 11 SATURDAY

JUNE 11 SATURDAY

JUNE 11 SATURDAY

3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

2:45 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

SOURS @ The Fox
The Copper Fox • 7 Market St.
Live it up like the good ol’ days and join us for an Oneonta
tradition: SOURS at the Fox. All alumni are welcome to
celebrate, reminisce, and reconnect with their friends. Cash bar
and complimentary appetizers will be available. Registration
is required.

3:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Alumni Association Annual Meeting
Alumni Association Board President Christine Warnquist ’71
invites you to join us for the Alumni Association Annual
Meeting, which will include updates from the Alumni
Association Board of Directors and the election of new board
members. All SUNY Oneonta alumni are encouraged to
attend.

5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Golden Anniversary Reception
Members of the Half Century Club will welcome back to
campus members of the Classes of 1970-72. Light refreshments
will be served. Attendance is for members of the Classes
of 1970-72 and their invited guests only. Registration is
required.

6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Cans ’n Clams Picnic
Kick off Alumni Weekend and summer with the fan favorite
meal of the weekend! The all-you-can-eat dinner will not
only transport you to the shores of New England with the
menu — including steamed and fried clams, clam chowder,
various sliders, coleslaw, corn on the cob, and desserts — but
also feature live, local entertainment by Gable, Banks, and
Decker. The first two drinks of beer or wine and all nonalcoholic beverages are included; a cash bar will be available.
Registration is required.
Early bird pricing: $35
After May 27: $40
Children (12 and under): $10

Alumni Weekend HQ
Alumni Weekend Headquarters is the information and
problem-solving center for Alumni Weekend 2022. Have a
question about an event? Want to know where the event you’re
looking forward to is located? Stop by HQ for answers and
more! Pick up your name badge*, Alumni Weekend schedule,
and free gift from the Alumni Association.
*Alumni Weekend events require the Alumni Weekend
name badge for entry. Also, your name badge allows you to
take advantage of special pricing or events at designated
merchants in downtown Oneonta during Alumni Weekend.
Check out the list of participating merchants at Alumni
Weekend Headquarters.

7:00 a.m.

Café Golding Hall
Golding Hall Lobby
Light refreshments will be available to guests staying in
Golding Hall.

9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Alumni Celebration Breakfast
Join your fellow alumni plus faculty, staff, and friends as we
celebrate our 2022 Alumni Association Award winners and
a successful year of alumni-led initiatives, partnerships, and
programming. Hear how alumni volunteers have enhanced
the Red Dragon experience on campus and beyond. Our
pinnacle milestone classes (1970+2) will be recognized during
this program as well. Breakfast is included. Registration is
required.
Early bird pricing: $12
After May 27: $17

Red Dragon Cornhole Tournament
Think you have what it takes to be the Red Dragon Cornhole
champ? Sign up for the cornhole tournament and show off
your skills. Registration is required.

2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

8:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Winter 2022 | Reflections

1:30 p.m.

10:45 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Alumni Expedition: Mountain Bike Ride
Riders: Check in at Alumni Weekend Headquarters for any
last-minute updates, grab a route map, and fill your water
bottle. Ed Lorenz ’81 will lead the ride; for more information,
email alumni@oneonta.edu. Registration is required.
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The Magic of Science, Session 3
A.J. Read Science Discovery Center, Physical Science
The A.J. Read Science Discovery Center is a free, hands-on
museum for people of all ages and abilities. Its mission is to
connect visitors to the joy and power of the scientific process
through authentic and interactive exhibits. Spots are limited
for this family-friendly, hands-on session. Registration is
required.

Oneonta Farmers Market
51-55 Market St.
Visitors will find delicious, locally grown farm products from
the field to the table.

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

7:30 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.

Return to the RAT
After Cans ’n Clams, head down to the Rathskeller Pub
(Waterfront) for its Alumni Weekend return. Reconnect and
reminisce with friends and classmates and let the music
transport you back to the glory days! A cash bar and light
refreshments will be available. Registration is required.

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Alumni Expedition: Nature Hike
College Camp is a campus gem. Made possible by President
Royal F. Netzer (1951-70), this 276-acre piece of land is the
site of several trails and a lodge. Hiking enthusiast and ITS
Service Manager Jesse Arno will lead a hike up to College
Camp. Those hiking up can either complete the round trip
or catch a shuttle from College Camp down to campus.
Registration is required.

Campus Tour
Take a 45-minute guided walk around campus and see how the
campus has changed, yet retained its traditional beauty. The
tour will leave promptly from Morris Conference Center at
10:45 a.m. Comfortable walking shoes are recommended. This
event is on a first-come, first-served basis.

ITK: Drinks and Revelry
The Oneonta Vets Club • 279 Chestnut St.
Iota Tau Kappa (ITK) brothers are invited to reminisce
about their days “downtown” while playing pool and darts
and enjoying drinks and snacks. Cash bar and snacks will be
available. Members of ITK and their invited guests only.

Red Dragon BBQ
Bringing the world-famous BBQ to you! The most talked
about meal in town comes to campus; you’ll have a choice of
the famous Brooks’ chicken dinner, a pulled pork dinner, or
a chicken/pulled pork combo dinner. Vegetarian and vegan
meals are available upon request. Along with the delicious
lunch, there will be entertainment and music! Before heading
out to other Alumni Weekend events, be sure to stop by the
dessert table. A cash bar will be available. Registration is
required.
Early bird pricing: $15
After May 27: $20

11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Athletic Hall of Fame Induction
The SUNY Oneonta Athletic Hall of Fame Selection
Committee invites you to join us as new inductees unveil their
plaques. 2021 Hall of Fame inductees are Lee Aldrich ’63
(Soccer, Tennis); Andrea Bradford-Decker ’01 (Softball);
Patricia M. Kennedy ’74 (Swimming and Diving); Lou
Neira ’89 (Basketball); Mary Velan ’08 (Soccer, Track and
Field); Chris Williams ’93 (Baseball); and Dr. Barton Ingersoll
(Honorary). Past and present inductees and their invited
guests only. Registration is required.

2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Netzer Planned Giving Society Tea Party
Join Netzer Society members and their guests for a planned
giving information session and tea party. SUNY Oneonta’s
own Kathy Schmid ’79, Sodexo’s Argo Tea manager, will
guide us in sampling teas from around the world. Enjoy
casual conversations in the beautiful SUNY Oneonta
Welcome Center. Discover how planned gifts have enhanced
the SUNY Oneonta campus and support educational
programs. Learn how to support SUNY Oneonta with a
planned gift and become a member of the Netzer Planned
Giving Society. Registration is required.

Campus Tour
Take a 45-minute guided walk around campus and see how
the campus has changed, yet retained its traditional beauty.
The tour will leave promptly from Morris Conference Center
at 2:45 p.m. Comfortable walking shoes are recommended.
This event is on a first-come, first-served basis.

3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Class of 1970+2 Toast at the Pillars
Pillars Quad between Fitzelle and Fine Arts
The Classes of 1970-72 will gather to toast friendships
started 50+ years ago. Members of the celebrating
classes and their invited guests only. A class photo will
be taken for each class starting at 3:15 p.m., so please be
at the pillars by that time to be included. Registration
is required.

3:15 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
ITK: Memorial Service
Neahwa Park
Join the Oneonta Veterans Color Guard at a ceremony
to remember Robert Cicio ’68 and Kevin Coulman ’77,
who lost their lives defending our country. The ceremony
is also in remembrance of all other Iota Tau Kappa (ITK)
brothers who are deceased. It will be held at the Veterans
Memorial Walk monument and led by Charter Member
Lt. Col. Pete Dorn ’71.

5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Alumni of Distinction Presentation of Honors for
2020 and 2021 Honorees
The SUNY Oneonta Alumni Association will honor
select alumni who have distinguished themselves
through their careers, service to their communities, and
commitment to the College at this evening celebration.
Join us for dinner, open bar (beer and wine), and
musical entertainment as we celebrate our most
notable alumni. All alumni and friends are welcome.
Registration is required. Each honoree and one
guest are invited to register at no cost. We also invite
members of the 1889 Society and one guest to attend at
no cost. Additional tickets may be purchased for a fee.
Early bird pricing: $35
After May 27: $40
This is a business casual event.

6:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
ITK 55th Anniversary Banquet
Members of Iota Tau Kappa (ITK) will celebrate 55
years of brotherhood at Oneonta during this special
dinner. ITK memorabilia and a memorial table will
be on display. The event features a multimedia
presentation and ceremony. Cash bar available. ITK
members and their invited guests only. Registration
is required.
Cost for the event is TBD.
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JUNE 11 SATURDAY
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Stars & Sundaes
Perna Science Building Lobby
Join staff of the SUNY Oneonta Planetarium for a journey
into the cosmos in our state-of-the-art digital planetarium.
Following the program, enjoy sundaes on the first floor of the
Perna Science Building. Seating is limited to 28 for each
session, so please register to help us accommodate all
participants.

8:00 p.m.

Pub & Grub Trail
Downtown Oneonta
Grab your favorite swag and head to the heart of Oneonta —
downtown! Stop by your old haunt for a pint, enjoy a “cold cheese
slice” at your favorite pizzeria, or visit a new establishment.
This is a self-guided event, but in order to get discounts,
registration for Alumni Weekend is required.

8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

JUNE 12 SUNDAY
7:00 a.m.

Café Golding Hall
Golding Hall Lobby
Light refreshments will be available to guests staying in
Golding Hall.

8:00 a.m. - Noon

Alumni Weekend HQ
Stop by Alumni Weekend Headquarters for any last-minute
information and to pick up your name badge* and free gift
from the Alumni Association.
*Alumni Weekend events require the Alumni Weekend name
badge for entry. Also, your name badge allows you to take
advantage of special pricing or events at designated merchants
in downtown Oneonta during Alumni Weekend. Check out the
list of participating merchants at Alumni Weekend HQ.

8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.

Drag ’n Bend Yoga
Unwind and center yourself before heading home. This
workshop is free to all participants, but registration is
preferred so we can accommodate all participants.

Stars & Sundaes 2
Perna Science Building Lobby
Join staff of the SUNY Oneonta Planetarium for a journey into
the cosmos in our state-of-the-art digital planetarium. Following
the program, enjoy sundaes on the first floor of the Perna Science 9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Bon Voyage Champagne Breakfast
Building. Seating is limited to 28 for each session, so please
Enjoy a delicious, all-you-can-eat breakfast complete with
register to help us accommodate all participants.
champagne! What better way to cap off a fun-filled weekend
with old and new friends? Registration is required.
8:30 p.m.
Early bird pricing: $15
Sunset Toast: A Celebration of Love
After May 27: $20
Some met in class, others in residence halls, and still others
by chance after graduation. But all alumni couples have one
thing in common: They met and fell in love because of shared
Alumni enjoying time
experiences at SUNY Oneonta. Whether you are recently
together during Alumni
married or celebrating 60 years and counting, please join us as
Weekend in 2019
we celebrate all Red Dragons in love! Couples are invited to a
Sunset Toast, which will include a champagne toast, chocolatecovered strawberries, and a chance to share your stories.
Registration is required.

9:00 p.m.

Drag ’n Bingo
B Side Ballroom & Supper Club • 1 Clinton Plaza Drive
Join us at the B Side Ballroom & Supper Club for a night of
incomparable entertainment and bingo! Enjoy a night of bingo,
beverages, and drag queens while you learn about the Gender
and Sexuality Resource Center and how it supports students
at SUNY Oneonta. Ticket includes three rounds of bingo
cards and your first beer or wine. Seating is limited, so please
register to help us accommodate all participants.
Early bird pricing: $10
After May 27: $15

2019 Alumni Association
Awards dinner

2022 Alumni Association
Awards Recipients

For over 50 years, the Alumni Association has recognized exceptional alumni, faculty, staff, students, and
friends of the College. Thirteen individuals will receive awards at Alumni Weekend in June 2022. Please
join us in congratulating them for distinguishing themselves in their careers and communities and/or for
exceptional service to SUNY Oneonta.

Current Faculty/Staff
Outstanding Service

Emerging Leader

Ryan Quinn ’13

Emeritus Faculty/Staff
Outstanding Service

Ashok Malhotra

Scott Saltzman ’86

Honorary Alumna

Humanitarian

International Alumnus

Military Service

Kathy Meeker ’78

Ellen Blaisdell

Susan Fox ’68

Outstanding
Commitment to
Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion

Outstanding
Commitment to
Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion
Michelle Osterhoudt ’99

Excellence in
Alumni Service

Kewulay Kamara ’75

Darren Wall ’91

Red Dragon Spirit

Student Leadership

10:30 p.m. - Midnight

ITK: After Hours
Hampton Inn Lobby • 225 River St.
Extend your evening and reconvene at the Hampton Inn.
Enjoy pizza and BYOB while you share fun memories from
this weekend and make new ones. ITK members and their
invited guests only. Registration is required.
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Erica Krauss ’12

Robert “Duke” and
Kathy Gallagher ’75

Luke Mock ’23
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Summer
Fellowship
Program
Supports Student Research

Molecular research to produce a way to mitigate
chronic pain. A study of parasitic worms in fish
in New York and Michigan. An examination of
different methods to measure neighborhood
disorder. These were among the research projects of
30 undergraduate students taking part in the 2021
Summer Research Fellowship Program.
Projects undertaken by the Summer Research
Fellows were showcased in a poster display from
Sept. 8-17 in Hunt Union’s International Lounge,
with in-person presentations by student fellows held
the afternoon of Sept. 10.

Students present
their Summer 2021
research projects.
20
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The program supports participation in campusbased immersive research with faculty mentorship,
off-campus directed fieldwork or other scholarly
endeavors with faculty mentorship, formal research
experiences at other institutions, or participation in
external field schools, artist residencies, and similar
activities.
Students are awarded funding of up to the
maximum allowed for their specific type of summer

research experience, ranging from $2,000 to $3,800,
and can live in on-campus housing at no cost.
Last summer’s fellows worked individually or in
teams, with each project having one or more faculty
mentors.
Biology major Sarah Brabant ’22 focused her
research on collecting samples of the hemlock
varnish shelf mushroom from three sites in
Otsego County and conducting DNA analysis of
the samples to determine their genetic diversity.
“If no genetic variation occurs between groups
of mushrooms, then the slightest change in the
environment could impact the species greatly,”
Brabant writes. “However, if a high level of genetic
variation is seen, then the population, theoretically,
will be more resilient to the change.”
Adolescence education and physics major Cole
Johnsen ’22 created a suite of astronomy programs
and activities for virtual and in-person public
planetarium shows and K-12 outreach.
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the creation of reflection spaces in dark tourist
sites” and interviews with survivors about the
memorialization of Holocaust victims.
“The topic I chose is important to me because I feel
perspective and the sharing of narratives is vital
to our understanding of the present,” Laska says.
“Going to USHMM and listening to the narratives
of Holocaust survivors was such an impactful and
emotional experience.”
For their project, adolescence education and
Spanish major Nanlyett Yulfo Mates ’21 and
political science major Kimberly Moreno ’23
developed a living bilingual blog to “give voice to
diverse people to speak on their experiences about
maintaining their traditions strong, as well as their
heritage languages.” They also wanted to use the
blog to raise awareness of and collect funds for the
Heritage Language Scholarship.
Framing the Holocaust: A Discussion of the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum was economics
major Alexa Laska’s ’22 project with mentor Mette
Harder, associate professor of history. Thanks to
funding from the fellowship award, Laska traveled
to Washington, D.C., in May 2021 to visit the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM)
after it reopened following the lifting of COVID-19
restrictions. She also read extensively on Holocaust
history from various authors and reference books
to compare what she observed in the museum to
the textual framing of Holocaust history. And Laska
listened to recordings about the creation of the
museum and those involved in making it happen,
as well as segments on “symbolic architecture and

Laska met regularly with Harder throughout the
summer program and afterward to sort through
information she had collected and improve her
paper. Once they are happy with the paper, Laska
says, she plans to submit it for publication during
the Spring 2022 semester.
Laska says she really enjoyed the Summer Research
Fellowship Program. “I would recommend it to any
student who’s passionate about a subject and willing
to put in the work,” she says. “I did more learning
and growing over the last summer than I initially
thought I would, and I’m so grateful to have worked
with Dr. Harder.”
The Summer Research Fellowship Program is
supported by the Student Grant Program for
Research and Creative Activity and the Dr. W.
Lawrence Armstrong and Suzanne L. Beddoe ’70
Summer Research Award in Chemistry and
Biochemistry, both funded through charitable
contributions to the Unrestricted Endowment and
the Fund for Oneonta.
For more information, visit
suny.oneonta.edu/committee-research.

Making Beautiful Music
In and Out of the Classroom

“I try to do my best for students.”
That’s the reason Janet Nepkie
cites for serving on more than
a dozen College and SUNY
Administration committees. But it
also undergirds most everything
she’s done throughout her long
Oneonta career.
In 1983, after “wondering why
musicians were never offered
information about the industry
in which they wanted to work,”
Nepkie, now Distinguished Service Professor of Music and
Music Industry, founded the music industry program. In
its earliest days, she was its only professor. “I taught all the
required courses — the first level, the second level, the legal
issues class, the internship prep class. And I ran all the
internships,” she recalls.
To grow her network — along with the program’s offerings
— she attended music business conferences and joined
the Copyright Society of the USA and the National Music
Publishers Association. Many of those new contacts soon
found themselves traveling to campus to guest lecture —
among them, impresario Sid Bernstein, who brought the
Beatles to the United States. Also, music industry lawyers;
ASCAP, BMI, and record company executives; and managers
of grunge, rap, and heavy metal bands. Even the executive
producer of Sesame Street.
“The program became so successful so quickly that we were
able to hire other faculty, and that was great because they
brought strengths and experience that I don’t have,” Nepkie
says.
Today, the music industry program, accredited by the
National Association of Schools of Music, has about 300
students. Billboard magazine regularly ranks SUNY Oneonta
among the nation’s Top Music Business Schools. And Nepkie
has been recognized as a leading music industry educator by
Rolling Stone magazine.
Internships, which have been required from the start, are
a key component of the program. Before COVID, Nepkie
would visit all internship sites within a four-state radius, both
to enrich students’ experience and to bring new insights
back to the classroom. During those visits, she’d witness the
transformation in students as they developed business and
social skills.
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Janet Nepkie

And when students need advice? Nepkie
makes herself available to them seven days
a week, videoconferencing as late as 10 p.m.
“because that’s when they’re available.”

One student on whom she’s had a profound
impact is Eric Lense ’07, vice president
for creative operations at the music rights
organization SESAC. “The way I tackle and
dissect today’s legal issues in the music
licensing space directly correlates to my time
as a student in Dr. Nepkie’s class,” he says.
“Her tough but fair approach was the perfect
primer for what to expect in our business.
“And beyond all the sage wisdom and knowledge I gleaned
from the coursework, I realized how truly special she was
when my band in college approached her to perform cello on
our record. Seeing her traverse seamlessly from legal expert
to concert cellist gave me my first real-world example of how
to marry the business of music with the performance of it. To
this day, I play in multiple bands while juggling my career
— something I only felt was possible after witnessing Dr.
Nepkie’s mastery of that delicate balancing act.”
Nepkie was a working musician when she joined the Oneonta
faculty and remains so to this day, serving as principal cellist
of the Glimmerglass Festival; performing with numerous
symphonies and chamber ensembles; and playing backup on
albums, jingles, and television and movie soundtracks.
In recognition of her efforts, an alumnus choosing to remain
anonymous has created the Music Industry Scholarship
Honoring Dr. Janet Nepkie. The scholarship will provide
financial assistance for up to four students each year, with the
goal of launching them into careers by offsetting some of the
costs of their degree.
Nepkie notes that music students incur a variety of extra
expenses, including those related to lessons, musical
equipment, and internships.
“For students who have been in the program and remember
the enthusiasm they had in school and the gratitude they felt
for any teacher who helped them, this is the most wonderful
way to give back,” she says.
“I am personally grateful. I would love to reach out to the
donor and say, ‘Thank you. You’ve done a wonderful thing for
our students.’”
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WONY Students
Embrace New Era in Hunt Union State-of-the-Art Studios
Student in the new
WONY studio

Natalie Costanza ’20 was GM from May 2019 to May 2020,
co-hosted several shows, and had her own, DJ Nat the Cat’s
Weekend Pregame. The move is important because it starts a
new chapter, she says: “For current students, especially those
who were in WONY in Alumni Hall, it means they are ready
and willing to evolve and change. It is important to constantly
be learning and growing. Also, it gives them a huge sense of
accomplishment. They are starting a whole new chapter of
WONY, and they should be proud.”
WONY faculty advisor Andrew Bottomley, assistant
professor of media studies, describes the station’s format as
“freeform.” About 80% of the programming is music selected
by individual DJs (unlike at most commercial music stations,
which have a playlist), except for overnights, holiday breaks,
and over the summer, when broadcasts are automated. The
rest of the schedule comprises talk shows and news segments.
Aside from on-air presentations, Bottomley says, many
students produce podcasts using the two new sound booths,
which are ready-made for online digital distribution.

Perhaps WONY should consider changing its call letters to
WOW — that’s the exclamation from those who have seen
the SUNY Oneonta student-run radio station’s new space in
Hunt Union.
In May 2021, WONY began broadcasting from a bright,
public-facing space on the lower “waterfront level” of Hunt
Union, near the Waterfront Room, the Red Dragon Theater,
and Dragon Express. (Due to the pandemic and summer
break, early programming was automated, though students
began broadcasting live shows and other normal operations
in September.)
The new facilities feature two large, live broadcast studios
and two smaller podcasting sound booths, all of which
are soundproofed with acoustic wall paneling and doors.
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New equipment includes mixing boards, microphones,
headphones, speakers, and support for multiple media
formats, including CDs, cassettes, and vinyl. There’s also a
lounge, two offices, an operations room, and a music library
for the station’s collection of more than 10,000 CDs. A TV
monitor outside the station lets passersby see DJs live on air.
Riley Brown ’22 is a music industry major, the station’s
current general manager, and a DJ, co-hosting R&R Rock
Block on Thursday nights. “I love the new station with all
my heart and spend a lot of time there,” Brown says. “The
previous station was nice, but the Hunt station is on a whole
other level. It’s an incredibly professional-looking and -feeling
station. It's also in a really prominent part of campus, which
I believe is only going to generate more interest in our club
and inspire more students to join WONY.”

In addition to the podcast mini-studios, the space includes
Studio A — where live broadcasts are produced, with a
board and mic for a DJ/engineer and an interview table
accommodating up to four guests — and Studio B – similar
to Studio A and used for student training and preparing
prerecorded content such as station identification messages,
show IDs, public service announcements, and news and
current events segments.
“If you were to walk into an iHeart radio studio in New York
City, you’d see much of the same equipment,” Bottomley
says. “In fact, we have better equipment than a lot of the big
stations, because this digital equipment only started arriving
in the industry within the last few years. They have digital
equipment, but not the type of high-quality ‘Audio over IP’
computer-networked stuff that we have. WONY now is really
built for the future.”

space, ambitiously built and wired by the WONY students
themselves, though, in the ensuing decades, facilities
deteriorated and equipment became outdated. WONY
students made it their own — a place where they could
socialize, collaborate, and create, while having fun and gaining
an understanding of radio broadcasting.
Numerous station alumni have gone on to careers in
commercial or public radio. For others, such as music industry
majors, WONY has supplemented their curriculum and given
them insights into the industry.
Abigail Perrin ’21 was a music industry major and WONY
GM. She and a few other station members were instrumental
in last spring’s move, packing up and transporting CDs, office
supplies, and equipment, and setting up the new station with
Bottomley. “This move was extremely important — I would
even say necessary — for WONY,” she says. “It is a huge step
toward increasing membership, as we now have physical
visibility to the campus community. While I still have a soft
spot for the old station, this new one will be exponentially
better for future WONY members.”
Station alumni will be happy to note that one feature of the
old station survives (though not in its original form): the
alumni mural, with signatures of WONY students dating back
decades. Costanza and Perrin worked closely with Bottomley
and Scott Barton, SUNY Oneonta architect and facilities
program coordinator, to assess how it could be moved.
“The mural was not able to be preserved,” Costanza says.
“It was painted on a plaster wall that would’ve crumbled if a
move were attempted.” Solution: It was digitally replicated.
So, current and future students can carry on the tradition,
marking their role in WONY’s rich, now 60-year legacy.
A WONY member in the
station’s new music library

There are some distinct differences from the station’s Alumni
Hall home, beloved by WONY alumni. “It was never designed
to be a radio station,” Bottomley says of the station’s former
basement location, which WONY had occupied since 1979.
“It originally was library storage rooms.” It was a makeshift
Winter 2022 | Reflections
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Business, Liberal Arts

GROW.
THRIVE.
LIVE.

A

THE FUTURE
OF SUNY ONEONTA

Campaign Co-Chairs
Linda ’76 and Pat ’75 McCann

Campaign Surpasses
$24 Million

We couldn’t be more excited about the College’s future. As of
Dec. 1, with a year and a half still to go in the campaign, more
than 8,000 donors had contributed $24.15 million — 97% of the
$25 million goal.

and Mary Susan Ajello Internship Fund and the Caroline ’67 and
David D’Antonio Student Travel for Excellence Fund. Additional
support comes from unrestricted giving, a key focus of the
campaign.

When we spoke recently with President Alberto Cardelle, we
were delighted to learn how closely the campaign aligns with
his values: a belief in the transformative role of higher education,
a commitment to equity, and a strong sense of optimism for the
potential of future generations.

Grow. Thrive. Live. has seen the creation of 95 new scholarships
and funds. In making Oneonta affordable to students who are
the first in their families to attend college, the campaign fosters
equity.

A great example of where all these intersect is experiential
learning. Whether through internships, student employment,
research and creative collaborations, study abroad, volunteer
service, or service learning — this is where transformation
occurs. As you may have read in the last issue of Reflections, by
the time Oneonta students are seniors, nearly 75% have availed
themselves of at least two such opportunities.

Nowhere is the potential of future generations more evident
than in Student Research & Creative Activity (SRCA) Day
or students’ participation in the International Genetically
Engineered Machine (iGEM) competition. These endeavors are
made possible by the Student Grant Program for Research and
Creative Activity, funded by the College at Oneonta Foundation
and the Alumni Association.

We’re fortunate to have had these opportunities, too. (Pat
attended an economics conference at SUNY Albany; Linda
worked with a Head Start program and did student teaching.)
You probably had similar experiences. You know how
instrumental they were in helping you reach your potential.

Given its current success, we have no doubt that the campaign
will exceed its goal. And once we reach $25 million, we won’t
stop there. The more we raise, the greater impact we can have.
With your help, we can achieve the College Foundation’s vision
of growing the endowment to $100 million and accelerate the
considerable progress that’s already been made.

The State University College at Oneonta Foundation supports
experiential learning through resources such as the James ’75

Thank you for your support. It makes — and will continue to
make — a world of difference.

State University College at Oneonta Foundation Corporation

This is our legal name, and it is important that this name be used in wills, retirement plans, life insurance policies, and all
other estate planning documents that name the College as a beneficiary of a gift or bequest. For more information about
how you can give to SUNY Oneonta now or in the future, please contact:

Jill Mirabito
Paul J. Adamo ’81
Tim Hayes
Benjamin Wendrow ’08
Vice President for
Senior Advancement Officer Director of Gift Planning
Director of Development
jill.mirabito@oneonta.edu
College Advancement
and Donor Relations
tim.hayes@oneonta.edu
paul.adamo@oneonta.edu
benjamin.wendrow@oneonta.edu
Division of College Advancement
308 Netzer Administration Building
SUNY Oneonta | Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-436-2535 | Fax: 607-436-2686
www.oneonta.edu/advancement
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Form New School

says Elizabeth Dunn, dean of the School of Liberal Arts and
s the pandemic grinds on and businesses face
Business.
unprecedented challenges, its leaders have increasingly
engaged with the liberal arts, seeking new understanding and
Corporate Social Responsibility, a course already required of
new collaborations as they chart a path forward.
accounting majors, has been added to the curriculum for the
new program.
“More than ever, this pandemic has demonstrated the need
for liberal arts in business education,” says Sean
“Our business programs have enthusiastically embraced and
Shannon ’89, assistant professor of law. “When business has
become a signatory to the U.N. Global Compact’s Principles
essentially stopped, what do you do? You turn to the liberal
of Responsible Management Education (PRME), which align
arts to address many of the issues and concerns of society,
with the department’s mission to ‘enable undergraduate
because they work in tandem.”
students ... [to] develop ethical decision-making abilities,’”
Dunn says. “PRME supports our efforts to fulfill that part of
Reflecting the growing confluence between the two fields of
the mission, and Corporate Social Responsibility provides the
study, SUNY Oneonta’s School of Economics and Business
curricular element.”
(SEB) joined this fall with the School of Liberal Arts to form
“The realignment allows us to operate as efficiently as
the School of Liberal Arts and Business. Synergies resulting
possible while creating more and better opportunities for
from the move will provide new opportunities for students
student learning,” says Richard Lee ’80, provost and vice
to develop the intellectual, creative, emotional, social, and
professional skills needed to thrive in today’s global business president for academic affairs. “It offers synergies upon
synergies, where students can more fully explore philosophy,
environment, Shannon says.
ethics, and other liberal arts fields that contribute to the broad
education required of today’s business leaders.”
“The realignment allows us to operate as efficiently as

possible while creating more and better opportunities
for student learning.”

— Richard Lee ’80, provost and vice president for academic affairs
Housed within the new school are the Department of
Business — which maintains its full AACSB (Association to
Advance Collegiate Schools of Business) accreditation and
incorporates management, marketing, information systems,
finance, and accounting — and the Department of Economics.
The School of Liberal Arts and Business, which has some
1,650 students, is now one of three SUNY Oneonta schools
with similar levels of enrollment, alongside the School
of Sciences, with over 1,700 students, and the School of
Education, Human Ecology, and Sport Studies, with almost
2,400 students.
Concurrent with the realignment, a new degree program
— the BS in Business Administration — will replace the BS
in Business Economics formerly offered by the School of
Economics and Business. Stephanie Menoutis ’22, who, as
president of the SEB Student Advisory Council, provided
feedback on the new program, believes it will be “a more
attractive degree to incoming students and employers
because it’s a more standard degree that employers are
familiar with.”
The new degree will give students “more data-driven
experience and a strong exposure to social impact,”
strengthening their position as they enter the job market,

SEB was a school for just seven years, beginning in 201314; prior to that, it was a division. “We wanted to see if
the identity of a stand-alone school would lead to better
student learning and increased enrollments and focus — and
although everyone worked hard at it, there’s no evidence
that these occurred,” Lee says, noting that the program’s
identity remains strong. “That identity has always existed
and will always exist and will be further strengthened when
the Department of Business moves into the newly renovated
Alumni Hall in fall 2023.”
The relocation to Alumni Hall — a major upgrade from
Netzer — will colocate business programs for the first time
and allow for the addition of laboratory and collaborative
spaces. “We’ve designed spaces around the kind of learning
experiences we offer students today,” Dunn says.
“The flow and design will provide opportunities for faculty
and student interaction at a whole new level,” Shannon says,
describing the move as “a renaissance for our program.”
Also in the works are changes to the finance concentration
and the introduction of a 4+1 accounting program that would
lead to a master’s degree.
“A number of really positive changes are taking place —
whether programmatic, in physical space, or a general
rethinking of how we educate by creating cross-disciplinary
relationships and programs,” Shannon says. “Within the
next two to five years, I foresee a seismic shift forward in the
program.”
Winter 2022 | Reflections
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Daren Rylewicz ’93

Named Chair of Fund for Oneonta

As a transfer student, I spent just three semesters on campus. The last semester, I had a full-time internship in Albany
with the New York State Legislature. Feeling somewhat cheated, I’ve been trying to make up the deficit ever since.
For the past seven years, I have served on the Alumni Association Board of Directors. As chair of the Governance
Committee, I helped the association rewrite its bylaws and review its policies. I then became vice president,
president-elect, president, and immediate past president.
Now, I am delighted to serve as the first-ever alumni chair of the Fund
for Oneonta, the College’s annual giving program. It’s a program
I’ve supported for over 20 years.
Here’s why: Unrestricted gifts allow the College to allocate
funds where they’re needed most. They enhance the student
experience by providing flexible funding for scholarships,
the expansion of academic programs and library resources,
and the support of athletics and student groups.
The Fund also is the main source of revenue for the Alumni
Association, making it possible for graduates to stay
engaged with the College and supporting such events as
Pass Through the Pillars and Alumni Weekend.
My work on the Alumni Association Board has given me a
firsthand look at how critical these funds are and how every
gift makes a difference.
After my time at Oneonta, albeit too short, I went on to earn
a JD at Albany Law School of Union University and join the
legal department of the Civil Service Employees Association,
where I am now general counsel.
As a result, I feel a responsibility to do whatever I can to help
today’s students realize their goals and dreams. I hope you do,
too.
If you can, please join me in making a recurring
gift to the Fund for Oneonta. It’s easy, and
it allows you to spread your payments
over 12 months.
As President Alberto Cardelle
reminded us recently, “Alumni
involvement and contributions
are inextricably linked to
the success of the College
and, most importantly, our
students.”
- Daren Rylewicz ’93
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SHOW YOUR PRIDE
Leave your legacy with a brick
in the Alumni Brick Garden
find out more at
oneontaalumni.com/brickgarden
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Beyond

THE PILLARS

1950

1967

Betty Olmstead MacLachlan lives on the family homestead
in New York during the summer and travels to Florida for the
winter months.

Mark Herzberg and his wife, Gay, visited campus in
September, traveling from Minneapolis, where Mark is a
professor in the School of Dentistry at the University of
Minnesota.

1953
Catherine Sweeney celebrated her 90th birthday online with
friends from the Sisters of the Presentation Associates and
the Kateri Tekakwitha Fund Guatemalan. She would love to
hear from other 1953 graduates.

1969

1960s

Stan Nosek (Alumni of Distinction honoree), June Giglio
Kerr, and Jay Davidson (Alumni of Distinction honoree)
enjoyed a reunion at Hall Winery in St. Helena, Calif.
Barbara Wolf Sweeney retired from teaching in 2003 after 34
years. And she retired from being a Weight Watchers coach in
March 2021 after 20 years.
Donna Sabatini Palczak ’61, Sue Nunn Merrill ’61, Joan
Condon Sheehan ’61, and Claudia Carman ’61 at an Alpha
Sigma Beta mini-reunion in summer 2021.

1970s
Ginny Doyle ’70, Pat Hays ’70, Barbara Gentilcore Russell
’70, and Christine Warnquist ’71 reunited in Kennebunkport,
Maine.

Alpha Sigma Beta sisters Jill Hargrave Reuss ’61, Lucy Flint
Klevanosky ’61, and Margie Geisen Alley ’61 enjoyed getting
together in summer 2021.

1961
Alumni from the Class of 2020
Pass Through The Pillars.
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Catherine Snyder Latham has four grandchildren: one at
Hartwick College, one in high school, one in middle school,
and one in elementary school. She retired in 1996 and enjoys
volunteering and crafting.

In September 2021, Sigma Tau Alpha brothers gathered in
Oneonta for a reunion. Pictured are Barry Holtz, Alan Pfeffer
’70, David Keller ’72, Dennis Novick ’71, Thomas Bodden
’74, Arthur Olsen ’73, Paul Falbo ’71, Paul Hochuli ’78,
William Varney ’78, Joseph Ochs ’74, Edward McSweeney
’71, Santo Geraci ’71, Edward Gallagher ’77, Doug Redmond
’76, Robert Tengeler ’72, Joseph Pantaleo ’70, Salvatore
Diliberto ’82, Paul Martin ’71, Michael Halpin ’71, and Gary
Wickham. Not pictured are Raymond Brown ’73, Charles
Scorzafava, and Thomas Torre ’78.
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Craft
Craft
Legacy1975
Legacy

1971

YOUR
YOUR
Patricia Many Connolly lives in Connecticut with her

husband, Kevin, who attended SUNY Oneonta from 197072 before tranferring to Brooklyn College. They have three
children and six grandchildren.

Craft
Legacy

1974

1976

Chester Zygmunt is happily retired from St. Francis
Hospital.

Jeanne DiCristina Joolingen and her husband, William,
are enjoying retirement in Oceanside, Calif., near their three
children and four grandchildren.

A GIFT
A GIFT
THROUGH
THROUGH
YOUR WILL
YOUR WILL
HELPS OUR
HELPS OUR
STUDENTS
STUDENTS
ForeVer
ForeVer

Virginia Schmalzle Dudko was elected as a 2021-22 firsttime vice chairperson for the Upper Delaware Scenic
YOUR
Byway (UDSB). She became the Town of Deerpark’s UDSB
delegate in 2011, the same year she was appointed an
alternate representative to the Upper Delaware Council. She
also serves on the Town of Deerpark Board of Assessment
Review; belongs to the women’s educational society Delta A GIFT
Kappa Gamma and directs the group’s Pi State Educational
THROUGH
Foundation; is a member of the Bon Secours Hospital Ethics
YOUR WILL
Board; and is active with Pond Eddy United Methodist
Church.
HELPS OUR

Elizabeth Karl, who is 94 years old, lives six months in New
York and six months in Virginia with her children.
Alumni Ambassador Mark
Delligatti met with David
Daly ’81 in London, England
for a pre-event breakfast
before a football match
between Fulham FC and
West Bromwich Albion FC on
Oct. 30, 2021.

Marcia Allen Hamill retired from the New York StateSTUDENTS
Department of Correctional Services in 2009.
ForeVer
Robin Lock co-authored, with four members of the Lock
family, a third edition (2021) of their textbook, Statistics:
Unlocking the Power of Data. He is a professor of statistics at
St. Lawrence University, a fellow of the American Statistical
Association (ASA), and past chair of the Joint MAA-ASA
Tom and Victoria Cirillo Whittaker ’71, who met at
Committee on Teaching Statistics. He has received many
a Pi Chi/Sig Tau party, celebrated their 50th wedding
honors, including ASA’s inaugural Waller Distinguished
anniversary in November.
Teaching Career Award in 2014.

“I am supporting the college with a
“I am supporting the college with a planned gift as a way to acknowledge
my appreciation to all the fine students I’ve known over my 38 year career.”
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gratitude not only for the education I received,
scholarships for students with financial need. Through giving,
but for the lifelong friendships I made there.”
I can make a difference and have a positive impact on others.”
— Mark Delligatti ’75
— Linda Dubsky Peters ’75
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1980s
Ted Berkowitz ’80 and Andrew Eckstein ’82, attorneys at
Moritt Hock & Hamroff LLP, were named 2021 New York
Metro Super Lawyers by Thomson Reuters.

Keith Kelly (Alumni of Distinction
honoree) retired from writing the
Media Ink column of the New
York Post after 23 years, capping a
journalism career spanning more
“ I
than 40 years. He was featured in a
full-page storym
in the Style section
of The New York Times, “Ta Ta for
Teetering Tabloids. Keith Kelly
Signs Off.” Kelly lives in Manhattana
F
c
with his wife, Pat Walsh, an RN at
car
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer
m
a
Center. They have three sons: Ruairi,
who is a 1st lieutenant in the U.S.
e
d u
Marines;
Luke,
a
recent
graduate
of
S c h
SUNY Geneseo; and Eamon, who
ge
n
attends Binghamton University.

1972

Karen Maffei Moculeski and her husband, Stan, are
enjoying retirement with their grandchildren, Joseph and
Karlie Rose.
planned
gift as a way to acknowledge

Harvard Law School, a self-assured deaf woman who
advocates for the hearing to start truly listening, and a fierce
drag artist who inspires empathy … and a killer pair of shoes.

and

1978

gif t

Paul DeMarco ’85, John Siino ’86, Dave Tompkins ’87, and
Mike Bulman ’85 got together at the end of September at
Leatherstocking Golf Course in Cooperstown, N.Y.

Steve Friesen is recipient of Bethel College’s 2021 “ I
G
i
Distinguished
Achievement Award, which acknowledges
character and citizenship, achievement
in a chosen
m
profession or vocation, and work of benefit to humanity.
After his 2017 retirement as director of the Buffalo Bill
Sylvia Carey-Butler (Alumni
Museum and Grave, Friesen and his wife, Monta Lee Dakin,
F
a
c
of Distinction honoree)
began
partnered to create Friesen-Dakin Museum Consulting.
her
appointment
as
Brown
car
University’s vice president for
James Gordon has
been with New Hope Community for two
m
a
institutional equity and diversity
years.
e d
u
in August 2021.
S c h

1980

1979

ge n

and
Stephen Bonadies retired as chief conservator and senior
gif
t
deputy director of
the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts.
Catherine Kos Danowski retired in June 2020 after 35

years as an English teacher at Miller Place High School.
Hal Luftig (Alumni of Distinction
She and her husband, Robert, celebrated their 35th wedding
honoree) was honored by House
anniversary on Aug. 16, 2021. Their
daughter Melissa
G
i
on the Moon, a nonprofit theatre
Danowski ’15 is in her third year of teaching in the North
company, in November 2021.
Bellmore (N.Y.) School District.
Luftig is dedicated to giving
voice to the voiceless, those who
don’t always get the opportunity
to take center stage. His
impressive career in theatre has
shined the spotlight on so many,
including an underestimated
blonde who graduates from
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1982

1989

1997

Lisa Van Valkenburg Donovan was selected by
Arts Learning, a state advocacy agency for arts education,
as its 2021 Irene Buck Service to Arts Education Award
recipient. She is a professor of arts management at the
Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts.

Steven Epstein has been named by the National College
of DUI Defense as co-chair of its National Task Force Trial
Advocacy Committee. The Steven Epstein DWI Defense
Institute completed its first year at Pace University’s Elisabeth
Haub School of Law.

1983

1990s

When COVID-19 hit
and live events came
to a halt, Jenn Federici
temporarily shifted gears
to become a COVID-19
compliance officer for the
entertainment industry.
Her responsibilities
include developing COVID
compliance protocols for
production sets, arranging
testing, ordering PPE
supplies, and ensuring all
involved follow COVID
compliance guidelines.
She has worked on shoots
with such artists as J Balvin, Tony Bennett and Lady Gaga,
Bon Jovi, Gavin DeGraw, H.E.R., Pretty Reckless, and Wyclef
Jean. She also recently worked as an artist liaison at the
Firefly Festival in Dover, Del., which featured Billie Eilish, The
Killers, Lizzo, and Machine Gun Kelly, among others.

Alice Dunkak Quinn lives in Rockville Centre, N.Y. She has
been married for 22 years and has two children, Katherine, 20,
and John, 18.

1984
Barry Ziman (Alumni of Distinction
honoree) has a debut novel, Girls,
Crimes, and the Ruling Body
(Archway Publishing, 2021), available
on Amazon. He lives in Fairfax
County, Va., and is director of
legislation and political action at the
College of American Pathologists.

1987
Bonnie Michelfelder Edwards’ husband of 56 years passed
away on Jan. 6, 2021, due to complications of COVID-19.

2002
Friends since the first night of their freshman year, Erin
Schaefer Govel ’93, Lisa Matthews d’Erizans ’93, Beth
Linzer Marquardt ’93, Tina Hohmann Cassidy ’93, Sue
Scherle Kennedy ’92, Corinne Potenza Balducci ’93,
Kellene Rodgers ’93, and Amy Lazarowitz Strauss ’93
celebrated their 50th birthdays together on Long Beach
Island, N.J.

1994
Traci Crumb Boris was named partner in Barclay Damon’s
Health Care & Human Services and Labor & Employment
Practice areas. Her primary office is in Syracuse, N.Y.

34

Winter 2022 | Reflections

Glenn Pichardo, senior EOP counselor at SUNY Oneonta
and a leadership specialist for the SUNY SAIL Institute,
completed the SUNY Hispanic Leadership Institute
Fellowship Program in June. The institute’s mission is to
identify, foster, and support the development and retention
of current and emerging Hispanic/Latinx leaders for an
increasingly diverse university system and nation. Pichardo

Joel Blum earned Certified Financial Planner certification.

2005
Carolyn Pitta was promoted to senior product manager at
S&P Global.

2006
Dale Losee was named director of
human resources for the Town of
Front Royal, Va., in July 2021. His
extensive experience in human
resources includes working
at the state level and earning
Professional in Human Resources
certification.

2007
Sita Fey was appointed deputy appointments secretary for
New York Gov. Kathy Hochul.
Noah and Aubrey Mannella Rakoski welcomed Everly Danae
on June 26, 2021.

2008

1991
Darren S. Wall was promoted to the rank of captain in the
U.S. Navy. Wall serves in the Judge Advocate General’s
Corps. He is assigned as the executive officer for the Navy’s
Civil Litigation Code.

Robert Leary was named an admissions assistant and head
men’s lacrosse coach at Herkimer County Community
College.

2004

Thomas Mulhall is a criminal investigator for the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security. He was recently featured
in the documentary series To Catch a Smuggler on the
National Geographic Channel.

1985
Ronald Millet joined the national
finance department of Ballard Spahr
in the firm’s New York office. He is
a finance attorney focusing on real
estate finance and public finance.

is exploring options to develop a leadership training program
at SUNY Oneonta to help employees gain skills to advance
their careers, with special focus on how the College can create
a more equitable and inclusive environment to help increase
diversity among faculty and staff. He is also assisting with
development of a leadership network for Hispanic leaders in
the SUNY system.

Shane Butler is director of planning for the Chenango
County Department of Planning & Development in Norwich,
N.Y. He was recently joined by Allison Yacano ’21 and Matt
Gladstone ’19, both of whom accepted planner positions.

Save the Date:

Angelo Posillico was named 2021 USTFCCCA Northeast
Region Assistant Coach of the Year. He is an assistant track
and field coach at Duke University.

March 25 – March 27, 2022
Alumni Hockey Club Weekend
Reach out to threebollinger@yahoo.com
if you would like to assist in the planning process.
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2013
Ashley Luzon, after years as a consultant in the health care
industry, joined CBIA as an engagement and relationship
manager.

2014
Emily Maggiore is a physical therapist at Lourdes Hospital in
Binghamton, N.Y.
Junait Shah and Jacqueline Rohrmiller Shah ’07 welcomed
their third child in October. Vaida Rae joins brother J.J. and
sister Eliana. The family enjoys visiting Oneonta and Brooks’
BBQ every summer. The Shahs live in Catskill, N.Y., where
Jacqueline is in her 14th year teaching second grade and
Junait was recently appointed high school principal in the
Catskill Central School District.

2010s

Joseph Reed is head coach of the Vassar College men’s and
women’s track and field programs.

2016
Jerrad Pacatte will be a researcher-in-residence at John
Carter Brown Library at Brown University in spring 2022. He
anticipates defending his PhD in African American history in
late spring/early summer and will seek a tenure-track faculty
position.

2018
Taylor DeMarco got engaged to Kody Sargent ’17.

2019
Rayna Cooper is coordinator of VIP hospitality at Madison
Square Garden Entertainment Corp.

2021
In September 2021, several alumni gathered for the wedding
of Will McGuire ’15 and Cayla Kelemen ’15. Pictured are
Jennifer Wunsch ’15, Jessica Mazza ’17, Paul Segal ’15,
Samantha Schanzer ’15, Julianne Mayne ’15, Austin
Hunt ’14, Paige Kelly ’15, John Pugh ’15, and Charles
Sweeney ’15. Not pictured is Lauren Hichak ’18.

Join Our Book Club!
In this online community, alumni connect
with each other to read and discuss books
on a range of topics, as well as membersubmitted recommendations. There is no
cost to participate — you just have to get a
copy of the book to enjoy.
Join us for our next book selection:
The Push by Ashley Audrain.
How it works
The book club connects through a private
online forum where members can discuss
the current book and network with each
other. The group spends about two months
on each book, so you’ll have plenty of time
to read.
Why should you join?
1) Connect and network with your peers.
2) Be part of a lifelong learning
community.
3) Reading is good for you!

2010
Michelle Pietrafitta is back touring in the Northwest United
States. In August 2021, she released her first, self-titled, album
with Banshee Tree.

2012
Aaron Fishkin joined Block, O’Toole & Murphy LLP as an
associate attorney.
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A few members of the Class of 2021 enjoyed a small gettogether with their Red’s Party Pack. Pictured are Marisa
DeForest, Shea Kahlon, and Jordan Condon.

www.pbc.guru/Oneonta
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In Memoriam
Helen Punky Griggs ’42, July 6,
2021. She served as president of many
volunteer organizations, including the
Green Bay Service League and Church
Women United of Brown County,
Wis. As a Girl Scout leader, Griggs
inspired many young women. She was
a member of the P.E.O. Sisterhood
for 60 years and helped organize
Chapter DF in Sturgeon Bay, Wis.
In retirement, Griggs continued her
leadership through Valley Presbyterian
Church, where she was an elder, chair
of the Pastoral Care Committee, and
co-founder of the Stephen Ministry
program.
Shirley Daniel Schimmelfing ’45,
March 11, 2021. She loved to sew and
made most of her own clothes, dresses
for her daughter and grandaughters,
and many doll clothes. Schimmelfing
was always knitting or doing counted
cross-stitch — her countless children’s
sweaters are worn all over the country.
Teaching, especially fourth-graders,
and sharing her love of needle arts with
others were two of her lifelong joys.
Robert Smith ’50, Sept. 26, 2021.
He served with the Fourth Infantry
Division in the European Theater of
Operations during World War II and
participated in the D-Day invasion of
Normandy, France. Smith was awarded
the Combat Infantry Badge, the Purple
Heart, the Bronze Star, and a Citation
from the General Council of France. At
the conclusion of his military service,
he enrolled at SUNY Oneonta, where
he earned BS and MS degrees. He had
a natural gift for teaching and fond
memories of many of his students.

a guide at Bruton Parish Church in
Williamsburg.

joy in life was traveling to spend time
with her children and their families.

Brunswick, Ga. Varnadoe also became
a licensed yoga instructor.

Communities and Visions Federal
Credit Union.

Faculty & Friends

Jane Cole Brown ’56, Oct. 5, 2021. She
was with Rochester Gas and Electric
until 1958. After raising her children,
Brown worked for several years as a
substitute teacher for various schools
in Rensselaer County, N.Y. In 1988, she
and her husband, Cliff, bought the Miss
Albany Diner, which they ran for the
next 23 years, winning many awards.
Brown also became a voice-over artist
and appeared as an extra in several
film productions. She was a member of
Alpha Sigma Beta sorority.

Patrick Moylan ’63, April 13, 2021. He
taught history at Ilion High School
in Ilion, N.Y. He retired to care for his
wife after she was diagnosed with
Parkinson’s disease, but they both
remained active and were advocates
for Parkinson’s treatment and research.
They both participated in local theatre,
where he directed and acted. They
created and performed shows that
explained what living with Parkinson’s
is like.

Henry “Hank” Mullins ’73, July
18, 2021. He was dedicated to the
science of oceans and lakes and was
happiest on or in the water. Mullins
taught for many years in Syracuse
University’s Department of Earth
and Environmental Sciences and was
honored with the William Wasserstrom
Prize for Excellence in Graduate
Teaching in 1997. He also received
the Geological Society of America’s
Distinguished Service Award in 1995.
Mullins was editor-in-chief of the
journal Geology from 1990-95 and
strongly influenced the publication of
global scientific discoveries.

Robert Montgomery ’79, July 19,
2021. Montgomery was a computer
programmer for the New York State
Department of Taxation and Finance
until retiring in 2015. He was a collector
of memorabilia and an avid New York
Giants and New York Yankees fan.

Craig Bielert, July 31, 2021. A professor
of psychology and adjunct professor
of anthropology, Bielert joined the
College in 1986. Outside the classroom,
he was chair of the Department of
Psychology and a member of the
Faculty Senate, served on numerous
campus-wide committees, and advised
many students.

Ednamae Dubonnet ’56, June 10, 2021.
She was an elementary school teacher
in the Rome (N.Y.) City School District
for over 30 years.
Esther Rodriguez Ricker ’56, Aug. 8,
2021. She was a retired kindergarten
teacher in the Southampton Union Free
School District in Southampton, N.Y.
Barbara Sadenwater Ambrose ’57,
April 20, 2021. She was a retired teacher
for Rhinebeck (N.Y.) Central School
District.
Lynn Sandstrom ’60, Sept. 7,
2021. Sandstrom was proud of her
association with Oneonta and the fine
education she received. She continued
to speak highly of Oneonta, likely
influencing many young people to
consider both a career in education and
Oneonta the place to earn an education
degree. Over the years, she was a major
supporter of her alma mater.

Mary Walsh Yarusso ’66, June
30, 2021. An Alumni of Distinction
Honoree, she earned inclusion in Who’s
Who Among America’s Teachers in
2002 and 2005 for her dedication to
teaching. Upon her retirement, Yarusso
volunteered for several organizations.
In recognition of her years of service
to others, she was awarded the 2013
Community Service Award by the New
York State Union of Teachers.
James Colavito ’70, Sept. 22, 2021.
He served in the U.S. Air Force and
was honorably discharged as a first
lieutenant. His journey in education
began as an elementary school
teacher in 1972. Colavito later became
an elementary and middle school
principal, assistant superintendent of
schools, and founding director of Duke
Middle School in Durham, N.C. After
retiring, he went on to teach gifted
students in his local school district and
blended his two passions, teaching and
sailing, for children in Oriental, N.C.
Lenore Davis Schiavelli ’70, Oct. 21,
2020. She was retired as municipal
clerk for the city of Englewood, N.J.

Doris Helmer Triola ’52, Sept. 10,
2021. She served 33 years as a teacher
and counselor in the Clinton School
District in Utica, N.Y. After retiring in
1985, she became a Stephen Leader
and minister at the Central Methodist
Church, a position she held for 10
years.

Nancy Wheater Sanborn ’61, July
28, 2021. Sanborn was an educator
in Chesterfield County (Va.) Public
Schools from 1977-2005, serving as an
elementary school teacher, reading
specialist, and assistant principal. She
maintained a lifelong love of travel,
taking many camping trips with her
family, including a 65-day crosscountry trip. Sanborn served many
volunteer organizations, including
the Sycamore Women’s Club and the
Gamma Psi Chapter of the Delta Kappa
Gamma Society for Women Educators,
of which she was a founding member
and past president.

David Olsen ’53, July 20, 2020. A
native of Glen Head, N.Y., he was a
teacher and administrator in the North
Shore (N.Y.) School District for 30
years. After retiring in 1987, he moved
with his wife to Virginia, where he
enjoyed sharing his love of history as

Judith Becker Staffo ’62, Aug. 22,
2021. Staffo taught elementary and
high school for 32 years and enjoyed
teaching Sunday school at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Herkimer, N.Y.
After she retired in 2001, her greatest

Marjorie Pitman Varnadoe ’71, Sept.
25, 2021. She was a teacher, education
specialist, and assistant principal
and concluded her career as assistant
superintendent of human resources for
the Glynn County School System in

Virginia “Ginny” Hull Armstrong ’51,
July 11, 2021. She was a teacher at Hyde
Park Central Schools in Hyde Park, N.Y.
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Linda Doran Buck ’71, April 13, 2021.
She taught middle school and high
school for many years and was a
member of Seneca County Teachers
and Educators of New York. Buck was
also a member of the Section 5 Finger
Lakes Volleyball Association, serving
as a referee and secretary/treasurer.
Frank McGowan ’71, July 6, 2021. He
had a long career as a freelance writer
for newspapers and magazines, writing
primarily about space and science.

Kathleen Glenn Dewey ’74, Oct. 6,
2021. She was a teacher in the Saratoga
Springs (N.Y.) City School District for
35 years.
Marilyn O’Neill Kerwin ’74, July 22,
2021. She was a guidance counselor at
Corcoran High School in Syracuse, N.Y.,
and president of the PTO for Roberts
Elementary School in Syracuse.
Linda Pantaleo Diorio ’75, Nov.
20, 2020. She was active in her
Farmingdale, N.Y., community.
Linda Zuckerman Kellner ’75, April
14, 2020. Kellner was a Spanish teacher,
department chairperson, and assistant
principal at Baldwin High School in
Baldwin, N.Y. She was named 2006
New York State Assistant Principal
of the Year. Upon her retirement from
Baldwin, Kellner became an adjunct
professor at Molloy College and St.
John’s University.
Jeffrey Cusick ’76, Aug. 24, 2021.
Cusick had a decorated military career
after joining the U.S. Navy in 1980.
He was stationed for many years in
Charleston, S.C., aboard the USS Von
Steuben as a strategic weapons officer.
Cusick later moved to the U.S. Naval
Reserve and retired as a commander in
1997.
Paul Parker ’76, July 4, 2021. Parker
ran the C&P Coin Shop in Sidney,
N.Y., and an ice cream truck for K&D
Vending; was an accountant at SUNY
Oneonta; and served as director of
financial aid at SUNY Cobleskill. He
worked for 37 years for the Research
Foundation of the State University of
New York at Binghamton University.
He was a member of the Southern
Tier High Technology Incubator and
a board member of Good Shepherd

Jane Rosenbaum ’80, July 17, 2021.
She was a retired human resources
manager for Barbizon Lighting Co.
Richard Johnsen ’81, Feb. 27, 2020.
Johnsen worked for Andersen
Consulting and Omnipoint
Technology, where he was a pioneer
in developing wireless phones. After
leaving the IT industry, he realized
his passions for teaching and real
estate. Johnsen became an adjunct
professor at the County College of
Morris (N.J.), where he taught business
and computer classes, and a realtor at
Weichert and then Coldwell Banker.
Ronald Tweedie ’81, Sept. 20, 2021. He
was a retired teacher for Margaretville
(N.Y.) Central School.
Peter Arvidson ’85, April 3, 2021. After
earning an MFA at the University at
Buffalo, Arvidson pursued a career
as an artist, living and working
in Cambridge, Mass. His work is
represented by the Rice Polak Gallery
in Provincetown, Mass., and the
Inclusions Gallery in San Francisco.
Amy Verrigni ’97, Sept. 6, 2021. She
was a special education teacher,
specializing in English, at the Southern
Adirondack BOCES in Hudson Falls,
N.Y., for 20 years.
Nancy Zook-Schmitz ’97, Sept. 10,
2021. She was a communicant of
St. John’s Church and a member
of the Town of Vienna Democratic
Committee.
Mark Rock ’99, Aug 2, 2021. Rock
played four years on the Peru (N.Y.)
Central School football team and later
with the semi-pro Plattsburgh North
Stars. He also wrestled throughout
high school and college, finishing his
wrestling career as captain at SUNY
Oneonta his senior year. He worked
for 20 years in retail sales for Pyramid
Corp.

Edith Gleussner, Sept. 14, 2021. In 1983,
she became a cashier for the College’s
food services. Upon her retirement
25 years later, she moved to Saratoga
Springs, N.Y.
Patricia Gourlay, Aug. 19, 2021. She
was a lifelong teacher, researcher,
and writer. Gourlay was a professor of
English at SUNY Oneonta from 19632003. Following her retirement, she
offered classes on Shakespeare at the
Center for Continuing Adult Learning
well into her 90s.
Paula Hickey, Sept. 19, 2021. She was
manager of Academic Computer
Services at SUNY Oneonta, retiring in
2011.
Wayne Kniskern, Aug. 21, 2021. He
worked in the custodial department at
SUNY Oneonta.
Robert Moynihan, July 23, 2021. He
taught English literature at SUNY
Oneonta for over 40 years. His writings
were published widely, from local
newspapers to The New York Times.
Moynihan was a dedicated classical
pianist and a committed supporter of
the arts.
Rosemary Thomas, Sept. 14, 2021.
She served four years in the U.S. Air
Force and attained the rank of master
sergeant, working on a flight simulator.
She later joined SUNY Oneonta as an
executive assistant until retiring in
2018.
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Alumni Profile
Scott ’84 and Marcy ’83 Salmirs

Their Life Together
Began With a Suitcase

When Scott ’84 and Marcy Salmirs ’83 celebrate their
anniversary each year, it’s the anniversary of when they
started dating at SUNY Oneonta, not their wedding. “We
literally don’t celebrate our wedding anniversary,” Scott
says with a laugh.
They met the first day of their freshman year, when
Marcy’s father asked if he could pass her suitcase
through Scott’s ground-floor window to move it into her
room across the hall. As hall mates in Ford, they spent
time together and became fast friends. “We were both
pretty homesick, and we just hit it off,” Marcy says. On
Oct. 25, 1980, they started dating. “And that was it.”
Both were business-economics majors. “Marcy and I
were in a lot of the same classes,” Scott says, recalling
one professor, David Ring, “who took something as
esoteric as economics and turned it into practical, reallife applications.” His impact on the couple was so great
that “when we learned 35 years after graduating that
he had created an endowed scholarship (the George F.
Ring Jr. and Ellen Smith Ring Scholarship) named for
his parents, we made a five-year commitment to increase
the principal of the scholarship.”
Scott was in the 3-2 program and continued his studies
at Binghamton University, where he earned an MBA in
finance. Marcy graduated a semester early, in December
1983, following a summer internship at an advertising
agency that provided a semester’s worth of credit.
The couple got engaged a year later, married in 1986,
and had two children.
Scott spent more than 20 years in corporate real estate,
holding leadership positions and managing building
portfolios for CBRE, Goldman Sachs, and Lehman
Brothers. In 2003, he joined ABM Industries, a leading
provider of facility solutions. After serving 12 years as
executive vice president, he was named president and
CEO in 2015.
Marcy worked for several years in advertising,
marketing, and sales promotion.
“Whenever we return to campus — and we go up quite
often — it feels like going home,” she says. “I think of
Oneonta in a very warm, loving way. It was a wonderful
environment — both academically and socially. And I
met Scott there, which was the greatest thing that could
possibly have happened to me.”
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Two other family members are proud Red Dragons:
Scott’s sister, Alison Salmirs Clinard ’92, a special
education teacher on Long Island, and their nephew
Justin Harris ’13, a sales consultant for Georgia-Pacific.
“We have this family engagement with the College, and
it’s so much fun,” Scott says.
That engagement takes many forms. In addition to
providing “untold numbers of students” with internships
and employing SUNY Oneonta alumni, Scott
participates in Backpacks to Briefcases, is a member of
the Business Advisory Council, and conducts résumé
and interviewing workshops for students.
The Salmirs are members of the 1889 Society and have
supported scholarships, the Student Emergency Fund,
student trips to the Federal Reserve Challenge, and the
Fund for Oneonta. “Where the school needs funding, we
try to chip in whenever we can,” Scott says.
He is a 2016 Alumni of Distinction honoree and in 2019
received the Beta Gamma Sigma Business Achievement
Award.
The Salmirs’ philanthropic endeavors are not limited
to SUNY Oneonta. They are founders of Donate Eight,
a nonprofit organization that galvanizes members of
New York City’s real estate, building management, and
building service community around the need for organ
donations in New York state. Its annual fundraiser, in
support of the LiveOnNY Foundation, is a spring gala
that Marcy coordinates at Gotham Hall. (This year’s
event, held virtually, featured six-time Tony Award
winner Audra McDonald.) To date, Donate Eight has
raised $7 million. In 2016, Scott received the United
Hospital Fund’s Distinguished Community Service
Award in recognition of his efforts.
Additionally, Scott serves on the board of the Outreach
Project, a nonprofit that fights substance abuse among
adolescents. And Marcy runs a program for the Mercy
Center that delivers groceries to needy families in the
South Bronx.
“When you have a strong sense of community, like the
one we found at Oneonta, you recognize the importance
of community and do everything you can to support it,”
Marcy says.
Scott concurs. “For us, it’s all about experiences and
community connections.”
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