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(Front row) Katherine
Figueroa ’22 and (back row,
from left) Lili Sturge ’22,
Theresa McGovern ’22, and
Emily Schnapp ’22 are among
the pre-health students
working as medical scribes at
A.O. Fox Hospital.

From Netzer 301
Spring 2022 has been full of opportunities for
me to get deeply acquainted with the campus
and our College community. I have focused
on learning the campus culture, gathering
information about how various people and
groups envision the College’s future, and
listening to ideas about how SUNY Oneonta
can continue to best serve its students.
During the first six weeks of the semester,
I hosted 15 institutional planning dialogue
sessions that were attended by hundreds of
students, faculty, and staff. Collectively, we had
important conversations about the challenges
facing our College and the opportunities
available to strengthen the institution and
position it for further success in the years to
come.

Alberto J.F. Cardelle
President
SUNY Oneonta

Based on feedback received during these
sessions, an agenda was developed that will
guide our institutional focus and actions for
the next 18-24 months. This agenda can be
found at suny.oneonta.edu/office-president,
and all members of the SUNY Oneonta
community are encouraged to review it and
commit to act and contribute in ways that
will positively impact the College and all our
stakeholders.
A key point in the agenda is strengthening
the College’s commitment to experiential
learning and making it a signature distinction
of a SUNY Oneonta education. We expect
that a robust experiential learning program
will increase retention, as students will not
only engage in applied learning activities but
will do so in a variety of settings and during
several instances throughout their collegiate
career. The skills and practical experience
they gain will be proof of an enriching
education and will show future students
that SUNY Oneonta is a place where they
can apply what they learn in the classroom
to research, internships, international or
domestic travel, service projects, and more.
Our new Experiential Learning Center in the
Hunt College Union features the co-location
of offices — Career Development, Global
Education, Student Research and Creative
Activity, the Center for Social Responsibility
and Community, and the Office of
Sustainability — that will be key in supporting
this endeavor.
This focus on “learning by doing” will also
bolster the College’s local and regional role as
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an anchor institution. Recent conversations
with both internal and external stakeholders
brought to the forefront a strong desire for
the College to be a leading partner in local
cultural and economic development. Faculty
and students engaging in research and
scholarship; applied off-campus learning
opportunities; and institutional collaboration
with local government, businesses, and
human services organizations will augment
the College’s commitment to being a good
steward of place.
Opportunities for students to engage in
experiential learning are possible because of
the support from devoted alumni and donors.
You are a conduit for the many internships,
service-learning programs, and research
projects in which our students engage. Guest
speakers, panelists, internship hosts, and
participants in student-alumni networking
events (like Campus to Career programs)
are the engine that helps advance access to
experiential learning activities, while the
generosity of donors is the fuel that ensures
these valuable activities can occur.
I am amazed by the commitment of our
alumni and donors to ensuring that SUNY
Oneonta offers an exceptional education and
experience. Reaching the $25 million goal of
the Grow. Thrive. Live. fundraising campaign
18 months early is a clear example of that
incredible dedication. Thank you.
In 18-24 months, the College will be in a
stronger position to develop a full strategic
plan, and I am confident — especially after
the dialogue sessions — that we are prepared
to gain momentum and continue to move the
institution forward.
Thank you again for your support, and I
encourage you to continue to stay informed
about and involved in the future of our
College.
Sincerely,

Alberto J.F. Cardelle
President

From the Alumni Association
As my term as president of the SUNY
Oneonta Alumni Association ends, I finish
it the way I started — feeling grateful and
honored to have served you.
Like many of you, I can remember the
moment I fell in love with SUNY Oneonta.
That moment and the many amazing
experiences that followed changed my
life. As a first-generation college graduate,
I vowed that I would always pay my
opportunity forward however I could. After
years of being an engaged alumna, I had
the opportunity to become president of
the Alumni Association. I embraced this
chance to serve as another way to return
the gift I had been given.
Now, as my term concludes, I want
to share my gratitude for all we have
achieved together. Of our countless
accomplishments, I am most proud of our
increased use of digital platforms to stay
connected with alumni; the establishment
of the Association’s Inclusion, Diversity,
Equity, and Access Task Force; the creation
of the Alumni Association’s Statement
on Diversity; being part of the most
successful comprehensive campaign in
the College’s history, Grow. Thrive. Live.;
and the growth in programs that provide
networking opportunities for students and
alumni. However, the most rewarding part
of being Alumni Association president
was connecting with our vast network of
extremely talented and successful alumni.

This is not the end of the road for me;
I’ll continue to serve on committees,
volunteer, participate in alumni events, and
support our College in any way I can. It is
my honor to transition the presidency to
Drew McKay ’05, our Alumni Association
president-elect. His pride, energy, and
leadership will guide us through the next
two years. With his guidance, we’ll build on
our momentum to strengthen connections
with each other and with our alma mater.
The Alumni Association is your lifelong
connection to SUNY Oneonta. I invite
you to stay engaged and explore ways
to volunteer. Volunteering is a selfless
way to give back to the College while
reconnecting and networking with fellow
alumni and students. Another way to give
back is to invest in our students’ future.
To make a gift to SUNY Oneonta, visit
oneontaalumni.com/give.
My sincerest thanks to all members of the
Alumni Association Board of Directors, the
Office of Alumni Engagement, volunteers,
and everyone who served alongside us to
make a difference.

Christine
Warnquist ’71
Alumni Association
President

It has been an honor to serve you.
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Craig Lesser ’72,
with WONY
students

Across
THE QUAD

The Power of the Oneonta Alumni Network
Career-related programs continue to thrive on campus
with in-person and virtual events. To view many of these
programs, alumni are invited to visit our online event
library on the Red Dragon Network, oneontaalumni.com/
virtualevents.
The Economics Club hosted Life After Graduation panels,
with Cassandra Alexandre ’18, Serena Aridi ’19, Nick
Dillmann ’20, Christian Dunphy ’20, Tess Lyons ’20,
Anthony Messina ’19, Yohann Monpoeho ’20, Jennifer
Rushlow ’16, Olivia Treiling ’19, Melissa Voyer ’18, Brittany
Williams ’18, and Justin Whitney ’19.
Breanna O’Shea ’18 reflected on her experience with the
Backpacks to Briefcases program and how to use the advice
given to leverage your job search.
Associate professor Hugh Gallagher hosted six Physics and
Astronomy Career Seminars during the spring semester.
Mike Eramo ’08, Nick Juliano ’15, Russell Kastberg ’14,
Melissa Marry ’19, Michael Sander ’07, and Andreas
Stolzer ’18 spoke on how their experiences at Oneonta
shaped their careers.
Alumni of Distinction honoree Craig Lesser ’72 visited
campus and spoke to communications majors, student
leaders, members of WONY, and the Political Science Club.
One of his key takeaways was to enjoy every moment.
4
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The Pre-Health Club and pre-health program coordinator
Tami LaPilusa ’12 held two panels. The first, on the medical
and dental school application process, featured Nick
Brennan ’16, Taryn More ’18, Kemi Ogunmuko ’13, and
Mary Okoh ’14. The second, on physician assistant paths,
featured Megan Billert ’19, Dylan Collier ’20, and Sebastian
Godinez ’18.
30 under 30 honorees Kimmy Cushman ’17 and Alice
Maggiore ’10 returned to campus for Scholar’s Days
and spoke to prospective students on the importance of
experiential learning.
Drag’n Rolls (Drumline Club) hosted a virtual percussion
studio with Chris Oriani ’16 and Yolanda Sun ’13.
Mask and Hammer hosted a panel on finding jobs in theatre
after graduation. Kristen Goodwin ’19, Davy Marr ’12,
Lauren Mehling ’20, and Alex Perone ’06 detailed their
varied paths, along with one commonality — the need to
diversify your skill set.
Alumni of Distinction honoree Peter Butchen ’84 advised
business students to leverage not only their network but also
every conversation they have, as you never know where one
might lead.
Associate professor Wendy Lascell ’97 hosted Taylor
Held ’19 and Isabelle Legare ’19 in her environmental

Michael Sander ’07

sustainability course. Both noted that leadership
opportunities in and out of the classroom helped catapult
their careers.

The Sanford Society hosted Anthony Nichols ’15, a senior
programmer at SUNY Oneonta, who offered insight into the
computer science degree.

Alumni of Distinction honoree Scott Salmirs ’84 hosted a
collaborative Backpacks to Briefcases event with other alumni
from ABM Industries. Larry Pestana ’11, regional operations
director in Boston, and Stiven Espinoza-Hunter ’17 of the
sales, inventory, and operations planning department gave
advice on the importance of networking.

Assistant professor Charlene Foley-Deno hosted Ben
Schoolsky ’93, chief revenue officer for Consolidated
Technologies, at a career preparation seminar. Along with
advising on career preparedness, Schoolsky spoke on the
importance of exercise and health.

Dave Gaber ’09, managing partner of Arrow Search
Partners, enjoyed a Backpacks to Briefcases session. A
communications major, he continues to volunteer for this
program because he is a huge believer in the SUNY Oneonta
network. Accompanying him were Marco Ammirati ’20
and Jenna Vasilakopoulos ’20, who discussed their roles at
Arrow.

Associate professors Toke Knudsen and James Ruffo hosted
Rick Cleary ’78 at the mathematics, computer science, and
statistics department’s colloquium.
Eric Bedell ’08 gave the keynote address at the sociology
department’s annual banquet, speaking on how his SUNY
Oneonta degree aided his career.

SUNY Oneonta Recognized for Graduate Programs,
Sustainability Efforts
SUNY Oneonta made Abound’s list of 2021 Top Grad
Programs. Abound, a college guidance system for degreeseeking adults, selects schools based on factors that cover
the essential needs of nontraditional students — accessibility,
affordability, acceleration, and advancement. Also considered
are flexible classes and services, affordable courses, and a

range of quality programs and degrees that help students
advance in their field.
SUNY Oneonta was also listed in The Princeton Review Guide
to Green Colleges: 2022 Edition. The College was recognized
as an environmentally responsible school based on a review
of nearly 840 colleges and universities.
Spring 2022 | Reflections
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Illari Delgado ’15, doing lab
research

Biological Field Station Helps Calibrate Satellites
Kiyoko Yokota, associate professor of biology at the Biological
Field Station (BFS), took the lead on a data request from a
research team working with NASA to help calibrate the thermal
sensor of the newly launched Landsat 9 during the November
2021 “underfly” event, when the flight paths of Landsats 8 and
9 crossed over Otsego Lake. These satellites collect data on
optical and thermal characteristics of the Earth’s surface to
help scientists study the heat and moisture transfer processes
between the Earth and the atmosphere and apply the findings
toward more sustainable management of agriculture, water
resources, land use, etc.
Yokota, Lt. Col. Paul Lord ’74, and the BFS Volunteer Dive
Team (a scuba diving team of faculty, students, alumni, and
community members) pitched in to move and reconfigure the

Otsego Lake Continuous Lake Monitoring Buoy in preparation
for the satellites’ crossing over the lake.
The research team was able to
collect surface water temperature
data Nov. 14-15 as Landsats
8 and 9 made their pass over
Cooperstown. The closest
pass between Landsats 8 and
9 occurred during this period,
which gave NASA a prime
opportunity to calibrate the new
sensors on Landsat 9 against
those on Landsat 8.

Green Office Certification Project Helps Faculty and
Staff Improve Campus Sustainability

Green Office Certification, a new campuswide initiative
of the Office of Sustainability, provides SUNY Oneonta
employees with tools to support the College’s commitment to
sustainability by making small changes that can add up to a
big difference.
Participating offices or departments select commitments
in six categories: reducing office waste, purchasing, energy,
involvement, printing, and innovation. An employee serves
as a Green Office liaison, receiving tools and resources to
help their office integrate the commitments into regular work
behaviors.

Offices that receive Green Office Certification get a certificate
to display in their workplace, a digital logo for email
signatures and the office website, recognition on the Office
6
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of Sustainability’s website, and ongoing support to maintain
Green Office Certification.
For more information, visit
suny.oneonta.edu/sustainability/get-involved.

Ashley Germosen Rosa ’22,
a member of the iGEM team,
works in the lab.

iGEM Team Continues Successful Silver Streak
In November, the 12 student members of SUNY Oneonta’s
2021 iGEM team earned a silver medal at the International
Genetically Engineered Machine (iGEM) Giant Jamboree for
their project, SNflaPs.

informed breeding on small dairy farms. They competed
against 352 teams from more than three dozen countries. The
Oneonta team also earned a silver medal during the 2020
virtual iGEM competition.

In this multidisciplinary competition, team members work
together to create a solution to an everyday problem using
the tools of synthetic biology. In addition to engineering,
building, testing, and refining their system, teams must
consider the human and environmental aspects of their work
and produce a promotional video, a 20-minute presentation,
and a wiki documenting their work.

The iGEM Foundation is an independent, nonprofit
organization dedicated to the advancement of synthetic
biology, education and competition, and the development of
an open community and collaboration.

SUNY Oneonta’s team worked to produce a field-deployable
genetic testing system that could be used to support

More details about synthetic biology, iGEM, and the SUNY
Oneonta team can be found on the campus iGEM website,
suny.oneonta.edu/igem. The team’s project can be viewed on
its 2021 iGEM competition wiki page.

‘Poisoned City’ Author Recounts Gripping Story of
Flint Water Crisis
Author and reporter Anna Clark delivered the 2022 CornellGladstone-Hanlon-Kaufmann Lecture in Environmental
Education and Communication April 20, speaking on
“Anatomy of a Water Crisis.”
Clark is a reporter for ProPublica. Her book The Poisoned
City: Flint’s Water and the American Urban Tragedy
(Metropolitan Books, 2018) examines the poisoned water
crisis in Flint, Michigan, through the people who caused it,
suffered from it, and exposed it.
In April 2014, during a budget crisis, Flint changed its water
source from treated Detroit Water and Sewage Department
water, sourced from Lake Huron and the Detroit River, to the
Flint River. Officials failed to apply corrosion inhibitors to the
water, which resulted in lead from aging pipes leaching into

the water supply, exposing 100,000 residents to elevated lead
levels.
Complaints from Flint residents, mostly poor and African
American, were rebuffed and considered not credible. It took
18 months of activism by city residents and a band of dogged
outsiders to force the state to admit that the water was
poisonous. By then, 12 people had died, and Flint’s children
had suffered irreparable harm.
The Poisoned City received the Hillman Prize for Book
Journalism and the Rachel Carson Environment Book Award.
It was named one of the year’s best books by The Washington
Post, the San Francisco Chronicle, the New York Public
Library, and Audible.
Spring 2022 | Reflections
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Join In...

SUNY Oneonta’s Common Read, They
Called Us Enemy by George Takei, with the
SUNY Oneonta Alumni Book Club
Aug. 4 - Oct. 6.
SUNY Oneonta’s Common Read advances
diversity by encouraging students to
examine and better understand topics such
as equity, inclusion, and personal history
through many lenses.
The SUNY Oneonta Alumni Book Club
connects through a private online forum
where alumni members can discuss the
current book and network with each other.

SUNY
ONEONTA
ALUMNI
BOOK CLUB

8
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There is no cost to participate — you just
have to secure a copy of the book! Sign up
here today: pbc.guru/Oneonta.
Takei will visit the SUNY Oneonta campus
Oct. 24.
To learn more about the Common Read, visit
suny.oneonta.edu/diversity/common-read.

SUNY Oneonta students show
solidarity with the people of Ukraine.

Campus Community Shares Hope for
Peace in Ukraine

The week of March 6, the SUNY Oneonta community came
together to show solidarity with the people of Ukraine and
share hope for a peaceful and swift resolution to the Russian
invasion and resulting devastation.

Faculty members from SUNY Oneonta and Hartwick College
discussed the lead-up to the war and answered questions
during an online roundtable organized by the SUNY Oneonta
political science department and moderated by Brett Heindl,
associate professor of political science and department chair.

Library, chanting “No more war! Justice for Ukraine! Hey, hey,
ho, ho, Russian troops have got to go!”
“The students at SUNY Oneonta stand in solidarity with the
people of Ukraine,” said event organizer Katie Murphy ’23,
Student Association chair of external affairs. “The Student
Association and the Democracy Matters Club wanted to
show our support for the democratically elected government
of Ukraine and for the well-being and safety of the innocent
children and families who are now refugees.”

Titled Making Sense of the Unthinkable: A Roundtable
Discussion of the Russian Invasion of Ukraine, the event
included observations and analysis by five faculty members
with interdisciplinary expertise on issues related to the war
and personal experience in Eastern Europe.
More than 140 people joined the event. Faculty discussed
topics ranging from what the Russian government seeks to
gain to the role of Western, Russian, and Ukrainian media
during the conflict. Audience members posed questions on
the impact of targeted sanctions, what will happen if the
United States sends fighter jets to the region, and whether the
war will play a role in the future of the China-Taiwan conflict.
The following evening, about 40 students gathered in front
of the Instructional Resource Center wearing blue and yellow
and carrying signs with messages like “Peace for Ukraine”
and “Save Ukraine, Save Humanity.” They marched to the end
of the lower quad and circled back to gather in front of Milne

During a March 24 panel discussion, “The Pain You Cannot
Escape: Ukraine, the Ethics of War, and Ref-ugee Sanctuary,”
attendees heard from four Ukrainian professors — via Zoom —
about how their lives had been turned upside down. The event was
hosted by Achim Koeddermann, associate professor of philosophy,
and sponsored by the Oneonta Rotary Club, the Office of Global
Education, and the School of Liberal Arts and Business.
Spring 2022 | Reflections
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From left: Marco Sancimino, James Marci, Brianna Shaw,
Kaitlyn Smith, Bill Harcleroad, Abby Vesperman, Hannah Israel,
Caroline Reals, Lena Schorr

Activities Council Wins
National Award

The Activities Council (A/C) was named Programming
Organization of the Year at the Association for the Promotion
of Campus Activities national conference, held March 24-27 in
Hershey, Pennsylvania.
The award recognizes A/C for successfully pivoting programming
to remote to hybrid and then back to in-person while maintaining
high student engagement and satisfaction.
A/C provides Oneonta students with such large-scale
programming as comedy, concerts, films, multicultural lectures,
performing arts, and special events.

Desert Field Trip Hones
Students’ Mapping Skills
Seven SUNY Oneonta students made the most of winter break
during an adventurous field trip out West for their upper-level
course Field Geology of Plate Boundaries.

Professors Keith Brunstad (far left)
and Les Hasbargen (far right) led a
small group of students on a field trip to
Southern California to study the geology
along the San Andreas Fault.

The 13-day trip, led by associate professors Keith Brunstad and
Les Hasbargen, let students map rocks and geologic structures
associated with the plate boundary between the North American
and Pacific plates in Southern California, near Anza Borrego.
This is the location of the San Andreas Fault.
Amid the eroding mountains and expansive desert views,
students recorded geologic observations, took field notes
and sketches, created maps and geologic cross sections, and
presented summaries of their findings.
During their downtime, the students hiked, took in colorful
sunsets, cooked meals on an open fire under the stars, and camped in tents. They said the trip provided invaluable experience,
allowing them to use what they’d learned about geologic mapping in prior coursework in a real-world context, as well as see a
whole new part of the world.
10
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Professor Sven Anderson
addresses visitors at the
on-campus exhibition
What Can You Do With a
Degree in Art.

Beloved Art Professor,
Successful Alumni
Reconnect and Reflect
Through Group Exhibition

As a young man, Sven Anderson was unsure of what
he wanted to study, much less what he wanted to
do with the rest of his life. He started college as a
business major before being inextricably drawn to
art.
Years later, as an associate professor of digital
art at SUNY Oneonta, Anderson often attended
recruitment events where parents of prospective

students would ask him the question that he himself
had once pondered: “What can you do with an art
degree, anyway?”
After 30 years of mentoring students and watching
them progress in their careers, Anderson is
confident in his answer: With an art degree, you can
do almost anything. You can design shoes for Steve
Madden, create animations for famous video games
Spring 2022 | Reflections
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and Pixar films, even become Photoshop cover artist
of the year.
In November, dozens of Anderson’s former students
returned to campus for one night to celebrate
their mentor and the opening of his latest art
show, the group exhibition What Can You Do With
a Degree in Art. The show, which filled all three
campus galleries, featured Anderson’s artwork and
selections by more than 50 of his students.
“The exhibition really showed the diversity of
decisions, art forms, and perspectives that can
branch from one teacher and one degree,” says
gallery director Sarah Simpson. “It’s incredibly
inspiring to see the amazing things alumni have
gone on to accomplish with an art degree from
SUNY Oneonta, and we were so happy to welcome
many of them back to campus.”
So … What Can You Do With an Art Degree?
The alumni artists featured in Anderson’s exhibition
represent many different segments of the art world.
12
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After graduating from SUNY Oneonta, they went
on to become animators, art teachers, costume and
clothing designers, engineers, graphic designers,
photographers, software developers, tattoo artists,
teachers, visual effects artists for video games and
movies, and web designers, among other careers.
One of Anderson’s former students, David Stammel
’04, creates 3D art for video games; most recently,
he has worked on the Halo and Destiny series.
“The best part about being in Sven’s classroom
was the support,” Stammel recalled while visiting
campus for the show’s opening reception. “If you
told him you wanted to do or create something, he’d
believe in you and give you the runway to do it. It
was an incredibly supportive environment.”
Another former student, Kelly Christian ’14, is a
footwear designer for Steve Madden Kids. Christian,
whose shoe designs and sketches were included
in the gallery show, said Anderson was the reason
she chose SUNY Oneonta. Two important things
she learned from him, she said, are to “always look

at things in a different light” and “not take life so
seriously, enjoy it.”
“This applies to both my career and life in general,
and I think it’s an important aspect of my art degree
that’s stuck with me all these years,” Christian said.
“Yes, striving for success and working your tail off
are great qualities to have, but most importantly you
should have fun doing it. If you’re miserable doing
what you do, what’s the point? That’s how I’ve made
it to where I am today in my career, and I am forever
grateful for Sven’s advice.”
Even if students ultimately choose an unrelated
profession, the problem-solving and creativethinking skills learned as art majors continue to
benefit them.
“I think part of what has helped me succeed is the
creativity or out-of-the-box thinking I honed as an
art major,” said Kathleen Norman ’13, a nonprofit
executive who manages finance, marketing, and
public relations. “Having taken graphic design and
computer art classes, I’m able to help organizations

Digital paintings by Anna
Vanderpool ’18

Spring 2022 | Reflections

13

Annabelle Keene ’22 and model
in front of her photograph, The
Female Gaze (2021)

with branding and can easily add a more
professional look and aesthetic to projects. This has
elevated a lot of what I do and has made me more
marketable.”
‘They Went Away With Something That Changed
Their Life’
Anderson earned a BFA in printmaking at the
University of Hawaii at Manoa and an MFA in
printmaking at the Cranbrook Academy of Art in
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. He studied printmaking
with Stanley William Hayter at Atelier 17 in Paris.
After starting his teaching career in printmaking
at West Texas A&M University in 1991, Anderson
quickly realized that “computers could do a
much better job than hands.” With support from
administrators there and curiosity from students, he
got to work building one of the world’s first digital
art programs.
Originally from Long Beach, California, Anderson
has taught digital art at SUNY Oneonta since
14
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1997 and has sponsored numerous faculty/student
grants and independent studies. His interests
include printmaking, woodworking, and digital art.
Anderson’s work can be found in many collections
in the United States and Europe. In his spare time,
he serves as an assistant for Ansel Adams Gallery
Photography Workshops in Yosemite.
With retirement on the horizon, Anderson says
he wanted what could be his last art show at the
College to be “a big celebration of all the time I’ve
been here and all the students who have enriched
my life and taught me how to do a lot of these
things.”
“That’s what this exhibition is about — celebrating
all the things they have gone on to do. What I
hope people take away from this is, ‘Gosh darn, he
had a good time when he was here, his students
enjoyed themselves, his students learned something
valuable, and they went away with something that
changed their life.’”

Paper Hat Assembly, 1956

From left: Darren Chase, director of Milne Library; Sarah Rhodes ’10, reference and instruction
librarian; Mark Davies, dean of the School of Education, Human Ecology, and Sports Studies; Bharath
Ramkumar, assistant professor of human ecology; Daniel Stich, associate professor of biology; Tracy
Allen, dean of the School of Sciences; Susan Goodier, assistant professor of history; Richard Lee ’80,
provost and vice president for academic affairs; Elizabeth Dunn, dean of the School of Liberal Arts
and Business; and Alejandra Escudero, lecturer in foreign languages and literatures

Community of Scholars
Celebrates Scholarly, Creative
Endeavors of Faculty

Four faculty were recognized as Scholars of the
Year and a fifth was presented with the Award for
Innovative Pedagogy at the annual Community of
Scholars (COS) event Nov. 16. COS honors faculty
scholarly and creative productivity by recognizing
publications (books, book chapters, peer-reviewed
journal articles, and creative/other published works);
professional contributions to the arts; and external
grant awards.
“Reflective public scholarship is central to faculty life
— and the continual reinvigoration of the intellectual
spirit of our community,” says Provost Richard E.
Lee ’80. “There can be no sharing of experiential
opportunities for our students without supporting a
true Community of Scholars.”
The annual COS recognition is based on faculty
scholarly activity for the prior fiscal year (July 1,
Spring 2022 | Reflections

15

Susan
Goodier

Bharath
Ramkumar

Daniel
Stich

Sarah
Rhodes ’10

Alejandra
Escudero

2020–June 30, 2021, for the most recent honorees)
as reported on the annual Faculty Activity Reports.
The Deans Council selects Scholars of the Year
from the full listing of COS activities.

Also honored at the event was Alejandra Escudero,
lecturer in foreign languages and literatures in the
School of Liberal Arts and Business, who received
the Innovative Pedagogy Award.

Honored at the COS event were:

In addition, 56 faculty members were cited for
authoring books, book chapters, peer-reviewed
journal articles, and other published works; 17
for professionally recognized music and theatre
contributions and juried art exhibits; and 14 for
externally funded awards.

• Susan Goodier, assistant professor of history,
as School of Liberal Arts and Business Scholar
of the Year
• Bharath Ramkumar, assistant professor of
human ecology, as School of Education,
Human Ecology, and Sports Studies Scholar of
the Year
• Sarah Rhodes ’10, reference and instruction
librarian, as Milne Library Scholar of the Year
• Daniel Stich, associate professor of biology, as
School of Sciences Scholar of the Year
16
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The full list of faculty and their work can be found
on the Grants Development Office website,
suny.oneonta.edu/grants-development-office.

Fund for Oneonta:
A Game Changer

Programs supported by the Fund for Oneonta enhance
every student’s experience.
They help students avoid excessive loan debt,
participate in critical experiential learning, and
graduate ready to succeed in their personal and
professional lives.

The program is followed by a dinner (with Brooks’ BBQ
chicken, of course!), attended by students and alumni
along with department faculty and emeriti faculty.
“The Fund for Oneonta is a game changer for us,” Fall
says. “If we didn’t have EAS Majors’ Night, I’m not sure
our students would be as successful.”

And they connect students with alumni, helping them
build their professional network before they graduate.

Can you imagine how you might have benefited from
such a program?

One such offering: Earth and Atmospheric Sciences
(EAS) Majors’ Night, an annual networking event
that involves alumni from each of the department’s
programs (Earth science, geology, and meteorology).
Alumni are arranged at 10 tables, and students rotate
among them in a process similar to speed dating.

Gifts to the Fund are particularly valuable because
they’re unrestricted — they allow the College to allocate
resources where they’re needed most.

In their discussions with alumni, students learn what
various fields are like, what jobs are available, whether
to pursue graduate study.
“We bring in alumni at different stages of their career,”
says Leigh Fall, associate professor of paleontology and
geology and chair of the EAS department. “It’s really
broad-based and set up so that students learn how to
network. We encourage them to talk to as many alumni
as possible.”
“We have such great alumni,” she says, “and they want
to help. They have such a significant impact on our
students, and the students appreciate it so very much.”

And you recognize that — as evidenced by your
support of the Fund in the PoweRED by You challenge.
Your commitment enabled us to raise over $223,000,
bringing the current FY 2022 total to over $3.55 million.
If you can, I encourage you to make a gift to the
Fund by June 30. Either scan the QR code or go to
oneontaalumni.com/give.

Daren Rylewicz ’93,
Chair, Fund for Oneonta
Spring 2022 | Reflections
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GROW.
THRIVE.
LIVE.
THE FUTURE
OF SUNY ONEONTA

Campaign Co-Chairs
Campaign co-chairs
Linda
and
McCann
Linda
’76’76
and
PatPat
’75’75
McCann

Campaign Exceeds Goal,
Expands Focus

103%.

Let that figure sink in for a moment. Savor it.
Because you made it possible.
As of April 22, with over a year still to go in the
Grow. Thrive. Live. campaign, we have raised $25.8
million — 103% of the $25 million goal.

It’s an achievement made possible by thousands of
donors from throughout the College community —
alumni, faculty, staff, students, parents, members
of the Alumni Board, the Foundation Board, the
1889 Society. To each and every one of you, we say:
Thank you!
We had feared the pandemic might negatively
impact fundraising. In fact, it did the opposite: It
energized people to step up and make a difference

New Goals

23%

12%

FULLY ENDOW OUR STUDENT
EMERGENCY FUND WITH
$1 MILLION

(
18

$228,000
AS OF APRIL 1, 2022

)
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ESTABLISH AT LEAST
25 NEW ENDOWED
SCHOLARSHIP AND STUDENT
SUPPORT FUNDS

( SINCE3 ESTABLISHED
JANUARY 1, 2022 )

CONTINUE RAISING GIFTS
FOR THE UNRESTRICTED
PORTION OF OUR
COLLEGE’S ENDOWMENT

$209,000
( SINCEOVER
JANUARY 1, 2022 )

in the lives of our students and our College.
This is a big deal, and we will be celebrating (in
person!) soon. Stay tuned for details.
But we’re not done yet — not even close!
In announcing new goals for the campaign in
February, President Cardelle reminded us of the
need to keep an Oneonta education affordable,
accessible, and inclusive.
Over the next year, we will work to:
• Raise $1 million to fully endow the Student
Emergency Fund, which would allow the College to
spend $50,000 a year to meet students’ unanticipated
needs. To date, over $228,000 has been raised toward
this goal.

student research and creative activities, internships,
and other programs, along with addressing the
College’s most pressing needs. Since January, over
$209,000 has been raised toward this goal.
We’re so grateful for your continued generosity,
which has allowed us to not only meet our initial
stretch goal but also establish new ones.
To all who gave during the PoweRED by You
challenge: Thank you for supporting the College and
our students! And if you weren’t able to donate then
(or even if you were), please consider making a gift
by June 30. Simply scan the QR code or go to
suny.oneonta.edu/growthrivelive.

• Establish at least 25 endowed scholarships or
student support funds to aid student recruitment.
Three new funds have been created since January.
• Grow the unrestricted portion of the College’s
endowment, which supports faculty development,

State University College at Oneonta Foundation Corporation

This is our legal name, and it is important that this name be used in wills, retirement plans, life insurance policies, and all
other estate planning documents that name the College as a beneficiary of a gift or bequest. For more information about
how you can give to SUNY Oneonta now or in the future, please contact:

Jill Mirabito
Paul J. Adamo ’81
Tim Hayes
Benjamin Wendrow ’08
Vice President for
Senior Advancement Officer Director of Gift Planning
Director of Development
jill.mirabito@oneonta.edu
College Advancement
and Donor Relations
tim.hayes@oneonta.edu
paul.adamo@oneonta.edu
benjamin.wendrow@oneonta.edu
Division of College Advancement
308 Netzer Administration Building
SUNY Oneonta | Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: 607-436-2535 | Fax: 607-436-2686
www.oneonta.edu/advancement
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Students presenting research projects
during the SRCA Showcase

Students Explore

Scientific, Societal, Sustainable
Topics in SRCA Showcase

Undergraduate and graduate students representing
multiple academic disciplines presented 90
scholarly and creative projects to the campus
and greater community April 14 and 15 as part of
the annual Student Research & Creative Activity
(SRCA) Showcase. Students presented in four
sessions — two virtual and two in-person at Morris
Conference Center, marking the event’s return to
campus after being entirely virtual in 2020 and 2021
due to the pandemic.
This year’s projects represented the work of 128
student authors with 54 faculty mentors. Many
projects were undertaken by a single student;
others were created by a pair of students or student
teams with as many as 10 co-authors. A number of
students took part in multiple projects.
To launch the event, Kewulay Kamara ’75
delivered the keynote address, “Back to the Future:
20
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SRCA keynote speaker
Kewulay Kamara ’75

Storytelling in the Era of Communication and
Information Technology.” Kamara is a poet and
multimedia storyteller who lectured for 25 years
at the City University of New York. He is a Future
Literacy Scholar at the University of Makeni,
Sierra Leone, and serves on the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization’s
Steering Committee on Foresight.
Kamara is founder/director of Badenya Inc., an
African arts-presenting organization that in 2007
established the Dankawalie Secondary School in
Dankawalie, a remote, rural village of 3,500 people
in Sierra Leone. He is also founder of Lasiray Energy
and Communications, which is currently engaged in
electrification of Sierra Leone’s Koinadugu/Falaba
districts.
“I am a foresight storyteller who brings his
tradition of storytelling to sustainability research
and practice,” Kamara says. “This approach
is salient in our era of communication and
information technology because it emphasizes the
transformative quality of storytelling, which is an
ancient perspective.”

burial without the use of embalming fluid, an
unsustainable container, or a grave liner. A hybrid
method embraces a blend of both green and
traditional burials. And conservation organizations
offer and apply conservation management plans.
For her project, Yettru used public data to create
GIS maps of nine green burial cemeteries in New
York state. The most popular are natural, although
some hybrid cemeteries also exist. In addition to her
presentation poster, Yettru created an infographic,
Facts on Green Burials, describing a green burial
and its different types, the differences between
traditional and green burials, and a cost comparison
of the elements of each.
Through her SRCA experience, Yettru learned
that “if you plan out your work and give yourself
enough time for breaks, [a semester-long research
project] isn’t too overwhelming. Sharing steps
of the research project and its status with Dr.
[Wendy] Lascell ’97 and my peers allowed me to
communicate more, make friends, and improve.
I also increased my public speaking and writing
skills.”

SRCA Showcase students examined many diverse
topics. Among them: the short-term economic
impact of tapping the U.S. Strategic Petroleum
Reserve; developing a life skill and sport curriculum
for girls; using art to advocate for equitable voting
rights; anti-vaxxer online communities and the
propagation of COVID-19 conspiracy theories;
scanning electron microscopy of parasites in fish;
environmental injustice of air quality in Detroit; and
inclusive and multi-sensory activities at a school for
children and young adults with Down syndrome and
developmental disabilities.
Better burial alternatives for the environment
Abby Yettru ’22 will graduate in May with a BS
in environmental sustainability and geography.
Her project, Green Burials: A Sustainable Afterlife,
was designed to raise public awareness about
environmentally friendly alternatives for managing
human remains.
As Yettru reports, green burials can take many
forms. Home burials are on private residential
property. The “natural” method allows full body
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continue to meet following the invention of the
automobile.” And it uses “images and objects to tell
the Black motorist’s story throughout Chenango
County, poses perspective-style questions to
audiences, and encourages conversations about
mobility and race.”
In addition to being part of the SRCA Showcase,
the exhibition will be on display at the Chenango
County Historical Society in Norwich, New
York. The students hope to have all the materials
completed and installed in time for the Juneteenth
holiday on June 19.

How automobiles changed the lives of African
Americans
Black Mobility in Chenango County is an exhibition
by graduate students Sydney Baker ’22, Carlene
Bermann ’22, Nick DelDuca ’22, Hannah
Deschenes ’22, David Gain ’22, Antonella
Mastroianni ’22, Meg McGee ’22, David Rush ’22,
Collin Sovie ’22, and Thaddeus Booth Trudo ’22.
The invention of the automobile changed life in
America, offering newfound mobility and a sense
of freedom and opportunity. For African Americans
— whose movements had been restricted by Jim
Crow laws and segregationists and who had relied
on public transit, long a symbol of divisiveness and
demeaning to Black passengers — the impact was
especially profound. While they experienced new
independence traveling by car, Blacks who drove
into unfamiliar towns or roadside businesses could
still be refused service, or worse.
In creating their exhibition, the Black Mobility team
followed the research of Gretchen Sorin, SUNY
Distinguished Service Professor and director of
SUNY Oneonta’s Cooperstown Graduate Program
in Museum Studies, and her book Driving While
Black: African American Travel and the Road to
Civil Rights (W.W. Norton & Co., 2020). Sorin was the
team’s faculty sponsor.
According to the students’ project abstract, the
exhibition “seeks to uncover the systematic struggle
for independence that Black Americans faced and
22
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“The folks at the Chenango County Historical
Society are really excited about engaging local
audiences in the history of mobility regarding
race, which is a topic that’s relatively untouched
in upstate New York,” says team member Hannah
Deschenes. “We want to expand the conversation
about race and mobility in Chenango.”
“We hope that audiences will have a chance to
learn about the invention of the automobile and the
opportunities for travel its industrialization brought
forth to Americans,” says team member David Rush.
“More importantly, we want audiences to take away
an understanding of the relationship between race
and mobility in the 20th century.”
Information on all the student projects can be found
at suny.oneonta.edu/grants-development-office/
student-research-creative-activity-showcase.

Alumni Weekend
June 10-12, 2022

Alumni Weekend is open to all Red Dragons. This year, we’re more excited than ever to
welcome you back to the place you once called home!

We still have your
favorite events!
• Alumni Celebration Breakfast
• Alumni Golf Tournament
• Cans ’n Clams Picnic
• Red Dragon BBQ
• Bon Voyage Champagne Breakfast
And lots more!

And we’ve added new
ones, too!
• Drag ’n Bingo
• Drag ’n Go Lunch
• Red Dragon Cornhole Tournament
• Sunset Toast: A Celebration of Love

We have a lot to
celebrate, including:
• 2020 and 2021 Alumni of Distinction honorees
• 2021 Athletic Hall of Fame inductees
• 2022 Alumni Association Award winners
• Alumni volunteers
• Milestone classes from 1970-72

We’ve missed our Red Dragon family, and we can’t wait to celebrate together! Register now
at oneontaalumni.com/alumniweekend2022, and we’ll see you in June!
Spring 2022 | Reflections
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Caption to come
From left: Tami LaPilusa ’12, pre-health professions program
coordinator, with medical scribe students Emily Schnapp ’22,
Theresa McGovern ’22, Lili Sturge ’22, and Katherine Figueroa ’22

Scribing Their Way
to Success

Through a program at A.O. Fox Hospital in Oneonta,
pre-health students apply what they have learned in
their coursework by working as medical scribes. The
collaboration is one that uniquely benefits both the
College and the hospital, attesting to the power of
applied or “experiential” learning — a type of learning
prioritized by SUNY Oneonta — and the mutual value
of community partnerships.
The program, which allows pre-health students to
earn clinical hours needed for admission to graduate
programs, is believed to be the first scribe partnership
between baccalaureate institutions (SUNY Oneonta
and Hartwick College) and a health care facility.
As medical scribes, students attend patient
examinations, take notes in a software system designed
for hospitals, and enter those notes into patients’
medical records. “In effect, they serve as a personal
assistant to physicians working in the Emergency
Department (ED),” says Jennifer Schuman, executive
24
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assistant at the Bassett Healthcare Network and
director of the medical scribe program.
Now in its fourth year, “the program has been what we
hoped from the get-go,” says Eileen Morgan-Zayachek,
associate provost of academic programs, who
developed it with Jeffrey Heilveil, professor of biology,
and Alumni of Distinction honoree Dr. Reginald Q.
Knight ’74, senior vice president and chief physician
executive for the Bassett Healthcare Network. “Prehealth students get the hospital experience they need
and benefit from mentorship by A.O. Fox doctors, who
write recommendation letters for the students’ graduate
admissions applications. And Fox Hospital physicians
are able to focus on patient care — delivering faster,
better service.”
As a result, the hospital has seen gains in key
performance metrics, including increased patient
satisfaction and reduced wait times in the Emergency
Department, Schuman says.

The program is open to students who have attained
junior standing and completed Anatomy and
Physiology I and II (earning at least a B- in each)
and a one-credit course in medical terminology. As
temporary employees of the hospital, they work two
four- or five-hour shifts a week. The program spans
a full academic year; shifts are also offered over the
summer.
Before they begin work as scribes, students complete
the onboarding process required of all A.O. Fox
employees and a special training program in medical
scribing that includes online modules and in-person
exercises. Their performance is evaluated at 30, 60, and
90 days to advance their development as health care
providers.
“The students receive paid training, followed by a
part-time job,” says Tami LaPilusa ’12, pre-health
professions program coordinator. “They learn what
it’s like to have a job, since, for many, this is their first
employment experience. They learn to better manage
their time. And by seeing the other side of the patientclinician interaction, they gain a much different view of
what it means to be a health care provider.”

the main hospitalist. “At the beginning of COVID, I
got to sit in on board meetings with him and see the
planning process and how things ended up so different
from what we initially expected. I was extremely
privileged to have a seat in that room,” says Wohlfarth,
who has been accepted into a Master of Public Health
program in epidemiology.
Gianna Trillo ’20, who is applying to PA school, gained
insights “on how to effectively meet patients’ health
care needs. I was present for the hardships that many
endured, and I learned how to empathize with them,”
she says. “This confirmed my career choice, and I will
be forever grateful.”
“For A.O. Fox Hospital, the collaboration has proved
invaluable,” says Dr. Knight. “Students are gaining
critical clinical skills, insight, and experience to
complement their education. At the same time, their
services are greatly improving patient care experiences.
As a SUNY Oneonta alumnus myself, I am so proud to
be a part of this program and see its growth.”
Emily Schnapp ’22

Students can receive academic credit for their
participation, which fulfills the experiential learning
requirement for biology majors and exercise science
majors. Those seeking academic credit meet monthly
with LaPilusa and, for their culminating project, submit
a reflective essay on how the experience impacted them
and their decision to move forward with a career in
health care.
This year’s program has 13 students — 11 from SUNY
Oneonta and two from Hartwick. “Thirteen students
working in the ED gives us a lot of coverage,” Schuman
says. “We have students seven days a week, 7 a.m. to 11
p.m., with all shifts covered.”
During the program’s first year, scribes were placed
solely in the ED. The second year, they were invited to
participate in primary care. “By our third session, we
had expanded it to inpatient care and had scribes on
the unit,” Schuman says. “Then, when COVID hit, we
pulled students out of the inpatient unit and primary
care and focused on the ED, because we needed all the
help there we could get.”
For Carolyn Navarro ’20, who worked in both the
ED and the inpatient unit during her 17 months as a
scribe, the experience was “a great first step into the
medical field” and strengthened her desire to become a
physician’s assistant (PA).
Kieran Wohlfarth ’20 worked mainly in internal
medicine and shadowed two doctors, one of whom was
Spring 2022 | Reflections
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2022 Alumni Association
Award Winners

Ellen Blaisdell —
Honorary Alumna

Susan Fox ’68 — Humanitarian

Blaisdell retired in 2021 as
associate vice president for college
advancement, after serving the
Division of College Advancement
for 26 years in varied roles. In 2007,
she was promoted to director of
gift planning, with responsibility
for creating and implementing
SUNY Oneonta’s planned giving
program and Netzer Planned Giving
Society. In 2016, SUNY honored
her with the Chancellor’s Award
for Excellence in Professional
Service. Blaisdell was instrumental
in planning and implementing the
College’s comprehensive fundraising
campaigns. In 2019, she was promoted
to associate vice president for college
advancement. Her passion for her
work was obvious to donors, whose
philanthropic goals she brought to
reality. Her decades of achievement
will have a lasting impact on SUNY
Oneonta and the College at Oneonta
Foundation Endowment.

Blaisdell
Kewulay Kamara ’75 —
International Alumni
Achievement

Fox

Kamara is a poet, multimedia storyteller,
and lecturer with experience in culture,
government, academia, and media. He
earned an MA in political economy at
the New School for Social Research and
an MFA in performance and integrated
media arts at Brooklyn College. Kamara
is on the faculty of the University of
Makeni (UNIMAK), Sierra Leone, where
he directs the development of a Futures
Literacy Center. His documentary
film, In Search of Finah Misa Kule: The
Story of a People Who Live by the Word,
explores the value of storytelling in
northern Sierra Leone. He is founder/
director of Badenya Inc., an African artspresenting organization that established
Dankawalie Secondary School in Sierra
Leone, and founder of Lasiray Energy
and Communications, currently engaged
in electrification of the Koinadugu/
Falaba districts.
26

Fox pursued a graduate degree at
Rhode Island School of Design while
heading the humanities department
at a high school focused on art and
nature-based creative expression.
She also ran community workshops
to empower women to access their
authentic voice through art. In 1996,
she was invited to teach in the Holistic
Counseling Graduate Program at Salve
Regina University in Newport, Rhode
Island, and to help create the Expressive
Arts Institute, a training program for
professionals using expressive art
with groups. She co-wrote two books:
Visual Journaling: Going Deeper Than
Words (Quest Books, 1999) and Nature
and the ART of Self-Expression (Marjorie
D. Jung, 2007). After semi-retiring in
2020, Fox developed a mentorship
program in reverential ecology to
explore one’s spiritual connection with
the earth through art. Her trailblazing
work in the expressive arts has touched
the lives and hearts of countless
individuals, especially women.

Gallaghers

Kamara

Ashok Kumar Malhotra —
Emeritus Faculty
Outstanding Service

Malhotra is Emeritus SUNY
Distinguished Teaching Professor of
Philosophy. He has won such prestigious
awards as the Chancellor’s Award for
Excellence in Teaching, East-West
Center Distinguished Alumni Award
(USA), Gulland’s NRI Excellence Award
(UK), Jewel of India Gold Award (India),
Spiritual Leadership Award (USA), and
Bharat Excellence Award (India). He has
published books on Chinese, Indian,
Western, and comparative philosophy, as
well as two volumes of Grandpa Chopra’s
Wisdom Stories, a novel, a book of poetry,
and an illustrated children’s book. To
recognize individuals for outstanding
community service, he established four
Ashok Malhotra SEVA Awards for faculty
and students at SUNY Oneonta as
well as at the East-West Center and the
University of Hawaii. He is also founder
of the Ninash Foundation, which has
built six schools for female and minority
Spring 2022 | Reflections children in India.

Kathy and Bob “Duke”
Gallagher ’75 —
Red Dragon Spirit
The Gallaghers have been active
members of the Oneonta community
since arriving on campus in the
’70s. Bob got his nickname playing
football on the lawn of Tobey Hall in
a Duke University shirt. Both served
as resident advisors, getting involved
in intramurals and Greek life. The
two have remained active alumni —
meeting up with friends at the annual
reunions almost every year since
their Red Gowns graduation. Duke
has missed only one reunion over
that time. In 1992, Kathy received the
Excellence in Alumni Service Award
for her work in joining together in
fellowship the cities of Oneonta,
New York, and Oneonta, Alabama.
She was presented with the Key to
the City of Oneonta, Alabama, at its
centennial celebration. In 2015, Duke
received SUNY Oneonta’s Alumni of
Distinction Award.

Malhotra

Meeker

Kathy Meeker ’78 —
Current Staff
Outstanding Service

Meeker, director of the Grants
Development Office since 2009,
began her professional tenure at the
College in 2002 as a grant writer. She
was responsible for the submission
of hundreds of grant applications
that brought in millions of dollars
for research, innovative academic
programming, campus facilities and
resources, and other initiatives. A
highlight was an impressive 30 awards
from the National Science Foundation
(NSF), which represents 90% of all NSF
funding ever awarded to the institution.
Meeker created new funding tracks for
the student research grant program
to engage students throughout their
College experience. She has led the
growth and success of the annual student
and faculty research showcases and
provides significant support for other
events, lectures, awards, and programs
that spotlight and honor faculty and
student achievements.

Erica Miller (Krauss) ’12 —
Outstanding Commitment to
Diversity and Inclusion

Luke Mock ’22 —
Student Leadership

Miller serves as general manager
at Bozzuto, a national real estate
management company, where she
advances its diversity, equity, and
inclusion efforts. Initially, she was
a facilitator for Bozzuto’s Diversity
and Inclusion Forum. In 2020, she
helped found Bozzuto’s LGBTQ+
Individuals and Friends Together
(LIFT), an employee resource group,
and later became co-chair. Along
with colleagues, Miller planned and
executed Bozzuto’s first Transgender
Day of Visibility in collaboration
with Whitman Walker Health. She
also helped establish LIFT’s annual
“Friendsgiving” gathering. In the
wake of George Floyd’s murder,
she helped facilitate Bozzuto’s
Courageous Conversations. She also
facilitates training to help managers
develop and grow into more inclusive
leaders.

Miller
Ryan Quinn ’13 —
Emerging Leader

Mock

Quinn, a student leader within
the music industry program, took
full advantage of the College
experience. He collaborated on
projects with fellow students and
became president of Hooked
on Tonics. He excelled as lead
singer in Funk Band, a premier
department ensemble, and
dabbled in musical theatre. After
graduation, he sang the role
of Jesus in the Apollo Music
Club’s anniversary concert of
Jesus Christ Superstar. Quinn
advanced to the live playoffs on
Season 10 of NBC’s The Voice,
where he was coached by Adam
Levine, Tori Kelly, Miley Cyrus,
and Christina Aguilera. Since
then, he has performed, toured,
and collaborated with many
artists. Beyond his work, Quinn
has assisted with the Mixing
Board to Management program
and has returned to campus to
speak with students.

Mock is a music industry major from
Auburn, New York. Since arriving on
campus, he has released five singles,
accumulating over 110,000 streams
across multiple platforms. He is vice
president of the Music Industry Club,
vice president of the Songwriter’s Club,
and a representative of the Oneonta
Future Alumni Network. He has been
named to the Provost and Dean’s lists
while progressing toward a liberal arts
degree in music industry and a minor
in audio production. As a student, he
traveled to Anaheim, California, with
the Music Industry Club to attend
the NAMM Show, the world’s largest
music trade show. As a performer, he
has opened for pop stars such as AJR
and Kesha, and Ryan Quinn ’13, who
appeared on The Voice. Along with
Quinn, he recorded two cover songs for
Oneonta Alumni Association events.
Mock also co-hosted the 2021 Alumni
Awards ceremony.

Osterhoudt

Quinn

Michelle Osterhoudt ’99 —
Outstanding Commitment to
Diversity and Inclusion
Osterhoudt is vice president of the Oneonta
Area NAACP. She has also served on the
Commission on Community Relations and
Human Rights for the City of Oneonta and was
the first African American council member
for the City of Oneonta. An educational
professional, she collaborated with the
Glimmerglass Festival and former Professor
Eddy Francisco Alvarez to create a grades
6-12 draft ELA Curriculum for the original
libretto Stomping Grounds by Paige Hernandez
and Victor Simonson. Osterhoudt, who is
principal at Perry Browne Intermediate School
in Norwich, New York, recently completed
additional studies on anti-racism through
the University of Connecticut and spent the
past year as an associate with the New York
State Superintendent Development Program.
She hopes to lead at the district or regional
levels and give children equitable and
diverse educational experiences that provide
opportunities for lifelong learning and success.

Saltzman

Wall

Scott Saltzman ’86 —
Darren Wall ’91 —
Excellence in Alumni Service Military Service
Saltzman has worked for Giorgio
Armani, Donna Karan, Calvin
Klein, Lacoste, and Ermenegildo
Zegna. For the past 12 years,
he has been with PUMA North
America, overseeing sales for the
PUMA Select business. After guest
lecturing for the Distinguished
Alumni Lecture Series in 2019,
Saltzman was asked by assistant
professor Sarah Portway to work
with students in her Fashion
Promotions class in Spring and
Fall 2021. Using actual PUMA
stores and products as a focus, the
students developed promotion
ideas, visual line plans, and
marketing materials to create a
final project to present to PUMA
executives. Many students were
invited to the New York PUMA
showroom to handle sales and
work directly with top fashion
and sneakerhead retailers during
Market Week.

Capt. Wall, JAG Corps, U.S. Navy, earned a JD at
Touro School of Law. His active-duty assignments
included the Naval Legal Service Branch Office,
National Naval Medical Center (now Walter
Reed), and Naval Council of Personnel Boards.
Wall transitioned to the Navy Reserve in 2003 and
held many positions in its law program, including
executive officer for both the Navy Reserve Civil
Litigation Unit and Navy Reserve Regional Legal
Service Office in Yokosuka, Japan. In 2016, he
was recalled to active duty with the Military
Commissions Defense Organization (MCDO)
and served as managing defense counsel for the
team defending Khalid Sheik Mohammad in the
highest-profile death penalty case ever tried by
the United States. In 2018, he was promoted to
deputy chief defense counsel under Brig. Gen.
John Baker, USMC. In 2021, he returned to the
MCDO as deputy chief defense counsel. His
personal decorations include the Defense
Meritorious Service Medal, Navy and Marine
Corps Meritorious Service Medal, Joint Service
Commendation Medal, Navy and Marine Corps
Commendation Medal, and Navy and Marine
Corps Achievement Medal.

The SUNY Oneonta Alumni Association extends its congratulations to this year’s Alumni Association Award winners.
The awards will be presented on Saturday, June 11, during Alumni Weekend. The celebration is open to the public, and
registration is available at oneontaalumni.com/AlumniWeekend2022.
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Theatre alumni came together at
the home of Amy Rubinger ’83 last
December for the annual Snow Flake.

A Snow Flake

With Staying Power

Unlike the ephemeral nature of real snowflakes, the
bonds forged by this Snow Flake continue to endure.
In 1981, a group of theatre department students threw a
party, calling it the Snow Flake — their rejoinder to the
more formal Snow Ball of the time. The rest, as they say,
is history.
“For that first Flake, we wanted to have something like
a Snow Ball but with a bit more kitsch,” says Carolyn
Patierno ’82. “We bought a fancy punch bowl at
Woolworth’s and had Fluffernutter finger sandwiches,
because we thought that was funny. We all dressed up,
and it was a sparkly night.”
Flakes have been held every year since — surviving
marriages, births, relocations, even the pandemic.
After being held virtually (as a Zoom Flake) in 2020,
the Flake returned for its 40th anniversary in-person
celebration Dec. 4 at the home of Amy Rubinger ’83
and her husband, David, in Jersey City, New Jersey.
The “Flakers,” a group of more than 30 who met
through Mask and Hammer, went on to pursue careers
in all sectors of the entertainment industry. Many have
found opportunities to work together professionally.
“We don’t just get together once a year,” Rubinger says.
“We’re in each other’s lives on an almost daily basis.
These are my dearest friends.”
“We have an amazing amount of respect for each
other,” says Randi Fox Slusky ’83. “As we get older,
we realize how deeply we care for each other and how
precious this is.”
28
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Each Flake (there have been occasional Summer Flakes,
too) includes a fundraising component to support the
theatre department. This year’s event benefited the
Kathryn and Edward Pixley Scholarship, honoring one
of their former professors (Edward). In 2020, despite
many members having lost work due to the pandemic,
the group saw its highest donations ever.
“That was a testament of our commitment — both to
each other and to the school that had so much to do
with our coming together and with our growing as
young artists and learners,” says Patierno.
How to explain such enduring bonds?
“As a theatre student, you work long hours in classes
and rehearsals, often with the same group of people,
and you’re vulnerable, you’re silly, you’re serious. To be
a theatre artist, you have to put yourself out there,” says
Kevin Olson ’82. “We formed a special kind of intimacy
through that program.”
He calls faculty “the elevating factor” who “fostered not
just a strong relationship with each of us individually
but also communally.”
“Our faculty was absolutely amazing — not only as
experienced professors and teachers, but as humans
who taught us to get along with each other,” says Dave
Feldman ’82.
All agree that some pixie dust was involved, too.
“We have a tremendous amount of love for each other,”
says Nancy Robillard ’84. “And we’re really open about
sharing that.”

SHOW YOUR PRIDE
Leave your legacy with a brick
in the Alumni Brick Garden
find out more at
oneontaalumni.com/brickgarden
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Beyond

THE PILLARS

Photo by Susan Johnson ’68. She calls it the Rainbow of
Hope, saying the photo gives her hope that — despite the
challenges of the past two years — the College will continue
to be vibrant and deliver the quality of education that has
been its hallmark since the late 1800s.
30
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1

2

1957

1967

Jo Lebenick Melmer lost her husband, Bob, in May 2020. She
lives on Long Island.

Esther Babcock retired after 35 years of teaching middle
school.

1959

1968

Nancy Niles Swann welcomed her fifth great-grandchild in
March.

2 Dan and Barbara Terry Charnews enjoy fishing with their
grandsons in Huntington, N.Y.

1961

1970

B. Donald Ackerman’s book Who Runs This Town?: A
Political History of Schenectady and its Governments (Troy
Book Maker) was published in October 2021.

Frances Sinicropi Phillips retired in 2007. She enjoys outings
with classmates, time at the Inman Senior Center, and seeing
her children and grandchildren.

1963

1971

1 Alpha Sigma Beta sisters from the Class of ’63 had a
reunion in Cocoa Beach, Fla., in January. Pictured (from
left) are Beth Gallup Pranzo, Carole Brown Read, Shirley
Miko Nacey, Sally Page Bareau, Claire Kennedy Keen,
Joan Dockweiler Lund, Rose Dinora Schweitzer, and Joan
Vanecek. Herb Schweitzer, who attended with Rose, was
considered an honorary Alpha Sig.

Kathleen Lauterbach is enjoying retirement in Lewes, Del.

1964

1972

Philip Steinberg sends best wishes to all his Phi Delta Rho
fraternity brothers.

Steven Pfeiffer retired in May 2019 after more than 40 years
as a psychology professor. His career included serving as
clinical psychologist in the Navy Medical Service Corps,
psychologist at a New Orleans medical center, executive
director of the Duke University gifted program, and
executive director of Devereux’s Institute of Clinical Training
and Research in Villanova, Pa. He continues to consult
internationally as a psychologist.

Claire Beaumont Sullivan turned 80. She is enjoying her
seven grandchildren and their accomplishments.

1965

Christine Warnquist, president of the SUNY Oneonta
Alumni Association, has retired to Bluffton, S.C., after 22 years
at SUNY Oneonta, two years at the College of Charleston, and
22 years at Ellucian. She looks forward to seeing alumni at
Alumni Weekend.

Clifford Snyder thanks SUNY Oneonta for his 40-year
teaching career.
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3

5

4

1975
David Bryan and his wife, Mary (Maloy), are retired from
the Albany City School District. They are enjoying their
retirement and grandchildren.

1977
Virginia Kendrick-Bowser retired from teaching children
with special needs. She rescued and is rehoming a group of
small dogs with special needs.

1978
Christine Muller Storck, an Alumni of Distinction honoree,
received the National Association for Campus Activities
(NACA) Lifetime Membership Award, an honor given to
individuals who have selflessly and tirelessly contributed to
NACA on either the regional or national level.

1980s

3 In December 2021, alumni gathered to celebrate the

Snow Flake’s 40th anniversary. In attendance were Andrea
Blank Brenner ’82, Jill Clark ’81, Nelson Donald ’84,
David Feldman ’82, Carole Flood ’84, Shannon Masterson
Kendrick ’83, Dana Kuznetzkoff ’83, Stephen McCabe
’84, Michael Muldoon ’83, Carolyn Patierno ’82, David
Polinchock ’81, Nancy Robillard ’84, Donna Broncatello
Rocks ’81, Amy Rubinger ’83, Heidi Shulman-Cohen ’81,
Andrew Tallis ’81, James Whiteman ’83, and Patricia
Curran Whiteman ’86.

32
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4 Last August, SUNY Oneonta Rugby alumni gathered
for a day of golf at historic Bethpage State Park. Attendees
included members of the original team, former captains, and
founder Jamie Fallon ’86. Pictured (from left) are Bobby
Callaghan ’87, Donnie O’Shea ’88, Mike Thornton ’87,
Jerry Deignan ’86 (golf organizer), Frank Romano ’86, Tom
O’Brien ’87, David Van Vorst ’84, John Stapleton, Pete
Mathison ’86, Jamie Fallon ’86, Eddie Virgona ’86, and
Mitch Gandelman ’87. Not pictured (still on the course):
Mark Ciganek ’87, Jim Duffy ’86, Brian Johnston ’87, Paul
McGinniss ’86, Pat McLaughlin ’88, Gregg O’Connor ’87,
Rich Rowan ’89, and John Sorady ’87.

1981
5 From left: John Donaghy ’81, Jim Masterson ’81,

Richard Ambro ’81, Dr. Roger Perone ’81, Tom Dwyer ’81,
and Ken Sher ’82 met up in New York City. They have had
a Beacon Theatre reunion every couple of years for over a
decade.

1982
James Zachos was elected a fellow of the American
Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS).
Election as a fellow honors AAAS members whose efforts on
behalf of the advancement of science or its applications in
service to society distinguish them among their peers and
colleagues.

1983
Gregory Farmer is executive director of the Otsego Land
Trust.

1984

1988
Craft
Legacy

YOUR
YOUR
Dean Davis, vice president of the SUNY Oneonta
College

Foundation board of directors, took part in Episode 198 of the
public radio podcast Three Song Stories (threesongstories.
podbean.com), produced at WGCU Public Media on the
campus of Florida Gulf Coast University. Participants are
asked to pick three songs that evoke a certain time and place
and a story to share. Davis is a retired senior instructor at
YOUR
FGCU.

David Bartoo retired as a trail planning, design, and
construction specialist for Delaware State Parks.

Craft
Legacy

Miriam Sharick, now officially single, lives in Delhi, N.Y.,
and enjoys her grandchildren, longtime summer hobbies,
and other pastimes.

A GIFT
A GIFT
THROUGH
THROUGH
YOUR
WILL
1989
YOUR
WILL
HELPS OUR
Mark Rejtig,
an Alumni of Disintction honoree, became the
HELPS
OUR
1985
ASTUDENTS
GIFT
first senior vice president of brand partnerships at NBPI,
STUDENTS
the licensing and marketing subsidiary of the National
Jo-Anne Kelly, managing director and global head
THROUGH
ForeVer
Basketball Players Association. He previously worked in
of employment law at Citigroup, received the Ally
ForeVer
YOUR
WILL
similar roles at Grey Advertising, Major League Baseball,
Changemaker Outie Award from Out & Equal Workplace
HELPS Disney
OUR ABC, and Creative Artists Agency.
Associates. The award recognizes leaders advancing equality
for LGBTQ people in workplaces globally.
STUDENTS

1991

Buddy Walter had his first book, Bring Your Own Pencil!,ForeVer
published by Gegensatz Press.

1987
Lori Barnes Osterhoudt retired after 32 years at SUNY
Delhi.

Michael Porcelain became CEO of Comtech
Telecommunications Corp., a leading global provider of
next-generation 911 emergency systems and secure wireless
communications technologies. He has worked at Comtech
for the last 20 years.

Thomas “O’B” O’Brien ’87, a member of the College Foundation
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students and the good work of the Foundation. I am happy to give back to
the place that gave me so much, and to contribute now and into the future.”

GGi iVVee bb a
a cckk ttoos Us nUYn o
Y no
nnetoanFtoar Fwohra twthh a
G eea h
a st omYeoaUn. t t o Y o U .
eo
e tc otlh
l ee G c
e oh lalse m
nt
G i V e b a c k t o s U n Y o n e o n ta F o r w h at t h e c o l l e G e h a s m e a n t t o Yo U .
For more
inFormation,
please contact:
For more
inFormation,
please contact:

Jill Mirabito,
Director of Gift
Planning contact:
For more
inFormation,
please
Jill Mirabito, Director
of Gift Planning

Grow. Thrive. Live.

308 Netzer Administration Building
Jill Mirabito,
Director of GiftBuilding
Planning
308
Netzer
Administration
SUNY Oneonta
| Oneonta,
NY 13820
308
Netzer
Administration
Building
SUNY
Oneonta | Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: (607)
436-3107
SUNY Oneonta
| Oneonta, NY 13820
Email: Jill.Mirabito@oneonta.edu
607-436-3107
Phone:
(607)
436-3107
oneonta.edu/giftplans.org
Phone:Jill.Mirabito@oneonta.edu
(607) 436-3107
Email:
Jill.Mirabito@oneonta.edu

Email: Jill.Mirabito@oneonta.edu
oneonta.edu/giftplans.org
oneonta.edu/giftplans.org

Spring 2022 | Reflections

33

6

7

8

1990s

1999

6 Sisters of Alpha Kappa Phi enjoy an alumni gathering
hosted by Bob Russo ’96, owner of Garden Social Beer
Garden & Kitchen on Long Island. Pictured (from left) are
Jennifer Cowhey Moore ’95, Jennifer Granholm
Kohrmann ’95, Nancy Amico Lupo ’94, Deana
Fruscione Rombone ’95, Heather Graulich Goorland ’95,
Katie Weiser ’97, Kerry Yore Liggio ’94, Angie Diaz
Borgia ’95, Joyce Petrosino ’97, Wendy Wichern
Mircovich ’95, Beth Brandman Roseman ’94, Danielle
Issacs ’98, and Susan DeGennero ’95.

Beth Anne Roy Langrell, CEO of For All Seasons Inc., a
mental health and rape crisis center, was appointed by Gov.
Larry Hogan to the Women’s Commission of Maryland. She
is also president of the board of directors for the Maryland
Coalition Against Sexual Assault.

1995

2000s
7 From left: Britney Liddell ’08, Athena Leverock ’07, and

Wende Ebberts ’99 got together to enjoy live music again.
They saw Old Dominion at Turning Stone Resort & Casino in
Verona, N.Y.

Robert Wilk, an Alumnus of Distinction honoree, was named
vice president of Microsoft Advertising.

2003

1998

Chris Colton was promoted to public relations director of
The Martin Group’s Albany, N.Y., office.

Adam Famularo was named CEO of intelligent automation
software provider WorkFusion. He was previously CEO at
erwin Inc. and served in executive roles at Verizon and CA
Technologies.

2006

Joseph Onativia has been appointed assistant principal at
George Washington School in White Plains, N.Y.

34
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8 Julie Luffman joined the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative
(CZI) as a technical sourcer, helping build the design and
user experience functions. CZI is Mark Zuckerberg and
Priscilla Chan’s philanthropic tech organization.

9

10

11

13

2008
Jeffrey Cohen started a new web platform called E-Bration
with his wife, Shea. E-Bration (www.ebration.com) is used for
event planning services such as digital invitations, RSVP
tracking, photo sharing, thank you cards, and a Memor-EBook that matches up each card with a photo of that guest.

2012
Jonathan Gibbs has been named a partner at BST & Co.
CPAs LLP. He primarily serves for-profit businesses and
those in the government and public sector.

2014
9 Kaitlyn Brandt and Jessica Silsbe Brandt were married
in August 2021. The couple, who met at SUNY Oneonta, had
several alumni present at their wedding.
10 Paul Karpel and Katie Lasak share a love of the outdoors
and business that the College helped foster. In October 2021,
they were married at Windham Mountain by Professor Joel
Skinner, in whose Hiking and Backpacking class they met in
2012. They also brought the talents of other SUNY Oneonta
alumni to their big day (Alexa Tumbarello ’16 and Dylan
Reger were their photographers; Austin Hunt was their DJ),
all while surrounded by the many lifelong friends they made
during their time at the College.

12

11 In August 2021, Rose Shapiro wed Eric Rouse. From
left: Jonathan Weiss ’85, Steven Underweiser ’14, Emily
Prendergast ’15, Maria Guccione Neely ’15, Rachel Titone
Alamo ’14, Liz Krein Clark ’15, Heather Matthews ’14, Ryan
Kelly ’14, and Matthew Becker ’06 were in attendance.

2015
12 In October 2021, Jack Chesebro III attended Music
Educators Conference Day at Oneida (N.Y.) High School,
where he had a photo taken with keynote speaker Roger
Emerson, one of the foremost composers in American choral
music.
13 Katherine Sorce and Brian Walker met in fall of their
freshman year while playing Humans vs. Zombies, hosted
by the Zombie Defense Corps (ZDC). They got to know
each other better their junior and senior years, when they
were both on the ZDC e-board. They started dating shortly
after graduation and were married in September 2021. Their
wedding day was spent with many Oneonta friends, including
other members of ZDC and Sorce’s Pi Delta Chi sorority
sisters.
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15

14

17

16

2016

2020

14 Connor Day and Samantha Pelinger ’17 got engaged in
October 2021.

17 From left: Courtney Lucey, Victoria Memos, and Dylan
Collier walked together to Pass Through the Pillars during
the Class of 2020 Recognition Ceremony in October 2020.

15 Shannon Eddy Griffith joined the development office at
InterFaith Works of CNY as a development manager.

2010s
16 A group of alumni got together in October 2021. Pictured
are (front row, from left) Nadine Salzman ’76, Lauren
Hymowitz ’17, Sydney Cohen ’17, Lindsay Pelinger ’17, and
Carly Salzman ’17; (back row, from left) Jessie Shatesky ’19,
Tyler Shatesky ’17, Hayley Rosenfeld ’17, Adam
Fleischman ’16, Alison Widawsky ’15, Samantha
Pelinger ’17, Danielle Liebman ’16, Alex Dashev ’17, Trevor
Mitchel ’16, and Daniel Matishek ’16.

Justine Pepling was admitted to the University of New
England College of Osteopathic Medicine in Biddeford,
Maine.

2021
Kelsey Bogdan was admitted to the Saba University School of
Medicine in the Caribbean Netherlands.
Samuel Havens had a piece, Down the Hatch, created in
SUNY Oneonta’s Artist’s Books course, featured at the Center
for Book Arts in New York City.
Sydney Trumble is a real estate salesperson with Warren
Real Estate in Ithaca, N.Y. She is also head coach of the girls
varsity basketball team at Ithaca High School.
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In Memoriam
Jean Mumford Penberthy ’40, Jan.
2, 2022. A piano teacher, she taught
hundreds of children in Tonawanda,
N.Y. Penberthy was a member of St.
Francis of Assisi Church and Ladies
of Charity, and she was a Eucharistic
minister. She was a member of the
Women’s Democratic Club, Tonawanda
Homemakers, and the Tonawanda
Senior Center.
Kathryn Dunn Sheldon ’47, Jan. 17,
2022. She retired from the Schenectady
(N.Y.) School District as a reading
specialist in 1981. She also taught in
Cedarhurst, N.Y., and Aruba, N.W.I.
During World War II, Sheldon worked
in Washington, D.C., for the Office of
Strategic Services — precursor of the
CIA. She treasured time spent with her
family and traveling with her husband,
Ken.
Carla Goldsmith Rodio ’49, Jan. 26,
2022. She owned Quilter’s Comfort
Shop in Utica, N.Y., and taught quilting
at Munson-Williams-Proctor Arts
Institute in Utica. Rodio also lived in
North Carolina and taught art at John
C. Campbell Folk School in Brasstown,
N.C., and several other craft schools.
Her quilts were widely exhibited in
New York and North Carolina. She
published a book of her quilts, poetry,
and essays, Patchwork Scrapbook.
Margaret “Peggy” O’Connor
Reilly ’51, Oct. 15, 2021. She and her
husband, William Edward Reilly,
were married for 63 years. Reilly was
passionate about her family, her strong
Catholic faith, and her career as an
elementary school teacher in Scarsdale,
N.Y.
Francesco Rodio ’51, Jan. 10, 2022.
He served from 1951-54 in U.S. Army
bands based at Fort Dix, N.J., and Fort
Meade, Md., the first racially integrated
Army bands. Rodio was a teacher,
administrator, and then superintendent
for the Utica (N.Y.) City School District.
Over several summers, he managed
Camp Healthmore in Oneida County,
N.Y., and Camp Unirondack in Lewis
County, N.Y.
Nina Scheible Barker ’53, Oct. 9, 2021.
She served in the U.S. Air Force and
was assigned to Scott Air Force Base
in Illinois. Barker and her husband,
Earl, were married in 1955. She was a
grade school teacher prior to working
as a counselor with the New York State
Employment Services Division.

Mary Ann Smullens LaRocco ’53, Dec.
17, 2021. She was an elementary school
teacher for Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Church in Rotterdam, N.Y., until her
retirement.
Elizabeth Todd Smith ’53, Jan. 10,
2022. She was a member of the SUNY
Oneonta marching band and Theta
Phi Epsilon sorority. Smith taught
home economics at Holland Patent
(N.Y.) Central School for over 30 years.
She was the cheerleading coach and
costume designer for school musicals.
G. Shirley Smith Kratoville ’55,
Dec. 21, 2021. Kratoville was a retired
elementary school teacher for the
Naples (N.Y.) Central School District.
She enjoyed traveling, swimming, and
golf.
Betty Shove Lyman ’55, Feb. 11, 2022.
She worked on the family farm, was
a 4-H leader, and was involved with
Cornell Cooperative Extension.
Patricia Schubert Owen ’55, Jan. 17,
2022. She was a longtime 4-H leader, a
Eucharistic minister, a 60-year member
of Woodmen of the World, and a
member of the Town of Wallkill (N.Y.)
Republican Committee and Town of
Wallkill Conservation Committee.
Marion Sherman Sargent ’56, Oct. 29,
2021. She was a member of Northside
Baptist Church and a longtime resident
of North Syracuse, N.Y.
David Brenner ’57, March 4, 2022.
Brenner retired from SUNY Oneonta as
associate vice president for academic
affairs and was mayor of the City of
Oneonta for 12 years. He was a member
of the College Council and served on
many College committees and the
Alumni Association Board of Directors.
Brenner was a recipient of the SUNY
Chancellor’s Award for Excellence
and was a SUNY Oneonta Alumni of
Distinction honoree. In 2019, his book
about the College’s history, Pathways
to SUNY Oneonta’s Second Century
(1990-2015), was published by the
Alumni Association.
Robert Melmer ’57, May 8, 2020. He
taught fifth and sixth grade in the
Patchogue (N.Y.) School District and
the Maine-Endwell Central School
District in Endicott, N.Y. Melmer owned
Jerry’s Restaurant in Oneonta with
his father and brother. He retired as
manager of the Otsego County DMV in
Oneonta in 1995.
Inge Otten Roemer ’59, Oct. 16, 2021.
She was an elementary school teacher

in the Mount Upton (N.Y.) Central
School District for 22 years. Music was
also a big part of Roemer’s life. She was
in the SUNY Oneonta Women’s Glee
Club; taught tonette in her classes;
played the piano, accordion, and
harmonica; and led singing in English
and German. Roemer understood
that students struggle to pay for
college, and she and her husband,
Carl, endowed the Carl and Inge Otten
Roemer ’59 Scholarship for education
students at SUNY Oneonta.
Ann Magnussen Bowen ’60, Feb. 3,
2022. A lifelong educator, she was the
first teacher at Wildwood School in
Schenectady, N.Y. Bowen went on to
teach special education in Guilderland,
N.Y.; Norwich, N.Y.; Philadelphia;
Colchester, Vt.; and Cobleskill, N.Y.
Joanne Coutant ’60, Oct. 9, 2021. She
was an elementary school teacher in
the Kingston (N.Y.) School District for
32 years. Coutant was an ombudsman
for the Ulster County (N.Y.) Office of
the Aging and a Eucharistic minister
for St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church
in Wildwood, Fla.
Sandra Cooper Kuhn ’60, Feb.
3, 2022. She taught in public and
Christian schools and served with
her late husband as a missionary
with Continental Baptist Missions
in Illinois, New York, Pennsylvania,
and Wisconsin. Kuhn also served
in ministries in Beverly Hills, Fla.,
with Hope Baptist and Grace Baptist
churches.
Barbara Rhenow Gower ’62, Oct. 26,
2021. She and her husband, Leonard,
were married for 55 years. Gower was
a bookkeeper for Gower Builders,
the family business. She hosted
summer bible clubs in her backyard
for neighborhood children and was
involved with Camp Pattersonville, a
Christian camp for children.
Sallie Sook Joachim ’62, Feb. 5, 2022.
After raising two children, Janet
and Eric, she held several temporary
teaching positions. For the last 15
years of her career, Joachim was a
writing specialist at Hudson Valley
Community College. She enjoyed
tending to her flower gardens and was
president of the Garden Club of Lake
Placid for several years.
Sam Liberto ’62, Jan. 29, 2022. He
taught mathematics in the Binghamton
(N.Y.) City School District for 33 years.
He was a member of the Association
of Mathematics Teachers of New York
State, the New York State Retired
Spring 2022 | Reflections

37

Teachers Association, the National
Education Association-New YorkRetired, and New York State United
Teachers.
Ann Mathews ’66, Nov. 5, 2021. She
was a community educator with
Cornell Cooperative Extension
in Tompkins County, N.Y., for 30
years. She helped create the Child
Development Council of Central
New York, established the Women’s
Opportunity Center, and built the
Women’s Fund of the Community
Foundation of Tompkins County.
Beatrix Rumford ’66, Oct. 27, 2021. She
worked with the Colonial Williamsburg
Foundation in Williamsburg, Va.,
for 38 years. As vice president of
museums from 1979-93, Rumford
oversaw the expansion of the Abby
Aldrich Rockefeller Folk Art Museum
and the construction of the Winthrop
Rockefeller Archaeology Museum and
managed the day-to-day operation of
both facilities. As vice president for
special projects from 1993-2005, she
directed the development of the Bruton
Heights School Education Center,
the expansion of the Visitors Center,
the construction of a new Woodlands
Hotel, and the renovation and new
construction of the Williamsburg Inn,
Lodge, and Conference Center.
H. Joseph Stewart ’66, March 17, 2020.
Prior to retiring from the Norwich
(N.Y.) City School District in 1995,
Stewart taught physics, chemistry,
and computer programming. He was
instrumental in introducing computer
technology to the district.
Karl Kabelac ’68, Oct. 22, 2021. In
1968, Kabelac began a 30-year career in
the special collections department of
Rush Rhees Library at the University of
Rochester (N.Y.), where he worked with
the University Archives, the historical
manuscripts collections, and the local
history printed collections. While at the
library and in retirement, he authored
articles on local history and compiled
several local history bibliographies and
indexes.
Mary Comfort Haddock ’69, Nov. 13,
2021. She was a teacher for 30 years.
Philip Santos ’69, Oct. 2, 2021. He
was a history teacher in Brookfield,
N.Y., before returning to the Oneonta
area in 1980, working for the U.S.
Postal Service until he retired. He
enjoyed creating canvas art, carpentry,
birdwatching, and puzzles. An ardent
supporter of the Red Cross, Santos
donated 122 gallons of blood in his
lifetime. As an advocate for children
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with special needs, he volunteered at
Camp Onseyawa in the Finger Lakes.
Lorraine Korin Barabasz ’70, Jan.
30, 2022. She taught second and third
grade at Ballston Spa (N.Y.) Central
Schools for 34 years before retiring
in 2004. Barabasz was a member
of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic
Church, first in Watervliet, N.Y., then in
Amsterdam, N.Y. She loved traveling,
reading, crafting, cooking, gardening,
and spending time with family and
friends.
Alice Wiese Hauver ’70, Oct. 23,
2021. She was a member of the SUNY
Oneonta women’s swim team and
participated in the first women’s
NCAA national swim meet. Hauver
was a teacher in New York, North
Carolina, and Virginia for 37 years
and was named Teacher of the Year in
two schools. After retiring, she taught
basic sewing skills to home-schooled
students.
Barbara Wood ’70, Nov. 12, 2021. She
worked with the Rensselaer County
(N.Y.) Department of Social Services
and St. Catherine Center for Children
and was a co-founder of Wood and
Maciol Counseling Associates. She
was both a social worker and social
advocate, especially for the LGBTQ
community.
Stella Jasinski Gibbs ’71, Dec. 3, 2021.
She worked at St. Elizabeth Hospital
in Utica, N.Y.; the Central New York
Psychiatric Center in Marcy, N.Y.; and
Herkimer Clinic of Mohawk Valley in
Herkimer, N.Y. Gibbs was a nursing
clinical instructor at the Marcy School
of Nursing. She was a member of the
American Nurses Association and the
St. Elizabeth School of Nursing Alumni
Association.
Janet Purdell Hayes ’71, Nov. 9, 2021.
Hayes was an educator and social
worker in Franklin County, N.Y. She was
a volunteer for Habitat for Humanity,
through which she met President
Jimmy Carter. She enjoyed antiquing,
sewing, traveling, cooking, and reading
mystery novels.
Janet Dauchy Baulch ’72, Jan. 23,
2022. She taught for many years at
Mount Markham (N.Y.) Elementary
School, retiring in 1992. Baulch was a
member of the General Winfield ScottGanowauges Chapter of the Daughters
of the American Revolution and the
Red Hat Society.
Barbara Bristor Litwa ’72, Dec. 14,
2021. She had a long career at General
Electric and the CSEA Benefit Fund.

Litwa was a founding member and
president of the Rape Crisis Service of
Schenectady County, N.Y.
Walter “Jim” Tyger ’72, Oct. 7, 2021.
He served in the U.S. Air Force from
1963-67. After that, he worked for IBM
for 33 years, advancing to project
manager.
Geraldine Pahl Solan ’73, Sept. 27,
2020. She taught in Fitchburg (Mass.)
Public Schools for more than 20 years.
A lifelong humanitarian, Solan was
dedicated to bettering the lives of
children.
Nancy Weinmann ’74, Dec. 31,
2021. She taught for over 30 years at
Piscataway (N.J.) High School and
Middlesex County College. For many
summers, Weinmann was a lifeguard
and swim instructor for the East
Brunswick Recreation Department’s
Dallenbach Lake Swim Club.
Arthur Newell ’75, Oct. 27, 2021.
He spent most of his career with
the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation and was
an advocate for legislation to protect
the environment. He retired as DEC
bureau chief of fisheries and wildlife.
Paul Osterdahl ’75, Feb. 6, 2022. He
was chief of obstetrics and gynecology
at Albany (N.Y.) Medical Center.
Osterdahl worked in private practice
with Gabriels & Wallingford, which
became Albany OB-GYN. He was a
member of the American Congress of
OB-GYN.
Geri Scheele ’78, Dec. 1, 2019. She was
a gifted artist, maker, and educator.
Scheele had a passion for painting and
ceramic sculpture, as well as music,
theatre, dance, and all fine arts. She
worked at the Yager Museum of Art
and Culture at Hartwick College, the
Farmers’ Museum, and the Fenimore
Art Museum as a museum educator.
Patrick Whalen ’81, Aug. 22, 2021.
Following his graduation from SUNY
Oneonta, Whalen joined the New York
City Fire Department, advancing to
the rank of lieutenant. In 1994, the
FDNY awarded Whalen the prestigious
Dr. Albert Cinelli Medal for heroism
and bravery. For months following
9/11, he led his fellow firefighters in
searching the pile. He was diagnosed
with 9/11-related cancer in May 2020.
Whalen became the 255th member
of the FDNY to die from 9/11-related
diseases. He was married to Kathleen
Dunne Whalen ’82.

Deborah Lord Fisher ’82, Aug. 12,
2021. Having earned dual degrees
in education and textiles at SUNY
Oneonta, Fisher taught in New York
and Missouri. She is survived by her
husband, Dr. Allan J. Fisher ’82, two
children, and two grandchildren.
Thomas Lynch ’83, Dec. 28, 2021. He
taught for more than 30 years and was
a coach at North Rockland High School
in Thiells, N.Y.
Howard Schneider ’83, Jan. 23, 2022.
He was a pediatric dental specialist in
Huntington, N.Y., and the father of a
2020 SUNY Oneonta graduate.
Elizabeth Irene Hurst ’84, March 2,
2022. Hurst lived in England, Scotland,
and the United States and was the first
American to be a partner in a Scottish
architectural firm. Upon returning to
the United States, she enjoyed a second
career as a therapist and founded
Newtown Family Center, a private
counseling practice in Newtown, Pa.
Hurst, along with family and friends,
established Elizabethswish.org, a
not-for-profit charitable foundation
committed to raising the standard of
care for the early detection of ovarian
cancer.
Allegra Lake ’84, Feb. 12, 2022. She
was a nurse for many decades. Lake
retired at age 80, after 10 years working
for Catskill Area Hospice in Delaware
County, N.Y.
David Kenny ’85, Jan. 29, 2022. An
Alumni of Distinction honoree, Kenny
was an assistant vice president at the
company he joined out of college,
Amica Insurance. He had a lifelong
interest in history and was a passionate
family genealogist.
Prudence “Pru” Procter Haines ’86,
Oct. 27, 2021. She devoted her career
to history and cultural institutions in
the greater Philadelphia area, serving
as executive director of the Japanese
House and Garden, Historic Yellow
Springs, Hope Lodge, and Mather Mill.
She developed educational programs
for the Philadelphia Museum of Art,
Hagley Museum and Library, and
Philadelphia History Museum. Haines
was active with the Association of
Living Historical Farms and Museums,
the Mid-Atlantic Association of
Museums, the Tri-State Coalition for
Historic Places, and the Philadelphia
Museum Council.
Jacqueline Thomas Gibson ’87,
Feb. 25, 2015. She was a legislative
assistant to New York State Sen. James

L. Seward for 15 years. Prior to that,
Gibson coordinated the afterschool
program for the Oneonta City School
District and was an event planner for
Cathedral Farms. She was involved
with the City of Oneonta First Night
program and served on the Board of
Assessment and Review for the City of
Oneonta.
Stephen Rice ’90, Nov. 28, 2021.
He was a reference librarian at the
Connecticut State Library in Hartford,
where he specialized in Connecticut
documents and the electronic
harvesting of state publications.
Adam Daniel ’10, Nov. 19, 2021. He was
a member of Tau Kappa Epsilon.
Eliza Higgins ’14, Feb. 6, 2022. She was
an avid writer.

Faculty & Friends
Leo Alex, Oct. 28, 2021. Alex retired
in 2013 after a 43-year career in
the Department of Mathematics,
Computer Science, and Statistics.
He was elected department chair in
1988, a position he held until 2012. A
respected scholar in his field, Alex
won several research grants; published
numerous papers, article reviews, and
problem proposals in mathematical
journals; and presented at professional
conferences across the country. He was
faculty advisor for the Sanford Society,
the department’s student math club.
When he retired in 2013, Alex created a
scholarship, in memory of his parents,
to support outstanding SUNY Oneonta
mathematics majors each year.
William Butts, Jan. 31, 2022. He retired
in 1995 after a 29-year career in the
Department of Biology. Butts taught
entomology, human physiology, and
ornithology. He conducted research
at the Biological Field Station in
Cooperstown N.Y., studying mosquito
populations of the area. His insect
collection is part of the Cornell
University insect collection.
Michael Freilich, Dec 17, 2021. Freilich
was an assistant men’s basketball
coach at SUNY Oneonta from 2018-21.
He was also a property manager and
had his own house renovation business,
Freilich’s Property Services.

in its permanent endowment fund,
which supports the College’s needs,
emphasizing scholarships. In 1999, the
College awarded Hughson a SUNY
honorary Doctor of Humane Letters
degree.
David Ring, Feb. 21, 2022. “Professor
Dave,” as he was known to students,
or “Ring,” to his many friends and
colleagues, made a lasting impact on
SUNY Oneonta. Ring inspired students
through his passion for his subjects
and as a mentor. He contributed
financially to various scholarship
programs, headed the College’s
successful Federal Reserve Challenge
team, and hosted a radio show, Roots
and Branches, on WONY. Ring retired
in 2016 after a 35-year career in the
economics department.
Paul Scheele, Oct. 29, 2021. He retired
in 1997 after a 33-year career in the
Department of Political Science.
Although a scholar of American
government and politics, Scheele
became interested in the development
of special interest groups in Russia
after the dissolution of the Soviet
Union and traveled to Russia three
times to conduct research. Passionate
about choral music, he was a founding
member of the Catskill Choral Society
and the Catskill Chamber Singers and
was a member and president of the
Oneonta Concert Association.
Linda Winchester, Dec. 12, 2021. After
a 32-year career as a member of the
custodial staff, she retired in 2012. For
the next nine years, she opened her
home to children in need in the foster
care system.
Helen Zimmerman, Oct. 20, 2021.
Zimmerman was married to SUNY
Oneonta art professor George
Zimmerman, who predeceased her
in 2009. She served as matron to the
White Rose Ball and advisor to the
Agonian and Arethusa sororities at
the College. Zimmerman volunteered
at Head Start and Meals on Wheels,
and was a laboratory technician,
an outreach worker for Planned
Parenthood, and an assistant to
Oneonta dentist Dr. Crawford
Douglass.

Thomas Hughson, Feb. 26, 2022.
Hughson was a past president of
the College at Oneonta Foundation
starting in the 1990s. During his tenure,
SUNY Oneonta saw large increases
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Tami, Daniel ’21, and Darryl Lincoln
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Alumni Profile
Daniel Lincoln ’21

Daniel Lincoln ’21 loves all facets of the theatre — from
playwriting to production to acting.

working in different aspects of theatre — to the point
where I’ve grown to love almost every one.”

After working backstage and onstage in a variety of
shows in high school and community theatre, Lincoln,
who has autism spectrum disorder (ASD), attended
SUNY Oneonta as a continuing education student for
two semesters before enrolling full time.

His first love, though, is props design, followed by
acting. “There’s something about being onstage and
telling a story and sharing your passion with the world
that just really inspires me,” he says.

Living on the autism spectrum, he says, gives him “a
deep passion for looking beyond things” — whether
hearing a song and being able to play it without sheet
music or analyzing a show “from beginning to end.”
As a theatre major, Lincoln worked on the costume
crew for Our Country’s Good and on the sound crew for
Colony Collapse; acted in Romeo and Juliet, Once Upon
a Mattress, and My Father’s Dragon; and acted in and
did props design for A Raisin in the Sun, in which his
sister also appeared. This spring, he returned to campus
to reprise his role as the Jester in Once Upon a Mattress.
During his years at Oneonta, he wrote two plays —
Hidden Moments, about how he discovered his many
gifts and talents after being diagnosed with ASD, and A
Die-Verse Betrayal, loosely based on his experience of
being bullied in high school.
“What impressed me most about Dan is his creativity
and passion for telling stories based on his own
experiences, especially as a Black man in Upstate New
York,” says Maria Chaves Daza, assistant professor in
the Africana and Latinx studies department, with whom
he took four courses. “All of his work for my classes was
made to help people further understand racism and how
it impacts people in hopes that it could inspire change.”
Chaves Daza was so impressed by A Die-Verse Betrayal
that she suggested Lincoln present a table reading of
the play at this year’s Student Diversity & Leadership
Conference, held March 26.

As an Oneonta student, Lincoln used services and
accommodations provided by the Accessibility
Resources office to support his learning journey.
When Lincoln graduated in December, his parents
celebrated his achievements by creating the Daniel T.
Lincoln ’21 Trailblazer Scholarship. The scholarship
will be awarded, starting this fall, to full- or part-time
undergraduate students who have been granted an
accommodation plan through Accessibility Resources
and demonstrate financial need.
“We wanted to thank SUNY Oneonta for providing Dan
with such a rich experience and giving him the support
he needed to graduate with a degree in theatre,” says his
father, Darryl, a retired plant supply manager at Corning
Life Sciences who serves on the College’s Business
Advisory Council. “We also wanted to encourage others
who might be on the autism spectrum or have other
learning challenges to, at least financially, be able to go
to school if that’s what they chose to do.”
“It was important to me to have ‘Trailblazer’ in the name
because Dan has carved his own path,” says his mother,
Tami. “When people told him he ‘would never’ or ‘could
never,’ he was able to push through and make it happen.”
Dan’s brother, David Lincoln ’23, is now continuing the
family’s SUNY Oneonta tradition as a food service and
restaurant administration major, while his sister, Tiffani,
is a Spanish major on the acrobatics and tumbling team
at Kutztown University in Pennsylvania.

“At SUNY Oneonta, I experienced a world of theatre
that I didn’t even know about, let alone have access to
previously,” says Lincoln, who also is an accomplished
pianist and keyboardist. “It gave me a lot of experience
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